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It’s a cracker of a 
Christmas at 


County Square 



Look out for 
Santa’s Little Helpers! 

20th and 21st 
December A 


Sunday 14th December 

y. Come and meet our 

[V gorgeous Polar Bear 
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www. county squareshoppingcentre. com 
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Go Guerrilla: decide to visit 
one shop in your lunch hour - 
get the presents and go. You'll 
be surprised how focused you 
can become and how virtuous 
you'll feel. Job done! 


Plan: if you're going to blitz 
the shops then ditch the heels, 
take a circular route, make 
quick decisions (no going 
back!) and take pit stops to 
refuel and focus. 


2. iPhone from Carphone Warehouse 

3. Plum dress from Debenhams 

4. Scarf from H&M 

5. Big baking set from M&S 


County Square „ 


Present perfection 

Giving presents is great - but finding something that fits the bill 
isn't always easy. Here are some of our favourites that are in store 
at County Square. And remember, if what you're looking for isn't 
on the shelf, most of our stores have an ordering service. 


Seasonal survival 

Five top shopping tips that'll 
help you keep your humour 
this year! 

1 Prepare: don't just turn up and 
hope that inspiration strikes. 
Make a list of people you need 
to buy for and sift through 
in-store brochures and websites 
for ideas. It's not rocket science, 
but it works. 

2 Groups: divide your time and 
concentrate on a specific gift 
group. For example, buy for 
all of the teens you know in 
one go. It's easier to get into 
the zone. 

3 Shop specific: match the shop 
to the personality. Put the shop 
name on your list and then the 
people who you'll probably 
find gifts for underneath. That 
way, if you need to get creative 
you'll have direction! 
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SPEED: GREEN Will 
BE STRONGER NOW 


WHAT S ON & WATCH 


yourkenttv.co.uk 



SHARED SPACE OR FIASCO? Join the 
debate. See page 2. And search 'shared' 


ALSO INSIDE 

LEISURE. PAGES 22-32 

PROPERTY. PAGES 33-38 

MOTORING. PAGES 39-42 

JOBS. PAGES 43-47 

SPORT. PAGES 50-51 
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DRAMA ON OUR DOORSTEP 


A drained Damian Green pictured on Saturday, main image, as he returned to his constituency office, bot¬ 
tom right, in Bethersden following his arrest on Thursday which has sparked a huge political row. 

Top right, officers raid his office on Friday, removing files and documents. His home in Charing Hill has 
also been raided leaving him with no telephones or internet connection. 


I BY ED HILL 


DAMIAN Green’s reputation with¬ 
in the Conservative Party is set to 
rocket, claims former Ashford MP 
Sir Keith Speed. 

And this week Mr Green, the Shadow 
Immigration Minister, vowed it would be busi¬ 
ness as usual as he apologised to his con¬ 
stituents for delays caused by the hugely con¬ 
troversial police raids on his home and offices. 

Mr Green was arrested on Thursday and 
held for nine horn’s in a central London police 
station over alleged leaks to the media of sto¬ 
ries over immigration. He was not charged and 
released on police bail. He will have to attend 
the station again in three months time. 

It provoked a furious response from the 
Opposition, with MPs from both Conser¬ 
vatives and Liberal Democrats threatening to 
make the issue overshadow the Queen’s 
Speech in the House of Commons today. 

But despite fears Mr Green’s career could be 
forever tarnished by the claims, Sir Keith 
Speed says the drama has cemented his place 
in a future Conservative Cabinet. 

Speaking to Yourashford, Sir Keith said: “If 
anything this has made his position in the 
Shadow Cabinet stronger because he has 
showed he is doing his job properly. 

“I would not believe that in any way this will 
affect his constituency work or his work for the 
Conservative Party. 

“If there is a future Conservative govern¬ 
ment he will obviously be a minister.” 

Sir Keith, who was an MP for Ashford for 29 
years before stepping down and being replaced 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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Threshold is a most intimate drama experience. See web TV 

site www.yourkenttv.co.uk and see the leisure channel. 





The second part of an insight into Ashford cattle market See web 

TV site www.yourkenttv.co.uk and search 'cattle'. 
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'Innovative' 
shared space 
deserves to 


A TOP business chief has 
called on the town to give 
the controversial shared 
space traffic scheme a 
chance. 

The project, which sees an innova¬ 
tive blurring of pavements and roads 
in the centre of the town in a bid to 
emulate similar schemes in London 
and Europe, was blasted last week 
by Top Gear star Jeremy Clarkson. 

He said it was only a matter of 
time before someone was killed and 
hit out at the council decision mak¬ 
ers responsible. The scheme was 
even mentioned - and mocked - on 
satirical TV news quiz Have I Got 
News For You. 

And following our reporting of 
the story, you inundated us with let¬ 
ters criticising the scheme (see page 
20 - 21 ). 

But Jo James, chief executive of 
the Kent Invicta Chamber of 
Commerce, says we should see how it 
works over time rather than slating 
it immediately. 

Speaking to Yourashford, she said: 
“I do think we should take a wait and 
see approach to it. 

Education 

“It is very innovative for Ashford. 
It’s a nice concept in an ideal world 
but I do think it needs a lot of educa¬ 
tion behind it. 

“I know a DVD has been brought 
out but I’m not sure how widely cir¬ 
culated it has been.” 

At the centre of the row has been 
the safety of pedestrians - and 
potential confusion for motorists. 

A DVD, costing £15,000 and creat¬ 
ed by Kent County Council, inst¬ 
ructed how to cross the roads 
safely - with one guide being to 
ensure you engaged drivers ‘in 


HEAVY CRITICISM: Last week the BBC's 
Top Gear presenter Jeremy Clarkson gave his 
opinion on the shared space scheme 

eye contact’ before stepping out. 

We have obtained a copy of the 
DVD which you can view on our free, 
broadband TV website at www. 
yourkenttv.co.uk by searching for the 
word ‘shared’. 

But the overwhelming response 
from readers is that it is a misguided 
project which is causing nothing but 
confusion. 

However, Mrs James says she is 
keen not to see the town become the 
butt of jokes. 

She added: “Everyone always 
knocks Ashford. But here we are tak¬ 
ing a lead on something and if you 
look at what we have now compared 
with all the disruption recently, I 
think people need to give us a bit of a 
break.” 

• Do you agree with the views of Jeremy 
Clarkson and those writing on our letters 
pages this week? Or do you think the shared 
space scheme will prove a hit? Let us know by 
emailing yourashford@kosmedia.co.uk or write 
to: The Editor, Yourashford, KOS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SR. 



be given 

■ BY CHRIS BRITCHER 


a try 


MP insists he'll 
soon be back to 
work as normal 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

by Mr Green in 1997, added: “I am 
sure Damian is a resilient character 
and will get over this but it is obvious¬ 
ly unpleasant for him and his family. 

“In this particular case he has done 
nothing wrong; if he had leaked a 
state secret of security such as the 
new design of a submarine that is a 
different matter. But these are just 
things that might embarrass the gov¬ 
ernment.” 

Mr Green says he will be carrying 
on with his constituency work this 
week despite the furore. 

But he apologised to residents in 
the borough if responses are delayed 
as a result of police raiding his home 
in Charing H il l and his constituency 
office in Bethersden. 

Mr Green said: “I am doing my 
upmost to minimise this and I am 
sure and I hope that everyone will 
understand the reasons for this. 

“For a time my parliamentary email 
was shut down by the police but I 
have insisted it is restarted.” 

Raid 

Reports this week claim his home 
has been stripped of all communica¬ 
tions - including landlines and his 
internet connections. 

One claimed only the intervention 
of his wife - barrister Alicia - prevent¬ 
ed his mobile and Blackberry hand¬ 
held device also being taken from his 
home. 

Police also raided his London flat 
and parliamentary office. Mr Green 
has told friends he fears they may be 
bugged. Claims denied by officials. 

His parliamentary email was recon¬ 
nected on Monday. 

He said: “I am very touched by the 
number of messages of support I have 
received from the people in the 
Ashford constituency and I shall be 
holding my advice bureau as normal 
this Friday.” 

The speaker of the House of 
Commons, Michael Martin, will be 
making a statement about the situa¬ 
tion to the House today. He has been 
criticised for allowing the raids to go 
ahead. 

Mr Green was arrested after it was 
alleged he had encouraged Chris 
Galley, a junior civil servant at the 
Home Office, to leak Government doc¬ 
uments. 

He has also received cross party 
local support. Jessica Watts from the 
Ashford Labour Party said: “Damian 
has to do his job and the police have to 
do theirs. I do feel very sorry for him 
and have a huge amount of personal 
sympathy. On a personal level it is 
sad to watch.” 

• All the updates on this fast-changing story; 
simply log-on to www.yourashford.co.uk. 
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View 100s of 

our exquisite jewellery at 

www.yourkenttv.co.uk 

Just search for 
'exquisite jewellery’ 
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Shoppers have started 
to get their skates on 



HEATING UP: After a slow start, Ice World is finally capturing the imagination. Thanks to Invicta FM, see inset 


Invicta FM show 
provides huge 
boost to ice rink 

■ BY NICK AMES 


ICE World is finally starting to hot 
up - as hundreds descended on the 
temporary rink this weekend. 

Now organisers of the rink in the car park of 
Charter House say they expect the attraction to 
be a big hit despite disappointing support for its 
first week. 

However, a live radio show from Invicta FM 
breakfast show stars James Heming and 
Gemma Shepherd on Friday whipped up coun¬ 
tywide interest, putting the facility back on 
track. 

Viv Kenny of the Ashford Town Centre 
Partnership said: “The show was a great suc¬ 
cess in telling people the skating rink was open 
for business. 

“At the weekend we saw an increased num¬ 
ber of people using it and with the Winter 
Festival [see story below] further attracting 
people to the town we hope that will continue 
right through the Christmas period. 

“The ice rink is open until January 4 and any¬ 
one can come along and have a go. 

“The signage is being improved. It took a 
while as we had to liaise with people like Kent 
Highways but now people should have all the 


directions they need to find us.” 

Ice World has proved to be something of a 
slow burner and up until the weekend threat¬ 
ened to be a damp squib. 

Its opening was a week late due to problems 
getting the water to turn to ice. And when it 
finally did open for business miserable weather 
ensured the rink and fairground rides sur¬ 
rounding it stood disappointingly quiet. 


Organiser Paul King said: ‘We had around 
400 people on the Saturday and maybe 200 on 
Sunday when the weather was really awful. 

“But it is really picking up now and the 
Invicta live show was a real success.” 

Schoolgirl Molly Ryan, 11, took to the ice 
before lessons as the Invicta FM team offered 
free skating. She told Yourashford: “It’s great, 
there’s music and skating. It’s lots of fun.” 


Offenders to go 
high visibility 

OFFENDERS carrying out unpaid work 
in public areas in Ashford as part of their 
sentence will be required to wear high- 
visibility jackets from this week, as part 
of a national scheme to improve public 
confidence in the justice system. 

As of Monday, offenders under the 
supervision of Kent Probation will wear 
bright orange jackets branded with the 
Community Payback logo. 

Offenders on Community Payback can 
be ordered by the courts to carry out 
unpaid work such as picking up litter, 
renovating community centres, site 
clearance and graffiti removal. 

In any given week Kent Probation 
staff supervise around 1,000 offenders 
performing unpaid work as part of their 
community sentence. Between April and 
October 2008, 104 community orders 
with a requirement to carry out 
Community Payback were made in 
Ashford, totalling 14,566 hours of work. 

Offenders are currently removing 
graffiti from around Ashford and work¬ 
ing with Clean Kent to improve the Wye 
Cycle track by removing rubbish and 
painting recycling bins. 


VIEW THIS CLIP ON 

yourkenttv.co.uk 

S§ local(t ONLINE 



Watch the Invicta FM breakfast 
_ team take to the ice. Search 'ice' 
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Cheat fined 
after pleading 
guilty to fraud 

A BENEFITS cheat from 
Kennington has been fined and 
ordered to carry out community 
service after pleading guilty of 
fraud. 

Mechelle Terry, 35, had failed to 
notify the council and the 
Department of Work and Pensions 
of a change in her circumstances 
and continued to claim benefits for 
housing and council tax, as well as 
job seekers allowance, despite 
being employed. 

She was given a £100 fine and 
100 hours of community service for 
illegally claiming more than £1,000 
in benefits. 

She had previously been 
cautioned for benefit fraud back in 
2004. 

Yourashford, in conjunction with 
Ashford council, has this year run a 
hugely successful campaign target¬ 
ing benefit cheats entitled Your 
Money, Your Loss! 

Know a benefit cheat? Stop them 
stealing your money. Call 0800 
0262456. 


Crowds flock to 
the shops for 
Winter Festival 


IT MAY have poured down but that 
did not stop visitors from flooding to 
the town centre for the Ashford 
Winter Festival at the weekend. 

And those who braved the ele¬ 
ments were treated to an array of 
entertainment and tasty treats. 

European stall holders, local pro¬ 
ducers and arts and crafts stalls, 
added to the town’s regular street 
market, drew in the crowds from 
across the county, with organisers 
hailing it a great success. 

A delighted Viv Kenny of the 
Ashford Town Centre Partnership, 
said: “The Winter Festival provided a 
great kick start for the town centre 
in the run up to the festive period. It 
was lovely to see so many people 
enjoying the entertainment and 
attractions.” 

It has proved the perfect start for 
the town’s traders as they look to 
banish fears of the credit crunch tak¬ 


ing a big bite out of their takings this 
Christmas. 

Most encouraging was a sharp rise 
in visitors - footfall - to the town 
centre. 

Explains Mrs Kenny: “The Town 
Centre Partnership has been work¬ 
ing hard with a series of special 
events to put Ashford high on the 
list for Christmas shopping this sea¬ 
son. 

“There was a huge increase in foot¬ 
fall for the festive light switch on 
and, despite some very unfriendly 
weather; the town centre remained 
busy and bustling for this one with 
the Winter Festival. 

“Footfall for both special weekends 
was up by around 40 per cent. 
Special thanks to the private and 
public funding partners whose sup¬ 
port enabled a fantastic opportunity 
to promote Ashford to a Kent-wide 
audience.” 



Special Offer Sunday Lunch 
December Only 
Three courses £9.95 


For all bookings please call 
01227 733892 
or see our new website 

www.howfieldcanterbury.co.uk 

We look forward to welcoming you to Howfield soon! 
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Developers build on their 
excellence with awards 


TOP buildings in the town will be reward¬ 
ed tomorrow at the Ashford Building 
Excellence Awards. 

Taking place at the Civic Centre, the 
scheme highlights the importance of build¬ 
ing control in achieving high standards. 

It also gives recognition to companies and 
individuals within the construction indus¬ 
try who are committed to producing high 
quality buildings throughout the borough. 

Winners will include clever thinking 
designers and innovative construction proj¬ 
ects completed over the last year. 

Charity sessions give aid 
to the hard of hearing 

HARD of hearing charity Hi Kent is now 
running its free aftercare clinics for hearing 
aid users every week. 

They will be held at the Ashford Gateway 
Centre in Park Mall every Monday and 
Thursday between 10am to 12.30pm and at 
Ashford Age Concern in St John’s Lane 
every Tuesday from 10.30am to 11.30am. 

People with NHS hearing aids can drop in 
and get them cleaned and re-tubed, and 
also collect fresh batteries free of charge. 

Chapel Down raises a 
glass to latest success 

WINE producer Chapel Down is celebrating 
picking up another award. 

The Chartered Institute of Marketing 
chose to acknowledge the Tenterden wine¬ 
maker’s achievements at the Food, Drink & 
Agriculture’s annual President’s Dinner. 

Former winners include Green & Blacks 
chocolate and the Fair Trade Foundation. 

The award acknowledges Chapel Down’s 
role in rejuvenating the English wine indus¬ 
try and its success in Taking on’ a well-estab¬ 
lished global industry. 

Red hot entertainment 
for fans of sizzling salsa 

THE Equator World Music series continues 
with a performance from the high-energy 
music of the Orchestra Cache Salsa Band 
on December 13. 

Cache play red-hot Salsa with a line-up of 
three percussionists, bass, piano, a brass 
section and authentic Latin vocals to give a 
genuine Cuban music experience. 

The show begins at 7.30pm at Ashford 
School’s Brake Hall. 

Tickets are available at www.shivanova 
.com or Ashford Tourist Information Centre 
on 01233 629165, or at 18 The Churchyard. 


Village braced for another battle as latest scheme unveiled 


Wil wind farm 
proposal run 
out of puff? 


■ BY NICK AMES 


FIRST it was a lorry park for 3,000 
trucks. Then there was the small 
issue of a sludge recycling centre. 
Now locals have been left stunned 
by plans for a wind farm too. 

It never rains on a site between Aldington 
and Sellindge, it seems, but it pours. 

However, the latest plans for a wind farm 
have been mocked...because, say residents, 
there is not enough wind to power them. 

Plans for three turbines - taller than those 
on Romney Marsh - have been put forward by 
consultants Arup, which has been hired by the 
Partnership for Renewables, a group which is 
examining sites across the UK 

Aldington parish council vice chairman 
Alison Finn said: “I don’t think we have 
enough wind around here to make them effec¬ 
tive. It’s a sheltered place. 

“As far as I understand it they need wind to 
generate electricity - well, there’s not enough 
of it around here.” 

It has also emerged the land identified for 
the proposed wind farm is the same as that 
which has been earmarked for the controver¬ 


sial lorry park by Kent County Council. 

Locals say they are astonished at the lack of 
communication between the two development 
bodies. 

Aldington parish councillor Peter Kemp 
said: ‘Why don’t they talk to us when all these 
development proposals are going ahead? We 
are the people who live here and know the 
area. 

‘We really don’t get a say do we? I hope I am 
not here to see it but I can envisage a time in 
the not too distant future when our village is 
linked with Ashford in an urban sprawl. 

“As for these turbines - I’d really rather not 
see them. I know they are on Romney Marsh 
which at least has some wind but they are a 
blot on the landscape there as well.” 

The three turbine locations would be near 
the Sellindge converter station, between the 
M20 and Channel Tunnel rail link and on the 
other side of the rail tracks. 

A spokesman for Partnership for Ren¬ 
ewables said: ‘We are investigating thousands 
of sites across the UK and this is one of them. 

‘We are committed to only developing wind 
turbines in locations where conditions are 
appropriate and that is what our consultants 
are attempting to discover.” 

A spokesman for KCC said no formal pro¬ 
posals had been received from the developers. 



POWERLESS: Residents don't think there's enough 
wind for turbines to be of use to the National Grid 


VIEW 

yourkenttv.co.uk 

Bp locality! ONLINE 
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Don't miss part two of cattle film 


THE second part of our fascinating video docu¬ 
mentary on the history of Ashford’s cattle mar¬ 
ket is available to view now. 

The exclusive look back at the history of the 
site in Elwick Road and its new home on the 
Orbital Park proved a big hit last week and the 
conclusion is online now. 

Presented by Julie Maddocks, the film exam¬ 
ines the crucial role the market has played in 
the history of the town and its position in the 
county. 

To view the clip simply log-on to the site 
www.yourkenttv.co.uk and click on the link to 
the Leisure Channel at the top of the home page. 


And if you missed last week’s first part don’t 
worry. The clip is still available. Simply put ‘cat¬ 
tle’ into the search box. 

Meanwhile, opening of the Till the Cows Come 
Home artwork was marked at the weekend. The 
piece by local artist Cathy Streeter celebrates 
people’s memories of the old cattle market. 

The work is made up of outlines of cows etched 
into the old brick wall which marked the border 
of the site off Elwick Road. Speakers mounted in 
the wall also reproduce recordings of people’s 
memories of the market collected by the artist. 

Guest of honour was former market regular 
Harold Hall, 80, whose memories can be heard. 


londa 



SPECIAL OFFER 

ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 

Buy 2 main meals in the bistro and 
get a bottle of house wine. 


Whether it's a quick Panini for lunch, or a delicious dinner with family 
and friends londa bistro and brasserie has it all cooked fresh everyday. 

Try our contemporary continental menus for a taste, style and 
ambience new to Ashford. 

Don't fancy a meal? Your more than welcome to come and 
look around and relax with a freshly ground coffee and a 
refreshing ice cream. 


Call Now 01233 668800 

1 1 3 Station Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 
www.londa.co.uk 



Eastern and Coastal Kent 


Your Skills 

Our Vision 

As one of Kent's largest employers, 
we aim to employ and train a 
world-class workforce capable of 
meeting our many challenges. 

In return for their skills and 
commitment we offer wide-ranging 
staff benefits. 

See our ad in the recruitment section 
to find out more and apply. 


Perfect gift for 


Christman 


rX-Mas Club 

starts from £10 only 

Toddlers Bikes start 
asjittle as Just £29.99 

Larger collection of 

Chilclren’s bikes 



01233 639558 1 ’Ashford Cycle Centre 

Also at Stone Street, IW Ellingham Industrial 
Cranbrook, Centre, Ashford, TN23 6LZ 

Kent TN17 3HB Rear of Rocky’s Cafe 
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UNCERTAIN: Although Woolworths will remain open until the January sales nothing more is clear for the store 

Pick V mix of 
buyers have an 
eye on WooTies 


WHILE the future of high street 
store Woolworths hangs in the 
balance for the estimated 40 staff 
who work across the Ashford and 
Tenterden branches, it will bring 
a Christmas of uncertainty. 

As Yourashford went to press, talks were 
under way with a number of interested par¬ 
ties - and rival retailers - who were keen to 
snap up the troubled firm which last week 
slumped into administration. 

It could be sold as an on-going business, or 
broken up. 

Keen to keep money coming in over the 
busiest months, administrator Deloitte has 
confirmed the stores nationwide will remain 
open and staff paid up to and including the 
January sales. 

But the doubts will continue over the 
future of the prominent stores, including the 
one in Ashford town centre - an outlet which 
has been at the very heart of the town for 
more than 70 years. 

Historian Alan Terry is curator of the 
Ashford Museum and has studied the town’s 
growth as a retail centre. 

He said Woolworths has been a fixture in 
the town for the best part of the last century. 

He told Yourashford: “It has always meant 
a lot to Ashford. It is part of our heritage - 
occupying as it does such a prominent loca- 


■ BY NICK AMES 


tion in the centre of the town. 

“It’s been a fixture for so many years in the 
town I am sure people will be very upset to 
see it go.” 

Viv Kenny of the Ashford Town Centre 
Partnership said: “Many people have a great 
deal of affection for Woolworths. We want to 
see a rescue package put forward. 

“At this time of year to have one of the most 
famous names on the high street in trouble is 
a very unfortunate thing.” 

The Tenterden branch is one of the town’s 
only convenience stores and plays a key role 
in the community. 

Managers of both stores refused to discuss 
the situation when contacted - or confirm 
the numbers of staff whose jobs are under 
threat - referring all calls to head office. 

Local chamber of commerce representa¬ 
tives said they hoped a solution could be 
found to save the stores. 

• What do you think of the threat to 
Woolworths - and what should take its 
place in the town centre should it fail? 
Write to: The Editor, Yourashford, KOS 
Media, Apple Bam, Hythe Road, 

Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR Or 
email: yourashford@kosmedia.co. uk. 


Your views on the 
threat to our store 

IT’S been on our High Street since the 30s... so 
what does the threat facing Woolworths mean 
to you? 

Our reporter Nick Ames took to the streets to 
talk to shoppers and get their views - and 
filmed a short clip for our free broadband TV 
website www.yourkenttv.co.uk. 

Shopper Tracey Trawem said: “I’m very dis¬ 
appointed at this news. It would leave a real 
hole in Ashford’s town centre.” 

To view the clip search ‘woolworths’. 


VIEW 

yourkenttv.co.uk 

locality! ONLINE 
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A VAT of great deals 
are on offer at centre 


SHOPKEEPERS in County Square will be 
hoping the slash in VAT - and a string of 
entertainment lined up - will ensure a 
happy Christmas this year. 

With late night shopping and festive illu¬ 
minations all under way, this Saturday will 
see community choirs and bands descend on 
the centre to perform traditional carols 
between 11am and 4pm. 

And if that doesn’t get you in the mood, the 
following weekend sees the arrival of Bjorn 
the polar bear; who, it is claimed, needs to be 
“seen to be believed”. 

Frances Burt, commercial manager said: 
“This is the first Christmas since the new 
extension was opened in the spring, so 
Christmas shopping at County Square has 
never been so good.” 

VAT was reduced from 17.5 per cent to 15 
per cent, as of Monday. 

Late night shopping on Thursdays sees 
participating shops keeping their doors open 
until 8pm. To find out more visit the website 
atwww.countysquareshoppingcentre.com. 


Police tackle surge in 
number plate thefts 

CROOKS pinching car number plates may 
find crime more difficult after police helped 
motorists with a theft protection device. 

Number plates are increasingly being 
pinched then transferred to other vehicles, 
which are then used to commit crime. 
Innocent drivers have been known to receive 
court summons, speeding tickets and park¬ 
ing fines when their stolen plates are picked 
up on CCTV and speed cameras. 

Last week, police looked to tackle the prob¬ 
lem by fitting vehicles with safety screws for 
£2.50 at the town’s Halfords store on the 
Gallagher Retail Park at a special vehicle 
security roadshow. 

Late night shopping is 
hailed a great success 

COUNTY Square kicked off Christmas in 
true seasonal style on Thursday with the 
launch of late night shopping in the centre. 

More than 500 free mince pies were 
munched and 40 litres of wine guzzled by vis¬ 
itors who were treated to an evening of enter¬ 
tainment as stores kept their doors open 
until 8pm. 

Frances Burt, commercial manager at 
County Square, said: “Despite the wet weath¬ 
er hundreds of visitors came to enjoy the fes¬ 
tive party atmosphere at the centre. 

“It was a great start to late night shopping.” 


Retail 
Trier apy 


Accessorize 

Adams 

Barratts Shoes 
Bronzone 
Butterfly's 
Dolland & Aitchison 
Dorothy Perkins 
Dr & Herbs 
Health Matters 
Hearing Company 
KallKwik 
KCC Gateway 
Learn Direct 
MaRi Novelty's 
Millets 

Office Angels 

Orange 

Printing.com 

Thomas Cook 

Topshop/Topman 

Superdrug 

Wilkinson 






Park Mall Shopping Centre Ashford T: 01233 630811 www.parkmallshopping.co.uk 
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WE NOW OFFER 

A/B/C RATED 

ENERGY 

SAVING 

WINDOWS 
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75 % 


of our business is from existing 
customers or recommendations 
from our existing customers 

Testimony to the quality of our service from 
sale to installation 
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FANTASTIC OAK LOOK 
UPVC ARMOURDOOR NOW 


Now available in 
many styles and colours 
including black 

*When you spend more than £3,000 
on any of our products 


APPROVED MEMBER 


NetiuorkVi^fil 


[reliable in the extreme | 

Quality windows, doors, conservatories and roofline 


Network VEKA is recommended 
by Steve Davis. 


Network VEKA and Steve Davis share 
a passion. Both are world leading frame 
experts that are reliable in the extreme. 

O' CONSERVATORIES 
fj WINDOWS 


□ DOORS 


□ 10-YEAR PEACE OF 


MIND GUARANTEE 


ALL NETWORK VEKA 
PRODUCTS COME WITH 
A 10 YEAR GUARANTEE 


lephant 


To find your local Elephant showroom visit 

www.elephantwindows.co.uk 

0800 195 0000 


Showroom open: Mon to Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm and Sun 10am-2pm 
Showrooms at: 142 Newington Rd, Ramsgate and Bybrook Barn, Ashford 
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Canterbury 

5°C 
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Maidstone 
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Chatham 

6°C 

5°C 
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8°C 

Ramsgate 
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8°C 

Rochester 
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8°C 

Dover 

5°C 

6°C 

7°C 

7°C 

7°C 

Sevenoaks 

4°C 
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7°C 
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Faversham 
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8°C 
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8°C 

Sittingbourne 6°C 
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Tonbridge 
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Tun Wells 
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WEEKEND 
^ HIGH TIDES 


Chatham 

Saturday 

4:38pm 

5.2m 

Sunday 

5:27pm 

5.0m 

Dover 

Saturday 

2:46pm 

5.6m 

Sunday 

3:42pm 

5.4m 

Dungeness 

Saturday 

2:40pm 

6.6m 

Sunday 

3:30pm 

6.4m 

Ramsgate 

Saturday 

3:16pm 

4.2m 

Sunday 

4:12pm 

4.1m 

Sheerness 

Saturday 

4:27pm 

5.0m 

Sunday 

5:16pm 

4.9m 

Whitstable 

Saturday 

4:30pm 

4.7m 

Sunday 

5:24pm 

4.5m 


AROUND THE 
WORLD YESTERDAY 



Amsterdam 

mtm 

Madrid 

6°C 

Athens 

17°C 

New York 

■■ 

Barcelona 

12°C 

Paris 

5°C 

Beijing 

12°C 

Rome 

16°C 

Bombay 

30°C| 

Sydney 

31°C 

Cape Town 

27°C 

Tenerife 

21°C 

Cardiff 

5°C 

Tokyo 

12°C 

Gibraltar 

12°C 

Vancouver 

11°C 

Hong Kong 

■ua 

Warsaw 

10°C 

Las Palmas 

19°C 

Wellington 

19°C 



Don't write 
us off, say 
hoodies 
ahead of 
campaign 

AN ARMY of ^hoodies’ will be { 
taking to County Square on 
Saturday as part of a national campaign 
revealing issues young people want to tackle to 
give them a better future. 

The Don’t Write Us Off event is intended to 
show that young people can have a positive 
effect on the future. 

Steff Foreman, one of the organisers, said: 
‘We want to show they are not all a problem. 

“People’s perception of hoodies is generally 
negative and we want to surprise them. 

“They will be doing things like handing out 
fortune cookies which will have details of 
their views on how best to help society as well 
as stopping and talking to people about 
their views.” 



Issues 

Information gained by the youngsters will be 
used to set up volunteering projects to help 
tackle issues. 

It will also form a platform for young people 
to lobby for increased involvement in public 
services overseen by both local and national 
government. 

Shoppers will get the fortune cookies in 
return for contributing their own views on 
tackling issues such as crime, teenage preg¬ 
nancy, drink, drugs, gangs and education. 

The organiser added: “The whole event is 
about showing how the talents of young people 
can be developed as well as giving the young 
people themselves the chance to explain what it 
is they and their friends are concerned about.” 

The event will take place between 10 am and 
3pm this Saturday, December 6. 


CARPET FACTORY OUTLET 

WHERE CARPETS REALLY DO COST LESS 


110/ OFV AllSTWKED 

CARPETS & VINYL 

/U ® REMNANTS _ 

ORDER NOW FOR DELIVERY & FITTING BEFORE XMAS 




AYRSHIRE TWIST 


M I'MIl'MINl n i il b ^ III SHOP AT HOME SERVICE 


In 12 Superb Modern Neutral colours. 

80% wool, 20% Polypropylene. 45 ounce 

RRP £22.99 sq mt 
Factory Outlet Price £16.99 sa mt 


Whole House Natural Effect 

Up to 100m 2 ,100% Polypropylene, 
Stain Resistant, including Underlay, 
Grips, Fitting & Doorbars 

Was Price £1250 
NOW ONLY £1099 


Whole House Stain 
Resistant Twist 

Up to 100m2,8 Superb Colours, Including 
Underlay, Grips, Fitting & Doorbars 

Was Price £1250 
NOW ONLY £1050 


Whole House Loo| 
on Felt Back 

Up to 100m2,4 Colours,Heavy 
Domestic, Including Fitting & Doorbars 

Was Price £700 
NOW ONLY £630 


OR With 
Un 

Wi 

NOW ONLY £1000 


SHOP AT HOME SERVICE 

Buy flooring from the comfort of your own home. 
We come to you with a selection of samples for you 
to choose from. It is that easy with no obligation! 
Just pick up the phone and we will do the rest... 

CALL 01233 501280 



Unit 7 Ashford Trade Centre, Hall Avenue, Orbital Park 

ASHFORD 01233 501280 

Mon-Fri 9:00am-6.00pm Sat 9am-6;00pm Sun 10.00-4.00pm 

Ample FREE parking 

WWW.CARPETS4LESS.EU 
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QUESTION & ANSWER 


CARLTON 

SURLEY 


II 






What is the purpose of the Gateway? 

The purpose of Gateway is to provide a 
range of services in partnership with a 
number of Government, voluntary and private 
sector agencies all from a modem, retail loca¬ 
tion that is easy to get to. 

The Gateway purpose is also a passion for 
excellence that is shared by staff and manage¬ 
ment. We are constantly working to deliver 
best value for Kent taxpayers’ money. You 
could say that the benefit to the community is 
part of the value. 

For more information on our services visit 
our website at www.ashfordgateway.co.uk or 
contact us on info@ashfordgateway.co.uk 

Q How long have you been connected with the Gateway in 
Ashford? How did you get the job? 

A I have been working for Gateway for just 
over a year and it has been a life-changing 
experience. How did I get the job? Well, that’s 
probably more of an answer for Jane Kendal 
who heads up the Gateway team but I’m sure 
that dedication to delivering high quality, 
modem customer services and previous proj¬ 
ect management experience helped. 


Q 


What is the best thing about the job? 


in new and creative ways. At Gateway we do 
not say “sorry we don’t do that here” but “if we 
don’t know the answer then we’ll find someone 
who does”; instead of “you can’t do that” the 
philosophy will always be “let’s do this”. 


Q 


I What do you think of Ashford? 


A I get the chance to have a positive impact 
on people’s lives on a day-to-day basis and 
to work in a vibrant and friendly environment. 
The job gives me a chance to listen to people 
and use their feedback to develop our services 


A I’m fairly new to Ashford and the surround¬ 
ing area but have found the people to be 
very friendly. 

I am pleased the Eurostar is running from 
Ashford to Bmssels as I have used it quite often. 
There are a lot of plans for growth in Ashford 
and hopefully this will have a positive affect on 
the town, its people and prosperity. 

The Gateway is due to move into a new building on 
Church Road, what will that mean for your users? 

The new Gateway at Church Road will be 
called Ashford Gateway Plus. The Ashford 
Gateway was a pilot, but has been so success¬ 
ful that the service has outgrown the current 
premises. 

The new Gateway will allow us to offer a 
wider range of services in a much larger, state 
of the art building and will feature communi¬ 
ty services such as the library, registrars, 
Adult Education and Skills Plus, health serv¬ 
ices and a greater presence from Kent Adult 
Social Services among others. 




would be an understatement. We carry out 
regularly surveys with customers to make 
sure we are providing high-quality customer 
service. Customer satisfaction rates are con¬ 
sistently well above 90 per cent. 

Q Have you seen an increase in people needing help as a 
result of the credit crunch? 

A Surprisingly, although our footfall figures 
have steadily increased, we have not seen 
a significant rise because of the credit cmnch. 
Time will tell what impact will be, but we are 
actively thinking about the kind of informa¬ 
tion and support people might need in the 
coming months. 

Q lf you had not ended up in the career you do now, what 
else would you have liked to do? 

A I never had any ambitions to work in local 
government. Instead, it has been the indi¬ 
vidual roles that have interested me - partic¬ 
ularly my current job. 

My background is actually in environment 
and I still have the burning desire to tie myself 
to a tree somewhere. Maybe that’s one for 
the future. 


Q 


How do you spend your spare time? 


>What feedback do you get from people who use the 
service? 

V) say customer feedback has been positive 


A I have two children with a 13 year age 
gap. Put this together with my work and 
I find myself left with a social life that is 
as quiet as the Monty Python parrot. But if 
anyone wants to take me out for a beer, I am 
open to offers. 


Carlton Surley is manager of the Ashford Gateway - a one-stop shop of support and advice agencies 
situated in the heart of the town within the Park Mall shopping centre. He talks to Ed Hill 


OCCASIONAL FURNITURE FOR XMAS 



Victorian 
Side Rack 

Was £275 

Now £219 




2 over 2 
Bunfoot 
Chest 

Was £325 

Now £259 


Apothecary 

Chest 

Was £649 

Now £519 



Small 

Raffles 

Table 

Was £205 

Now £165 



12 Drawer 
Coffee Table 

Was £425 

Now £339 



01227 463550 Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm Sun 1 Oam - 4pm www.nasons.co.uk 




























Gardeners go wild 
encouraging nature 



BOOST: By making our gardens more wildlife-friendly, we can help reverse the decline of birds such as the house sparrow 


■ BY NICK AMES 


MORE than 1,000 people across 
the county have signed up for the 
RSPB’s Home For Wildlife project 
- as the first results of this year’s 
survey are revealed. 

Some 25,000 gardeners nationwide have 
signed up to the scheme, which offers free, 
tailored wildlife-gardening advice to help peo¬ 
ple transform their homes and gardens into 
mini-nature reserves. 

And the county has proved one of the most 
enthusiastic embracers of the project, with 
only four other counties providing a higher 
number of participants. 

The RSPB’s Richard Bashford said: “Kent’s 
wildlife is increasingly reliant on our gardens 
for food, water and shelter, so it’s fantastic that 
people are so committed to making their 
homes and gardens wildlife-friendly. 

“Through Homes For Wildlife, we’re trying to 
reverse the alarming decline of familiar birds 
such as house sparrows, starlings and song 
thrushes. Large numbers of these birds make 
their homes in our gardens. 

“The time committed by Kent residents in 
taking action will help create a better future 
for them and other wildlife in the not-too- 
distant future.” 

Results show participants are carrying out 
an average of 12 tasks each to help frogs, 
toads, bats, insects, hedgehogs and birds. 

Providing seed mixes, growing flowering 
nectar-rich plants and planting dense thorny 
bushes are some of the most popular actions 
people have taken as part of the Homes For 
Wildlife project. 

Participants also counted birds, bats, bees, 
butterflies and bugs over the summer. 

Across Kent, about 70 per cent counted 
blackbirds’ nests. The snail was the creature 
most seen across the region, with an average 




of 13 per garden, one more than the national 
average. 

Other results reveal that about 80 per cent 
of gardens surveyed had frogs, around a third 
had toads, and half had newts. About half of 
the gardens participating in the region also 
had bats and hedgehogs. 

Kent was the only county in the South East 
to record the national average of five house 
sparrows per garden. All other counties in the 
region lagged behind with an average of three. 

Despite house sparrows remaining the most- 
seen bird in gardens, numbers have reduced by 
more than two-thirds over 30 years. Research 


suggests a lack of insects to feed young is con¬ 
tributing to declines. Homes For Wildlife par¬ 
ticipants are helping to combat this by encour¬ 
aging insects back into their gardens. 

Mr Bashford added: ‘We’ve made a fantastic 
start, but it’s really important that more 
people get involved. Now is a great time to 
think longer-term about turning your garden 
into a haven for wildlife. 

“The more people who sign up and take 
action, the bigger effect we will have. By tak¬ 
ing simple wildlife-friendly steps in our gar¬ 
dens, collectively we will make a real differ¬ 
ence for many Kent birds and other wildlife.” 


Don't fall prey to 
the scammers 
this Christmas 


FIND yourself faced with a wrangle over 
your rights while shopping this festive 
season? Then help is at hand. 

With the credit crunch set to change our 
buying habits, consumer support groups 
say they are ramping up their efforts to 
ensure we do not end up being ripped off 
this Christmas by making us all aware of 
our rights. 

And with even some of the biggest retail 
names buckling under the pressure of an 
impending recession, shopping with confi¬ 
dence is crucial to reviving our local 
economies. 

Consumer Direct South East, a 
Government-funded advice organisation, 
and Kent Trading Standards provide guid¬ 
ance on consumer rights and practical 
advice for problems with goods and traders. 

The Consumer Direct website offers 
information and guidance on a variety of 
issues including online shopping, handling 
credit, avoiding scams and guarantees and 
contracts. 

And if you want to only buy from compa¬ 
nies who have proved themselves as fair 
and honest, then Trading Standards in the 
region has set up the Buy With Confidence 
scheme which gives access to a free directo¬ 
ry of trusted traders. 

Only businesses that pass strict tests are 
accepted on to the scheme. 

As well as general advice and guidance on 
disagreements, Consumer Direct can also 
advise on making complaints; refer a case 
to a local Trading Standards service; and 
explain more about issues such as war¬ 
ranties, refunds and buying on credit. You 
can phone Consumer Direct 
on 08454 040506. 

Kent Trading Standards J 
offers an advice^ 
pack and useful t 
leaflets and a* 
list of frequently- 
asked questions! 
which provides * 
helpful guidance. 

For details, see 
www.consumer 
direct.gov.uk or 
www.trading 
standards.gov.uk. 



© South Kent College 

ASHPOfiP ■ POVIH ‘FOLKESTONE 


New range of courses 
for young people with few 
or no qualifications 


Course areas for young people and adults starting from January 2009 

• Access to Higher Education • Catering and Hospitality • Electrical • ES0L 
• Health and Social Care • I.T. • Management • Marketing • Teacher Training 

Find out more 

• Go to www.southkent.ac.uk • Ask at one of our main campus receptions • Call 0845 207 8220 
For essential short courses at work go to www.t4b.org.uk 
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Win a share of £1 Million in Advertising 
& Marketing for your Business. 

• Charity Award • New Business/Product Award • Innovation Award • Community Award • Employer Award 

• Leisure & Tourism Award • Retailer Award • Service Award • Training & Staff Development Award KOS 

media 

For details go to kentnews.co.uk Award Winning Company 
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Mountain of salt is 
ready for our roads 

■ BY ED HILL 

YOU heard it here first - our roads 
will be prepared for the traditional 
snow white-out this winter. 

At least that’s the brave claim by Kent 
Highway Services (KHS), which says that by 
harnessing precise forecasting, salt to tackle 
ice and snow on our roads “can now be laid at 
the right time, first time”. 

Which will be music to the ears of com¬ 
muters who all too often find that the first 
flurry of snow causes chaos to the main roads 
in the county, prompting complaints over why 
preparations were not made in advance. 

But this year, 20,000 tonnes of salt has been 
stockpiled and 64 spreading vehicles across 
seven salting depots - including the new 
super-depot at Ashford - are ready to go out. 

A Kent Highways spokesman said: 

“Treating the roads is based on detailed 
weather information and careful planning. 

When salting vehicles leave the depot, it’s the 
final stage in a process that starts with watch¬ 
ing the weather.” 

Data is gathered from 14 weather stations 
around the county. The information includes 
road temperature, air temperature and mois¬ 
ture levels. Five of the stations also have cam¬ 
eras to monitor what the roads look like at any 
given time. 

The data is then gathered together by a 
meteorological company that merges it with a 
weather forecast dedicated to Kent’s roads. 

The resulting information is issued to KHS 
three times a day, and this is turned into a 
Kent Road Weather Forecast, giving details of 
any salting action as necessary. 

The forecast categorises action into green, 
amber or red. Red alert means temperatures 
on the road will drop to freezing and the salt¬ 
ing crews will usually go out. 



PREPARED: More than 20,000 tonnes of salt and 64 spreading vehicles are ready to keep roads open in winter 


A green forecast requires no salting action, 
while amber alerts salting crews that action 
could be necessary and a further update will 
be issued. 

Kim Hills, head of community operations for 
KHS, said: “People often think salting the 
roads is about rushing out when the first 
snowflake falls, but there’s actually a lot of 
planning involved to make sure we’re deliver¬ 
ing the service as effectively and efficiently as 
possible. 

‘While Kent residents are tucked up in bed, 


we’re out and about laying salt at the right 
time to make sure Kent’s roads are as safe as 
possible in winter weather.” 

A spokesman added: “In the event of really 
bad weather, the crews move into a shift 
pattern to keep working around the clock and, 
for extremely bad weather, snow-ploughs 
can be quickly fitted to the front of salting 
vehicles. 

“KHS also maintains salt-bins around the 
county. These bins are currently being topped 
up with salt or replaced if damaged.” 


Family and friends 
give thanks for a 
'wonderful' man 


TRIBUTES were paid to former Kent 
County Council leader Lord Sandy Bruce- 
Lockhart during a thanksgiving service at 
Canterbury Cathedral on Thursday last 
week. 

Lord Bruce-Lockhart, who stepped down 
as council leader in 2005, died on August 14 
after a long battle with cancer. 

Hundreds of friends, family members, 
former colleagues and politicians gathered 
for the cathedral service. 

Former Tory leader 
Michael Howard, the 
MP for Folkestone and 
Hythe, said Lord Bruce- 
Lockhart had enjoyed a 
“remarkable” political 
career. 

After the service, sen¬ 
ior Labour MP Ruth I 
Kelly described Lord | 

Bruce-Lockhart as 
“absolutely wonderful”. 

The former Cabinet I 
member said she had a rD r AT rmior. 
very good working rela- GRE 1 " T FJ ; GURE - 
tionship with him, in Lord Sandy Bruce- 



spite of their different Lockhart died of 
political backgrounds. cancer in August 

“He wanted to do 
what was right,” she said. 

Local government minister John Healey 
said: “He was a great figure in local govern¬ 
ment. In many ways he had so much more 
to offer to the country.” 

The service was led by the Very Rev 
Robert Willis, The Dean of Canterbury 
Cathedral, and there were readings by 
Harriet Creelman, Lord Bruce-Lockhart’s 
niece, and old friend Chris Gosling. 

Lord Bruce-Lockhart became a county 
councillor for Maidstone Rural East in 1989 
after chairing a rail committee in the Weald 
of Kent Preservation Society, protesting over 
the route of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. 

Lord Bruce-Lockhart led KCC for eight 
years from 1997, was knighted in 2002, 
made chairman of the Local Government 
Association in 2004 and became a life peer 
in 2006. 

In 2007 he was appointed chairman of 
English Heritage. 



646 muscles eased into total relaxation 
75 refreshing therapies 
15 ways to awaken your mind 
2 opportunities not to be taken lying down 
One of a kind 

Spa Christmas gift vouchers and 
Spa day packages now available 


Choose individual treatments, Spa days or simply create your very own individual package. 
Alternatively let us create a box of Spa goodies to please your intended, with a selection of luxurious 
face and body products to bring a smile to any face. 

However be warned; once here they may want to stay forever. 


Leisure and Spa at 
Ashford International Hotel 
Ashford, Kent 


01233 218403 

www. leisur eandspaat QHot els. co. uk 
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Students make leaning work 



THE next generation of mechani¬ 
cal engineers have proved they are 
made of the right stuff after being 
rewarded for their efforts at South 
Kent College. 

Students on the Ashford campus in Jemmett 
Road are not only proving they are developing 
the skills to succeed, but have the right atti¬ 
tude too. And it was their impeccable behav¬ 
iour in the college which was acknowledged 
and rewarded last week. 
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this is my P&O 


book early for 2009 

I get low fares and the crossing I want 

by booking early 


dover Calais 

any duration 
web fare from 

^27 

each way 
car and up to 9 people 


POferries.com/2009 

08712 22 27 50 

or see your travel agent 


P&O 'X, Ferries 


■ BY ED HILL 


The young men, who finished secondary 
school last summer, started at the college in 
September and are studying the intermediate 
certificate in engineering and technology VRQ 
Level 2. 

They are learning a broad range of practical 
skills including milling; turning; health and 
safety; engineering principles and techniques. 

And lecturer Tim Jordan was so impressed 
he selected some of his students for special 
recognition. 

Joshua Jenner, Ivan Wilson and James 
Dorey were distinguished for an outstand¬ 
ing record of 100 per cent achieved in: 
attendance; punctuality; behaviour; tidi¬ 
ness and safety; and preparation for 
lessons. 

Each student was given a certificate and 
a digital calibre; an invaluable tool for 
future mechanical engineers. 

Apprenticeships 

Successful achievement of this qualifica¬ 
tion will enable students to apply for 
apprenticeships or further qualifications in 
the mechanical engineering or electronic 
maintenance industries. 

Special posters are now being prepared to 
recognise the efforts so far of the trio, out¬ 
lining their success. 

• South Kent College is set to merge at the 
start of the 2009/10 term with Tonbridge- 
based West Kent College. 

The organisation is likely to undergo a 
name change, with some alterations to 
courses at certain campuses likely. 

It is also expected Ashford will become 
the headquarters in the east of the county 
for the merged entity when the learning 
campus in Victoria Road is finally built. 

The ambitious project will see the 
Jemmett Road site closed and sold off to 
fund the new multi-million building, which 
the college hopes will be a landmark build¬ 
ing in the town. 

The move comes after a disappointing 
Ofsted report earlier this year, which 
prompted a major review into the way the 
college is managed. Particular problems 
centred around finances. 

However, governors gave the merger 
option the go-ahead and it now just awaits 
approval from the relevant authorities. 



OUTSTANDING: Joshua Jenner, James Dorey and Ivan 
Wilson are presented with their certificates 


BREAK TIME 

Santa Claus trip for youngsters 


SIX children from the Caldecott 
Foundation will be jetting out to Lapland 
next week as part of a remarkably gener¬ 
ous gesture by building services company 
Halsion Ltd. 

The lucky six from the organisation in 
Smeeth which cares for those who have 
suffered from neglect or cruelty, will visit 
the snowy destination, take a sleigh ride 
and visit Father Christmas in his icy grot¬ 
to. And that’s not the only treat they will be 
receiving from the Petham-based firm. 

Later in the month, the company is fund¬ 
ing a Christmas party for every child at 
Caldecott - around 50, aged six to 15 - at 
Port Lympne Wild Animal Park. 

Halsion’s generosity is also taking care of 


more practical business at Caldecott by 
footing the bill for refurbishment of bath¬ 
rooms at one of the seven residential 
homes, as well as at the Pine Lodge recep¬ 
tion centre. 

Says Halsion office administrator 
Caroline Blackwell: “We admire the work 
Caldecott does for some of society’s most 
vulnerable young people, and we wanted to 
offer the sort of help which would not only 
make Christmas extra-special, but also 
have a longer-term impact.” 

Caldecott head of fund-raising 
Samantha Scott added: “We are delighted 
Halsion has joined our commercial sup¬ 
porters with a particularly generous pack¬ 
age of benefits.” 


SEND your schools news and pictures to yourashford@kosmedia.co.ulc. You can 
also upload your own video clips of schools events on to vww.yourlcenttv.co.uk 
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One 2 One 

Private Care Services 

One 2 One is a small, private care service that offers you just that; 
one to one help for anyone with physical disabilities, young or elderly. 

♦ Continuity of care guaranteed. 

♦ 24hr emergency call out service. 

♦ Sleep over services. 

^“Social Service Direct Payment Scheme. Also: Registered for Social Services Kent card users. 

♦ Back-up service for PA's. 

For full details of our wide range of services, 
phone Beverley on, 

01233 610542 
07729 763989 

Approved by Social Services, and registered with ( 




/Q 


Festive 
Lunches 



Book 

Now 



3 courses 


for only 
£15.95pp 






Please bring 
this advertisement 
to receive one 

complimentary 
glass of wine 

per person 


Call: 01233 619600 

Holiday Inn Ashford Central 

Canterbury Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 www.holiday-inn.com 
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yourashfordblogger 

Each week we get a mystery writer to air their views on living in the district of Ashford 



Salvation from any more 
shame is well worth it 


THE impending departure of 
Woolworths from our high streets 
is a remarkable turn of events. 

Yet, perhaps in this day and age, it is more 
remarkable that a shop has survived in such a 
competitive market when such a huge amount 
of its floor space was taken up by the humble 
pick and mix. Or should that be Pick ‘n’ Mix. 

I’m no economics expert, but surely a trade 
based on what were once known as penny 
chews cannot be a big money earner today? 

When I was young, every newsagent would 
have big jars of sweets and for a few pennies 
you could secure a ‘quarter’ of what took your 
fancy. I’m not sure I ever knew what the quar¬ 
ter was of - some sort of weight, that much I 
was certain of - but when it resulted in me 
getting a paper bag full of fizzy cola bottles, I 
was the last to seek clarification, I assure you. 

But then things changed in the sweet mar¬ 
ket. Woolies made it a help yourself affair. 
There was none of this shopkeeper weighing 
up the bags business after carefully scooping a 


load of liquorice allsorts onto the scales. Oh no. 

Now you grabbed a paper sack and tipped as 
many chocolate buttons coated in hundreds 
and thousands, or - if you were after quality 
over quantity - those nice chocolate covered 
nuts, as you could and got in the queue. 

Then, while trying to act cool, you experi¬ 
enced that all important sensation which 
would occur again and again into adulthood. 
But that first time - well it was a particular 
type of stomach churning humiliation; discov¬ 
ering what you thought would cost one price 
actually cost about triple the amount. 

Still without an idea of the measurement 
system after the quarter confusion, I would 
shovel the sweets in willy-nilly, thinking to 
myself just how on earth could these cost more 
than the shiny 50p I clutched in my mitts. 

Lo and behold, a quick weigh and £1.29 
would flash up. Not a lot in today’s money, but 
practically a month’s (pocket) money then. 

Of course, I couldn’t bring myself to say “lis¬ 
ten, mate, I’ve misjudged this, I’m off to tip 
most of these back, oh, and I cannot believe 


you’re not being prosecuted for what is effec¬ 
tively daylight robbery”, no. Instead, I’d go red¬ 
der than the artificial colouring in the sweets 
and be forced to spend most of my life’s savings 
to bail me out and save further blushes. Little 
wonder I grew up with so many hang-ups. 

Same with the cinema. Today, I take my chil¬ 
dren and I ensure they never repeat the mis¬ 
take I made, by withdrawing 50 quid before I 
even set foot in the complex. Sure enough by 
the time three bags of sweets, some popcorn 
and drinks have been precariously carried to 
our seats, that money has disappeared. 

And again, it is a pick ‘n’ mix which lies at 
the centre of the scandal. 

Of course, I’m sorry to hear of Woolworths’ 
predicament. But if it means future genera¬ 
tions never fall victim to the sweet miscalcula¬ 
tion then it’s impending death will not have 
been in vain. 

• EDITOR'S NOTE: All bloggers are supplied with full name 
and address of the authors. They do not reflect the view of 
the newspaper but are designed to give our readers the 
chance to air their views. 


GET IN TOUCH... 


We want to hear your views 

O EMAIL: Letters, comments, 
views (along with your name) 
to: yourashford@kosmedia.co.uk 

® TEXT: ASH then your message 
to: 81800 (please remember to 
include you name) 

LET US KNOW... 

If there is a story in your area you think we 
should be covering contact the editor, 
Chris Britcher, on 01303 817171 or email 
him on the details above. If you want to be 
the next Ashford blogger then all you have 
to do is submit an article to us (of around 
550 words) and email it to the editor. 
And don't forget, for all the latest news 
and video from your town log-on to 
www.yourashford.co.uk. 

Write to The Editor, YourAshford, KoS Media, Apple Barn, 
Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

• We cannot guarantee all articles will be published and all are at the editor's discretion 



Challenge 

the professionals... 


WASH YOUR HANDS! 

It is everyone's responsibility to stay clean. 


Your 


NHS 


Working with you to reduce infection 



HEALTHY 



01233 666226 | Unit 3b | Riverside Business Park | Mace Lane | Ashford | KentTN24 8PE 
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Do v er - Calais 


The more you travel, 



The SeaFrance Multi-Ticket Carnet is your passport to freedom 
across the Channel. Come and go as you please from as little as £26 
each way when you book 9 or more return crossings.Visit our website 
for full details and travel package options. When you can cross the 
Channel our way, why choose any other way? 


08 71 702 1806 seaf rance.com/kos 

Quote promotional code:YOUR 


The SeaFrance Multi-Ticket Carnet offer is subject to terms and conditions, full details are available on request or can be found at the stated 
web address. A £25 supplement applies when booking on peak dates. Offer is not bookable online. 
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fllN Get festively 


fruity with Anchor 


TIS the season to eat, drink 
and be merry, and here’s a 
great way to get started. 

Anchor Real Dairy Cream has 
teamed up with KOS Media, 
publishers of this 
newspaper, to give 
one lucky reader 
the chance to win 
everything they need 
to make some deli¬ 
cious fruity treats over 
the festive season. 

You’ll have all you 
need for you and your 
festive little squirts to 
get cooking, including; 
a complete baking set 
for kids, a kid’s cook book, 
smoothie maker, some 
festive jelly moulds, plus some 
aprons so you and the kids can get as 
creative as you like with all your 
favourite fruits. 

And as if that wasn’t enough, you’ll 
also receive some Anchor Real Dairy 


Cream to get everyone into the 
Christmas spirit. 

Created especially for the yuletide 
season, there are three delicious 
Limited Edition flavours of Anchor 
Real Dairy Cream this 
Christmas, just the thing to 
cover everyone’s taste. 

There’s Anchor Extra Thick 
with Brandy Real Dairy 
Cream, a favourite with 
dads, Anchor Extra Thick 
Real Dairy Cream, a luxury 
treat for all occasions and 
Anchor Chocolate Flavour 
Mousse, the perfect 
way to make fruit 
fun for kids over the 
Christmas period. 
All three flavours 
go deliciously well with 
your favourite seasonal winter fruits 
and there’s never been a better time to 
get festively fruity now Anchor has 
launched its We Love Festive Little 
Squirts’ campaign bursting with easy 
to prepare recipes. 


To enter, simply answer the 
question below and send your 
entry on a postcard along with 
your e-mail address (if applica¬ 
ble), name, address, and da; 
time telephone number t 
Anchor Comp, KOS Medn 
Apple Bam, Smeeth, Ashforc 
Kent, TN25 6SR. The closing 
date is December 12, 2008. 

Question: Which flavour oJ 
Anchor Real Dairy Cream 
will be a favourite with 
dads this Christmas? 

a) Anchor Extra Thick 
with Brandy Real Dairy 
Cream 

b) Anchor Extra Thick 
Real Dairy Cream 

c) Anchor Chocolate 
Flavour Mousse 

For more fruity recipe ideas to try 
with your festive little squirts see 
www.anchorsquirtymoments.co.uk. 

No purchase necessary. For our full terms and 
conditions see www.kentnews.co.uk or call 01303 
817073. If you do not wish to receive any litera¬ 
ture please write ‘no literature’ on your entry. 


Take Christmas in your stride. 





Open from 9am weekdays • Free Santa's grotto and a free gift • Gift wrapping service 

• For Premier Parking service call 07525 234 852 


Near the A2/M25 Junction 2 


There's shopping...and there's 


b* 


(\ 


Bluewater' 

www.bluewater.co.uk 
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LETTERS: Please send your letters in to us at Yourashford, Apple Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, 

Kent TN25 6SR 

TEXT: Why not text your view/letter/comment for Yourashford to 81800 text ASH followed by a 
space your name and your view/letter/comment. Messages cost 25p plus standard network charges. 
Service provided by g8wave London N7 
EMAIL: Email us your letters to us at yourashford@kosmedia.co.uk 


TALK TIME 


CORINNE 

DENNISON 

The manager of the 
PDSA shop in New 
Rents talks about 
working for the 
charity for pets in 
need of vets. 



How long have you worked here? 

I have been here 19 years. I worked for Oxfam as a 
volunteer and then I saw the advert for assistant 
manager. The shop has been on this site for four years. 
Before that we were up at Middle Row. We needed to 
move because we needed more space and this shop is 
more people friendly. 

What is the PDSA? 

The money we raise goes towards 47 pet hospitals in 
the country. We also have the Pet Aid system where 
private vets are paid to do the work for us, which is how 
the system operates. There are two vets in Ashford - 
Edgars and Sandbrooks - who do the work for us in the 
area but people have to gualify for help 

What is the best part of the job? 

I get to meet some smashing people who we work with 
and they are all here for the right reasons. They just 
want to help, which is nice. I find it a very satisfying job. 
People say you work in retail and the money all goes to 
some business fat cat. Well our money goes to a 
different kind of fat cat. Or a cat that needs to go on a 
diet or one of our pet fitness clubs. 

My position is paid and then the rest of our staff are 
volunteers. I particularly wanted to work for the PDSA 
because I remembered them as a child. I remember my 
brother and sister and myself taking our dog to the vet. 
And they helped our dog and I feel I am giving 
something back. I am an animal lover myself. 

We have about 14 volunteers at the moment. Our oldest 
member is 89 she does four days and our youngest is 17 
We cross the generations and they all get on together. 





For once Clarkson's 
right on the mark 

I read the article about the 
shared space in Asford and 
Jeremy Clarkson’s comments on 
how he thinks it’s an accident 
waiting to happen. I totally agree 
with him, having witnessed what 
could have been a very nasty 
accident last week. 

A pedestrian just walked 
across the road in front of a car 
with no eye contact being 
established whatsoever. 

The driver took avoiding action 
whilst braking heavily, which 
caused me and other vehicles 
behind to immediately stop, 
again nearly causing another 
accident. 

And the best bit? The 
pedestrian then spouted a 
barrage of expletives and spat at 
the poor driver in front... and it 
was the pedestrian’s fault! 

I have noticed there are no 
‘orange pelicans’ at the zebra 
crossings, although how you 
identify where these crossings 
are in the dark is also beyond 
me. 

Since the road works, traffic in 



COMMENT ONLINE TOO 

Not only can you use email and letters to respond to our stories, don't 
forget you can comment via our website too. 

Beneath most stories on the www.yourashford.co.uk website there is 
the facility to leave your comments on whatever YOU thought of the 
online article. 

To leave your remarks, simply click on the 'Add your comments' link 
and tell us what you think. And remember, www.yourashford.co.uk is 
updated daily, bringing you the latest, breaking news from across 
Ashford and Tenterden as well as our villages. 

We will include the best on these pages too - ensuring your 
comments reach the widest possible audience. 

In addition, if you find your newsagent, supermarket or petrol 
station runs out of Yourashford before you've picked up your copy, 
you never need to miss out. 

On www.yourashford.co.uk you can access, for free, the full 
newspaper in our highly-acclaimed e-editions. 


the town has increased and so minutes now takes 12. 
have journey times. Some may argue why drive 

What used to take seven such a short journey? When 


your only direct route from A to 
B involves Ashford being in the 
middle, you get to know roads 
and routes and Ashford has not 
been ‘improved’ despite what the 
council say. 

It looks pretty, but have you 
driven it? The shared space looks 
like the surface of Mars with the 
bumps to go with it. And what is 
the ramp in the road for outside 
the lower entrance to County 
Square at the crossing (with 
traffic lights)? All it does is make 
a moving vehicle lift off the 
ground, which in the wet will 
cause reduced grip and 
ultimately a skid of some kind 
under braking. 

And the road ‘narrowing’? 

Why? Why waste so much space 
which could be used for a cycle 
lane or bus route or something 
more practical? 

And how much did it cost to lay 
all the fancy paving? Wouldn’t 
red tarmacadam have been 
sufficient for a majority of the 
new road/space? 

Maybe, like Jeremy Clarkson, 
I’m a realist and not a bored 
member of the council who 
decides the scribble on the back 
of their fag packet looks like a 
great idea for a revolutionary 
traffic scheme. 

Jeremy Clarkson is quite right 
about footbridges for pedestrians 
who value their lives. I’m not 
saying drivers intentionally want 
to maim pedestrians but would 
we allow our children to play on 
the train lines? Or the 
motorway? I believe we are 
putting pedestrians, cyclists and 
drivers at risk in Ashford and for 
what? A new idea? 

New ideas are great but 
everything has a purpose and a 
place. The shared space scheme 
could work in a village or small 
town with no real industry or 
population. 

Unfortunately Ashford needs 
infrastructure to support the 
increasing traffic, especially 
when Operation Stack is under 




UK 

SIDNEMPORTS, 

Granite . Sandstone. Limestone . Slate . Marble h 


I 

Compare our 

prices 

you won’t find better^ 


Visit our website to view our extensive range of products 
www.ukstoneimports.com 


Natural Stone Paving, Patio, Driveway 
and Landscaping Products 

Here at UK Stone Imports we supply to both the 
private and commercial market place. If you are 
a homeowner or a business owner our sales staff 
can guide you through selecting the right 
material for your requirements. We can advise 
you on any project you may be undertaking or 
planning as we have many years experience in 
hardlandscaping. 

We import and deliver some of the world's finest 
stone at competitive rates. We supply 
sandstone, limestone, granite setts and slate 
along with a variety of outdoor living items. 

Contact us today for more information 

01227 713832 

email us at enquiries@ukstoneimports.com 


Beautiful rooms with 

wonderful views... 



...and excellent 

shortbreak offers 


Prices from £59 delightful double room for two with 
Full English Breakfast included - quote KOS Media Offer 

T horley tavern.q 

♦- HOTELS -♦ 

The Fayreness The Oak The Pegwell 

Hotel Hotel Bay Hotel 

Marine Drive 66 Harbour Parade 81 Pegwell Road 

Kingsgate Ramsgate Pegwell Village, Ramsgate 


UK Stone Imports Limited - Stone Court, Stone Way, 
Lakesview Business Park, Hersden, Kent. CT3 4GP 


Tel: 01843 868641 
www.fayreness.co.uk 


Tel: 01843 583686 
www.oakhotel.co.uk 


Tel: 01843 599590 
www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk 
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way. Wrong place, wrong time and for the 
wrong reasons. 

OK so Mr Clarkson may have said some 
daft and wrong things in his time, but he’s 
absolutely right with his comments about 
Ashford and the new road layout. It’s a 
waste of money, time and resource and 
potentially - lives. 

Matt Goswell 
By email 


Council should open 
their eyes to dangers 

My husband was made blind after head 
injuries from a road crash. He is terrified 
about shared space as he would not be 
able to feel the kerb he depends on to cross 
roads. 

He likes to walk without his white cane 
and to live as normal a life as possible. 
Shared space would make this difficult. He 
uses controlled crossings mainly. I do know 
the Association for the Blind are very 
worried about this concept. I also feel 
children would feel safe if there were 
pavements. 

Rita Taylor 
By email 

I've been driven out of 
town by shared space 

I share Jeremy Clarkson’s concerns over 
the Ashford Shared Space. I live on the 
Romney Marsh and used to visit Ashford 
regularly to shop. I stopped doing this 
during the ring road change as it was a 
complete nightmare getting in and out of 
Ashford. 

However I decided to have a look at the 
new County Square and drove into 
Ashford. I eventually found County 
Square, parked the car and had an 
enjoyable afternoon shopping. 

Getting from the car park and out of 
Ashford was a nightmare and any system 
that requires a DVD or an explanation 
from Paul Carter in how to do this must 
be flawed. 

It took a while to find my way out, 
somehow I ended up in the shared space 
and found an orange bunker in the middle 
of the road, no one knew who went where 
or did what. The workmen thought it very 
funny that drivers were confused and it is 
an accident waiting to happen. (Paul 
Carter take note.) 

Paul Carter says this is only stage one, 
how many more years of misery before the 
funding is available to proceed to further 
stages and how many other stages are 
there? How many of us get to use shared 
spaces in London and Europe? So many 
questions and I guess very few answers. 

If I was a pedestrian I would not want to 
share a space with a moving vehicle, does 
Paul Carter not realise how dangerous 
this is? I just wanted to get into Ashford 
safely and easily. 

I for one will never visit Ashford again. 
Canterbury will be my choice for shopping 
in the future; not only does it have a 
brilliant park and ride but the city centre 
is easy to navigate compared to Ashford 
and although it is further away it is still 
quicker to get to. 

Brenda Burchell 
By email 

Confusion at crossing is 
dangerous for walkers 

I read with interest your article about 
the new road in Ashford and Jeremy 
Clarkson. 

I travelled round the whole road this 
morning and found it confusing - some 


pedestrian crossings grey and grey. I suppose 
that is what they were but no lights to 
indicate. 

My main complaint is the traffic lights by 
Lidl and the gym. Crossing there is very 
dangerous. No one waits for the signal to cross 
(mainly I think because the road has been so 
chaotic for so long that you just cross when 
you can) and the new signal is not readily 
seen when waiting to cross. If someone is 
standing close to the indicator it cannot be 
seen by others; unlike the old signal which 
was up ahead of you and could easily be seen. 

Rita Elgar 
By email 


Traffic moved faster when 
the roadworks were on 

The long awaited completion of the final phase 
of the shared space scheme is a total disaster. 

I drove up towards the Tenterten left turn a 
few days ago. 

Such a lot of space, wide pavements and 
massive waste of space in the middle, and only 
one lane for cars in either direction. 

Although there were only eight cars ahead 
of me, I caught two red lights - it was obvious 
there were going to be traffic jams. 


On Tuesday at 3.30pm, which is hardly 
rush hour, I was driving in the opposite 
direction towards Debenhams, and the traffic 
was at a standstill all the way down to the 
metal “arfi’carbuncle roundabout, at the end of 
Godinton Road. 

Whoever designed this should be fired. At 
the very least, the road could go into two lanes 
at the comer, taking away some of the vast 
pavement to make a filter road for people 
trying to access the Tenterden road. 

The traffic moved faster when the road 
works were in progress. 

J Bushe 
By email 


4 Ill 



LLBITS 


|l P|i Kmt »4 L»l 

HUGE Discounts at East Kent’s 
Largest BATHROOM Showroom 


Call us now on 01797 363623 for more GREAT bathroom rR " J*?*®***"* 

Sorvfcco - Trtcfer Countor 

offers or visit oor showroom.. snowtoom 


T 

W 

Y 

F 

O 

K 

D 

S 


Pivot 

Doors 

760mm £171 
800mm £178 
900mm £194 


JT.« il 


Sliding 

Doors 

1900mm £246 
1200mm £261 


LifoOm* 


P-Shaprd 
Shower Bath 

£269 


T 


Mario Novella 
Freestanding Oval Bath 


1999m m II 
I *r ItftfM Hm4 



i H 



£349 


Shop Online at www.allbitsupplies.co.uk 


J 


Walk In Oath wit u Door 
ami Whirlpool 



y i 

d lare arm , ... 


•00*«40*» 11)4) 


Sanifto Macsnlari 

Sar.Fio - (249 
SarnTop * £319 ■J 
SuiiPro * £349 
SaniPUit • £399 


ALLBITS Plumbing Supplies * Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, Mountflold Industrial Estate 
teriu* v*T*tT*% New Romney. Kont. TN288LH 






























22 


yourashford.co.uk 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 

Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


kentnews.co.uk/mobile 




KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


The latest Kent news, sport, jobs, property 
and cars availabte on your mobile. 

Text KENTNEWS to 81800 

Service provided by g8wave London N7. 

Return texts are free. Standard network text rates apply. 


Prolong the life 
of your tyres 

Tyre failure is one of the biggest reasons for car breakdown and in 
addition under-inflated tyres can increase your average fuel consumption. 

• Simply screw the Pressure Guards onto correctly inflated 
tyres in place of existing dust caps 

• Red and green indicators rise up and 
stop perfectly level. If tyres lose more 
than 2psi, 

the green indicators withdraw, 
revealing 
the red indicator 

• Precision engineered to precise 
tolerances. 


Accurate and reliable 


Fit any tyre operating between 20 and 
42psi, covering every car 
and motorbike 


• Highly regarded German 
TUV certification 


The pressure guards are available from only £ 1 1.99 for 
one pack of four or £ 19.98 for two packs. 

1598 Pressure guard X 1 pack of 4 £11.99 

1598A Pressure guard X 2 packs of 4 £19.98 

To order this product visit 

www.yourkenttv.co.uk/readeroffers/12836 

KOS -a» 0845 165 1004 

Quote KOS 


KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


Luxury Feather 
Mattress Toppers 

Experience the natural comfort, warmth and 
luxury of a traditional feather mattress with 
these innovative Mattress Toppers. 



1617 Single 99x190cm £39.99 (RRP £89.99) 

1618 Double 135x190cm £49.99 (RRP £109.99) 

1619 Kingsize 150x200cm £59.99 (rrp ei 29.99) 

KOS 

media 


To order this product 

www.yourkenttv.co.uk/readeroffers/12846 

or caii0845 165 1004 

Quote KOS 


t visit 

irs/12846 
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CHRISTMAS CHEER: The streets of Rochester will come alive as the town celebrates the festive period with entertainment from Dickensian times 

A Dickens of 



Town to celebrate author during festive period 

some real traditional entertainment 
at 2pm when The Fabulous 
FezHeads, England’s premier sand 
dance vaudevillian illusionists, will 
baffle and amuse the audience at The 
Queen’s Hall. 

On both days The Seven Poor 
Travellers’ Procession will set off from 
the Royal Victoria and Bull Hotel at 
11am to the Six Poor Travellers’ 
House, in time for the carving of the 
Christmas turkey. At noon Mayor of 
Medway, Cllr David Carr, will lead a 
procession of Dickens’ characters and 
other participants from the junction 
of High Street and Almon Place to 
Rochester Castle Gardens. 

The candlelit parade sets out from 
the same spot at 4.45pm, followed by 
an open-air carol concert overlooking 
Rochester Cathedral at 5pm. The 
BAE Systems Brass Band will lead a 
selection of carols which will be 
enhancing by a guaranteed snowfall. 

Extra entertainment will be taking 
place at Rochester Castle Gardens 
both days, including a children’s tra¬ 
ditional funfair and a Christmas craft 
fair and there will be services taking 
place at the Cathedral throughout the 
weekend. With a wealth of street 
entertainment and activities at other 
venues, it should be a spectacular 
start to the festive season. 

A full programme can be down¬ 
loaded online at www.medway. 
gov.uk/dickensianchristmas or call 
Medway Visitor Information Centre 
on 01634 843666 for more details. 


JOURNEY back in time 
and see the festive season 
through the eyes of a great 
writer with Rochester’s 
Dickensian Christmas. 

This weekend the town will be 
transporting visitors back to the 
1800s for a traditional celebration of 
Christmas. Rochester will be alive 
with family entertainment and fes¬ 
tivity from Dickens’ day, proving the 
perfect antidote to modern day 
stresses and worries. 

The streets that Dickens explored 
as a boy will be populated with enter¬ 
tainers and musicians. Visitors will 
also have the chance to join in with 
favourite Christmas carols and enjoy 
a guaranteed snowfall. 

The festival actually begins on 
Friday (Dec 5) with the Grand 
Mistletoe Ball at the Com Exchange. 
A three-course meal will be followed 
by music from The Donn Barcott 
Band. Tickets cost £24, to book call 
01795 843317. 

On Saturday, pick up some bargain 
Christmas gifts from Bespoke 2008 
in The Prince’s Hall at the Com 
Exchange. Running from 10.30am to 
4.30pm, the free event showcases the 
best of Medway’s talented designers 
and makers. 

Father Christmas will be in resi¬ 
dence at Rochester Castle Gardens 
from 11am to 4pm both days, while at 
3pm on Saturday Dickens’ great, 



Saturday December 6 and Sunday December 7, 
various venues in Rochester 

great grandson Gerald will perform 
his acclaimed one-man interpreta¬ 
tion of A Christmas Carol at The 
Queens’ Hall. 

Ashley Davis will host the sumptu¬ 
ous Bull Dinner at 7.30pm at the 
Royal Victoria and Bull Hotel and at 
the same time the Christmas 
Concert With A Twist will be held at 
St Margaret’s Church, with organist 
Gavin Williams and friends. 

The fun continues on Sunday with 
John Bromley-Davenport QC’s adap¬ 
tation of A Christmas Carol in the 
cathedral nave at 1pm. Experience 


% FOR MORE THEATRE AND ENTERTAINMENT VISIT @ yourkenttv.co.uk 
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CHRISTMAS SWITCH ON ** 

Friday December 5 I [gS 

Tenterden Town Centre 

FESTIVE fun will combine with an eco- 
friendly approach to Christmas in Tenterden 
this year. 

On Friday evening, Tenterden will be lit up 
by 15,000 twinkling LED lights, which will 
use much less electricity than the 1,500 60- 
watt bulbs used to illuminate the town last 
year. The energy efficient bulbs also mean 
that twice as much of Tenterden can enjoy 
the glow of the festive decorations. 

The new and improved Christmas lights 


will be switched on by the Mayor of 
Tenterden at the Town Hall at 6pm. The fes¬ 
tivities start at 4pm, with free council car 
parking for the evening. Shops will stay open 
until 9pm and there will be plenty of season¬ 
al treats on offer, such as bell ringing, hot 
chestnut stalls and the Rotary Club’s own 
mulled wine. 

Popular local band Hullabaloo will be 
bringing the event to a close from 8pm, with 
a performance of live jazz, jive and swing 
music on the balcony of the Town Hall. 

For more information about Christmas 
events in Tenterden visit www.tenterden- 
town.co.uk or pick up a brochure from outlets 
in the town. 


ASHFORD LEISURE 

Folk fans invited to take 
part in 'sing-around' 

FANS of folk music are invited to join 
the next meeting of Tenterden Folk Club 
next week. 

The informal ‘sing-around’ session will 
be held at the Woolpack Hotel in High 
Street on Tuesday (Dec 9). 

Doors open at 8pm for an 8.30pm 
start. Musicians, storytellers, poets and 
step dancers are all welcome to join in. 

To find out more visit the website at 
www.tenterdenfolkfestival.org.uk. 

Chance for over-30s to 
take a trip back in time 

RELIVE a lifetime of great music at a 
funky dance event especially for over-30s. 

On the first Friday of every month, a 
disco is being held at the Holiday Inn 
Ashford Central. Dance the night away 
to hits from the last three decades, from 
9pm to 2am. 

For more information call 07875 
949565 or go online at www.indulgence- 
events.com. 


SALLY MORGAN 

Wednesday December 10 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 

SEE one of the UK’s top mediums in action 
when Sally Morgan visits Shepway next 
week. 

The psychic to the stars claims she has 
always had the ability to connect with the 
spirit world, having her first psychic experi¬ 
ence when she was just nine months old. 

She went on to become a professional medi¬ 
um and read for a number of celebrities, from 
film stars to soap actors. Some of the famous 
people who have sought her services include 
George Michael, Uma Thurman Mel B of the 
Spice Girls and the late Princess Diana. 

She is also in demand as a columnist, writ¬ 
ing for OK!, Now, Star and Saturday Express 
magazines, as well as launching her own 
range of jewellery with Gems TV. Recently 
viewers have seen her reading for surprise 
celebrities on her own ITV show Sally 
Morgan: Star Psychic. 

An Audience With Sally Morgan should be 




a fascinating evening as she talks about her 
work with celebrities and her life as one of 
the world’s top mediums. 

The show starts at 7.30pm and tickets cost 
£18.50. To book call the box office on 0844 
847 1776 or visit www.leasclifihall.org.uk. 



JACK AND THE BEANSTALK 

Running until Sunday January 4 
Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone 

HOLLYOAKS heartthrob Jake Hendriks 
takes up the axe to star in Jack and the 
Beanstalk. 

The actor is appearing as Jack in the pan¬ 
tomime at Maidstone’s Hazlitt Theatre, 
which its run last weekend. He will be lead¬ 
ing a cast of top quality entertainers in the 
festive extravaganza which follows a time¬ 
less story of bravery and greed. 

Young Jack and his mother are cursed with 



poverty and poor land, but things get even 
worse when Jack is sent to sell their precious 
cow at market and returns with just a hand¬ 
ful of beans. His claim that the beans are 
magic is of little comfort to his distraught 
mother, but when they sprout an enormous 
beanstalk leading to a magical land above 
the clouds, their luck begins to change. 

Hendriks played Father Kieron Hobbs in 
the teen soap opera until earlier this year, 
when his character met a grisly end at the 
hands of friend Niall. 

Tickets are priced from £6.95 to £12.50. To 
book call the box office on 01622 758611 or visit 
the website at www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk. 


Rock hits galore played 
by Situation Vacant 

HEAR the hits of great rock acts 
played live when Situation Vacant per¬ 
forms this week. 

The four-piece covers band formed in 
2002 and plays hits by the likes of 
Stereophonies, Oasis, Coldplay, Pink Floyd, 
Killers and many more. Find out more 
online at www.situationvacant.co.uk. 

Situation Vacant will be at the Hooden 
on the Hill in Silverhill Road, 
Willesborough, on Friday (Dec 5). 

For more details about the venue call 
01233 662226. 

All-female five piece 
to play modern sounds 

SOUND Story is a covers band with a 
distinctly up-to-date repertoire, featur¬ 
ing hits by the biggest artists of today. 

The five-piece, female-fronted band 
performs songs by Pink, Amy Winehouse, 
Scissor Sisters, The Hoosiers, Razorlight 
and many more. 

Find out more about them online at 
www.thesormdstory.moonfiaiit.com. 

Sound Story will be appearing at the 
Flying Horse Inn in Boughton Comer, 
Boughton Aluph, on Saturday (Dec 6). 
For venue details call 01233 620914. 


[ THIS CUPON 
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Behind the scenes at the panto 
factory. Search 'evolution' 




SUPERB CHRISTMAS GIFT 

The latest novel by prizewinning 
author Malcolm Archibald 

Pryde and 
the Infernal 
Device 

Based in Kent in 1805, 
this second book in the 
Matthew Pryde series 
sees Pryde and the unconventional Kate 
Denton travelling to Napoleonic France. 
Investigating reports of an invasion 
tunnel being dug under the Channel, 
they face death by guillotine if caught; 
but what is the Infernal Device that also 
threatens the security of Britain? 

Published by Severn House, 

Pryde and the Infernal Device is available 
at good bookshops @ £18.99 (hardback) 

www.malcolmarchibald.com 



SAVE MOnEy] 

ON GAS & 

ELECTRICITY 


The energyhelpline can tell you 
who offers the best deal and 
they can even organise the 
switch for you. 

It’s a FREE and impartial 
service, so call or go 
online today to see how 
much you can save. 

With savings of up to £365 
possible in minutes, 
what have you got to lose? 



Call 0800 074 0745 or visit 
www.kos.energyhelpline.com 
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My hero worship of 
Billy isn't just Childish 



ICONIC: Nurse Julie and Wolf join Wild Billy Childish in Rourke's Drift dress-up as The Musicians of the British Empire 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


CULT rocker Billy Childish is my 
hero - and he should be yours too. 

Here are five reasons why you should cancel 
all plans you may have for this Friday and take 
in his performance with The Musicians of the 
British Empire at The Farmhouse in 
Canterbury instead: 

1. The Chatham-born singer/artist/poet/film¬ 
maker goes under the stage name of Wild Billy 
Childish, an effortlessly cool pseudonym. 

If you or I attempted to adopt such a stage 
name it would come across as juvenile, preten¬ 
tious, or worse-case scenario; both juvenile and 
pretentious. Billy, on the other hand, gets away 
with it. 

2. Billy’s gig wardrobe consists of military 
uniform seemingly lifted straight off the set of 
classic 60s war film Zulu. 

Fellow band members Wolf and Julie also get 
in on the act, playing along with the Rourke’s 
Drift dress-up before heading on to the stage. 

Matching band outfits are nothing new but 
are often simply adopted as part of a cheap 
marketing gimmick - think the slick suits 
sported by The Hives, for instance - but with 
the Musicians of the British Empire, their get- 
up seems entirely fitting. 

3. Musicians inspired by Billy Childish 
include late Nirvana frontman and grunge god¬ 
father Kurt Cobain, pop royalty Kylie Minogue 
and Jack and Meg White of The White Stripes 
fame, to name but a few. Here’s your chance to 
see what these industry greats saw. 

4. The music is raw, energetic and - rather 
importantly - very good. The stripped-down 
garage rock sound is timeless. Simple riffs and 
killer hooks provide the backdrop for Billy’s no- 


nonsense lyrics. Add the band’s on-stage chem¬ 
istry into the equation and you have a winner. 

5. Billy does not care what you think of him. 
Nothing cements a man’s status as cult hero 
more than his unequivocal desire to avoid such 
a tag. Ironic, don’t you think? 

The Farmhouse’s Matt Gough said he was 
looking forward to Friday, commenting: “This is 
it. 

“Artist, poet, punk rocker Billy Childish is hit¬ 
ting Canterbury town for a rare gig to celebrate 
the release of latest album Thatcher’s Children, 
with his stripped down band of Nurse Julie and 
Wolf - The Musicians of the British Empire. 


“The most prolific artist, poet and songwriter 
of his generation, and the shining jewel 
in Kent’s cultural crown, this is not one to 
miss. 

“This is the gig promised following The 
Musicians of The British Empire’s unfortunate 
decision they had to make to pull out of Lounge 
On The Farm 2008.” 

Support on the night comes from one of the 
Medway Delta’s garage bands, hand-picked by 
Billy himself - The Armitage Shanks. 

Entry costs £10. Doors 8pm to 2am. 

To buy tickets visit www.loungeonthefarm. 
co.uk/tickets_billychildish.htm 


UPLOAD YOUR MUSIC VIDEOS TO 
BROADCAST ON OUR WEBSITE @ 

yourkenttv.co.uk 



Kayley performs the title track from her 
debut album Chasing Dreams 




The Kent chart 


1. Steve Furlong - To fall with you (from 
Birchington) 

2. D-FiNiTiVE - Space (from Tenterden) 

3. Kayley Weller - Tonight is going to be our 
night (from Deal) 

4. Ron Bowdery - The Ghostship in sea mist 
(from New Eltham) 

5. Shotgun Junky - Destiny (Maidstone) 

V______ J 


EXCLUSIVE KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


Mediterranean Jewels Rail-Cruise 

HIGHLIGHTS: Escorted from London • Return Eurostar & TGV to Marseilles • 10-night cruise 
aboard the Orient Queen visiting: Genoa & Naples in Italy; Messina in Sicily; Piraeus, Mykonos, 
Santorini, Patmos & Katakolon in Greece; Kusadasi in Turkey 

June 9 to 20 & Sept 7 to 18, 2009 Tour MJ-KOS 

Join us for a Rail-Cruise to the best ports on the eastern Mediterranean. Louis Lines' Orient Queen weighs 15,781 
tonnes and has 364 cabins and 329 crew. On board you will find a casual and friendly atmosphere, warm hospitality 
and attentive service. The cruise itinerary offers a complete destination experience, combining famous highlights with 
lesser-known gems. 

The holiday starts with an escorted afternoon departure on Eurostar from St Pancras International, London. We 
travel to Lille or Paris where, we break our journey with an overnight stay at a hotel. Early the next morning we join 
the TGV to Marseilles, arriving early-to-mid afternoon. From here we have a short transfer to the Orient Queen to 
start our 10-night cruise. 

During the cruise, relax and watch the world go by, enjoy great food and entertainment, and venture ashore at the 
numerous ports of call. You can also choose from a comprehensive selection of optional shore excursions taking-in: 

Portofino, Pompeii, Athens, Ancient Ephesus, Mount Etna and more. 

At the end of the cruise we disembark after breakfast in Marseilles and take the TGV to Lille or Paris where we join 
the Eurostar to St Pancras, London, arriving early-to-mid evening. 

INCLUDED: Escorted from London • Return Eurostar & TGV to Marseilles • 1 night in Lille or Paris • 10- 
night cruise aboard the Orient Queen - based on 2 people sharing a standard inside cabin (outside cabin 
from £1,159pp; sole occupancy cabin from £1,199pp) • All meals on board (breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea 
& dinner each day) • Entertainment on board 


1 

KOS 



For more information and bookings call 01895 83 33 33 

quoting the Tour Code 


Holidays operated by Gill Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays 
Email: sales@gnholidays.com 
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ON GENERAL RELEASE 


FOUR CHRISTMASES (12A) 



Be prepared for a crazy Christmas. Reese Witherspoon 
and Vince Vaughan star as a couple whose plans for an 
exotic Christmas are thrown into disarray when the 
airport becomes fog-bound. Instead, they find themselves 
forced to attend four separate family celebrations on the 
same day. 


BODY OF LIES (15) 



H H B -.. . . S K U 


A dramatic thriller starring Leonardo DiCaprio as a CIA 
agent who has tracked a suspected terrorist in Jordan. 
Now he must trust those he feels will deceive him to 
get the job done. Also starring Russell Crowe and 
directed by Ridley Scott, Body Of Lies is a tense thriller. 


CHOKE (18) 
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Angelina's change of heart 



RETHINK: Angelina Jolie first turned down the role of Christine Collins in Changeling 


■ BY JULIA HUNT 
AND KATE WHITING 

ANGELINA Jolie is one of 
the most distinguished act¬ 
resses of her generation. 

She embodies the grace and 
beauty of the old-style Hollywood 
belles as well as being an earth 
mother to her six children and 
devoted partner of actor Brad Pitt. 

The 33-year-old seems to play 
each role - in life and on the big 
screen - with deft aplomb, ensur¬ 
ing that what is private remains 
private, but giving her all to each 
character she plays. 

She becomes so embroiled in 
each performance, in fact, that 
when she first read the script for 
her latest role, as single mother 
Christine Collins in Changeling, 
she turned it down. 

Upsetting 

‘When I read the script, I could 
not put it down and then I said 
‘No’. Immediately. I did not want 
to go near this project because it 
was too upsetting. 

“But then I couldn’t stop talking 
about her,” Angelina, elegant in 
grey, explains. 

“I found myself sitting with peo¬ 
ple and wanting them to know 
about this extraordinary woman 
that you wouldn’t believe what 
happened to her and what these 
people did to her.” 

Changeling, the latest work 
from legendary actor-turned- 
director Clint Eastwood, tells the 
story of Christine, whose son 
Walter disappears without a trace 
in 1928 Los Angeles. 

Five months later, a child who 
claims to be her son is returned by 
police, who are keen to win credit 
for a job well done. 

Dazzled by flashbulbs and over¬ 
whelmed by reporters, Christine 
agrees to take the boy home, even 


though she knows it is not her son. 

Her campaign to find the real 
Walter continues, but in 
Prohibition-era LA, women don’t 
stand up to the system and she is 
sent to a mental institution. 

Christine’s long battle against the 
corrupt system eventually changed 
the course of the city’s history. 

“I found it very inspiring in the 
end,” Angelina continues. 

“It became a story about democ¬ 
racy in action, a story about jus¬ 
tice, about suffering a great loss 


and fighting through it and mak¬ 
ing a change for the future, for 
other people and questioning gov¬ 
ernment and the police. 

“Christine had to walk a very 
fine line and then, when she did 
speak out, they locked her in an 
institution, so she had this real 
struggle to try to behave with 
these corrupt people.” 

Angelina gave birth to twins 
in July this year, and they are 
apparently asleep in her room at 
London’s Claridge’s when we 


VIEW THIS PREVIEW 
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meet. Knox and Vivienne are the 
latest additions to her and Brad’s 
brood but were still just a glint in 
their mother’s eye while she was 
filming. 

The actress says that her other 
children - Maddox, seven, Pax, 
four, Zahara, two - who were all 
adopted - and two-year-old Shiloh, 
her first child with Brad, were a 
comfort to her during the harrow¬ 
ing shoot. 

“I had my kids with me as much 
as possible at lunch and after 
doing a day at work I would run 
home,” she reveals. 

“I just wanted to be silly. It was 
so emotional that I found myself 
being really goofy. I was so happy 
that I knew where my kids were 
and they were OK.” 

For an actress at the top of her 
game, it seems unusual, then, 
that Angelina plans to bow out of 
the business. But her family clear¬ 
ly comes first. 

“I’m not making some big retire¬ 
ment announcement, but I have a 
big family and I have a lot of 
responsibility at home. 

“Maybe I’ll make a film once a 
year and then maybe once every 
two years, and then maybe even¬ 
tually I’ll stop.” 

O CHANGELING 

Certificate 15 


From maverick author Chuck Palahniuk (Fight Club) and 
new writer-director Clark Gregg comes the subversively 
comedic tale of Victor Mancini, con artist, sex addict, 
colonial village re-enactor, angst-filled son, serial restaurant 
choker - and unsuspecting romantic anti-hero for our 
unsettling times. 


YOU CAN WATCH ANY OF THESE PREVIEWS OF THE LATEST MOVIES 
BY SEARCHING'PREVIEW'ON OUR SITE @ yo u rke nttv. CO. u k 


AutoPlanet 

Maidstone 

Your friendly local 
car superstore 

Choice of over 
2,000 used and 
nearly new cars 

• Finance to suit 
all budgets 

• Up to 3 years warranty 

• Part exchange welcome 


0845 871 7050 

www.autoplanetco.uk 

Maidstone Bircholt Road, Parkwood Estate 



Fri 5 - 

Thur I I December 



► Easy Virtue PG 

Fri - 6.20pm, Sat - 6.20pm, Sun - 2.50pm, 
Mon -Thur - 6.20pm 

► Incendiary 15 

Fri - 8.50pm, Sun - 6.20pm 

► The Warlords CertTBA 
(Tou ming zhuang) 

Sat & Sun - 8.50pm, Mon - 9.20pm 


Lyngo Theatre in 
collaboration with The Egg, 
Theatre Royal Bath 

Hansel and Gretel 


Tue 9 - Tue 23 Dec 




Featuring actor 
Patrick Lynch 
from CBBC’s 
Razzle Dazzle 
as Hansel. 


Tickets 
Adults £9 
Children £7 
Family & 
Friends ticket 
£35 for 5 
people 


Booking Office: 01227 769075 

Online bookings: www.gulbenkiantheatre.co.uk 


Booking Office: 01227 769075 

Online bookings: www.gulbenkiantheatre.co.uk 


For all your 
servicing 
needs visit 

yourlocal 
professionals 
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kentnews.co.uk/mobile 

Check out Kent’s weather 
on your mobile. 

Text KENTNEWSto 81800 

Service provided by g8wave London N7. Return 
texts are free. Standard network text rates apply. 



CYCLONE AX3 

The Perfect Gift this Christmas 

Enjoy the views try the controls 

• 30 minutes in Cyclone AX3 Microlight 

• 30 minutes in Ikarus C42 Microlight 


£139.00 * f 


GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 
From £79 

Just Visit 

www.flights-with-rosie.co.uk 
Phone Rosie on: 07930 538111 



■V 



For information 
and advice on 
travelling in Kent 
and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please 
see the Saturday 
Observer or the 
Kent on Sunday 
orvisit our 
website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 


V. 
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To search for shopping, services, leisure and entertainment log on @ 
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HOUSE OF 
FRASER 

Deer design bauble, 


PAST 

TIMES 

Set of six 
large Victorian 
cat baubles, 
price £18 


THE PIER 

Snowflake 
glass bauble, 
price £3.50 


NEXT 

Set of six vintage glass 
baubles, price £10 


KXT 

Set of 100 
red baubles, 
price £20 


ASHFORD SHOPPING 

The early bird catches 
the game console worm 

INTENSE competition in the video 
console market is likely to offer shoppers 
a host of deals in the run up to 
Christmas. 

And if you want to ensure your loved 
one gets the console of their dreams, buy 
quickly to avoid the traditional sell outs 
which have blighted recent years. 

Top sellers are expected to be 
Nintendo’s innovative Wii, with Sony’s 
Playstation3 and the Xbox 360 battling it 
out with the likes of the handheld DS 
and PSP. 

Big savings on books to 
make Christmas sizzle 

COOK up the perfect stocking filler this 
year at Waterstones. 

The chain has slashed 50 per cent off 
the RRP of a host of the biggest name 
cookery books as well as cutting the 
prices on some celebrity biographies. 

Cook books include Gordon Ramsey’s 
Cooking for Friends, Nigella Christmas 
by the alluring Nigella Lawson, and 
Bake by Rachel Allen. 

See in-store for details, or visit 
www.waterstones.com. 

It's not too late to take 
a look at shopping guide 

MISSED last week’s special Christmas 
shopping guide for Park Mall which 
came free inside Yourashford? 

Don’t despair, you can still view the 
eight-page guide - packed with gift ideas 
and details of all the shops in the popular 
complex - online. 

Log-on to www.yourashford.co.uk and 
click on the e-edition. You can then access 
our archives and see the full guide, for 
free. What’s more there’s a great 
competition to win a meal-for-two at 
Eastwell Manor too. 

Furry friends can join 
in the festivities too 

PETS can be included in the festive fun 
with Pets At Home’s range of gifts. 

Your furry friend can join in the 
countdown to Christmas with the dog, 
cat or small animal advent calendars 
(£1.99). Dogs can enjoy festive fare with 
chewy rawhide Christmas cake (£4.99) 
or work off those treats with the 
humunga tongue (£3.99). 

Entertain cats with sparkly mice 
(£1.99) or the star teaser (£2.99), while 
tiny pets can enjoy the crinkle crackle 
tunnel (£2.49) and hamster Christmas 
pudding bed (£2.49). Shop in store or 
order online at www.petsathome.com. 

Bite-sized treats don't 
have to cost a fortune 

IF you’re facing the daunting prospect of 
entertaining guests on a credit crunch 
budget, Waitrose might be able to help. 

The supermarket chain is offering a 
new range of canapes for parties. From 
traditional favourites such as mini 
Yorkshire pudding filled with beef, onion 
relish and creme fraiche with horse¬ 
radish and mustard, to oriental mini 
salmon fishcakes with garlic and ginger 
dip, there’s something for every taste. 

There are 38 canapes in the range, 
priced from £3.49. 



Karcher 
Pressure 
Washer Kit 

Only 

£ 99 . 99 ^? 

inc p&p (RRP £215) 


Karcher’s best ever value pressure washer kit includes free accessories 
worth £115 - total RRP for the items in the kit is £215! 


Fully mobile, it will enable you to effortlessly solve difficult outdoor 
cleaning jobs without backbreaking scrubbing or expensive and 
corrosive chemicals. With lOObar peak pressure and a 1.4kW Motor, it 
produces a high-pressure jet that will instantly dislodge the most 
stubborn dirt. Featuring Auto Start/Stop, it comes with a high Pressure 
Spray Lance, 4m high-pressure hose and Trigger gun plus the free 
accessories below: 


• T-Racer Patio Cleaner for rapidly removing stubborn ground-in dirt, 
moss and algae from large areas of tiles, paving, decking, paths 
and driveways 

• Dirtblaster Lance - 50% more power for the most stubborn dirt 

• Extra Large Wash Brush for cleaning cars, caravans, windows and 
garden furniture 

• Cleaning Tablets that make 5 Litres of Universal Cleaning Detergent 

To order this product (code 7575) visit 
www.yourkenttv.co.uk/readeroffers/12845 

or caii 0845 165 1004 

Quote KOS101 
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Greenfields offers 
a range of tuition 
options, from 
lessons for 
beginners through 
to experienced 
shot guidance. 
Our tuition will 
help you reach the 
level you desire in 
a friendly, 
pressure-free 
environment. 


With our shooting lessons you don’t even need to worry if 
you’ve never picked up a gun - we’ll show you how! 

Our instructors will give you confidence to shoot without 
instruction, giving you the freedom to come and shoot at 
Greenfields at your leisure. 



For more information or to book, please call 

01227 713 222 


Greenfields Shooting Grounds 
Sturry Hill, Sturry, 

Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 

Tel: 01227 713222 Fax: 01227 710611 

sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 

www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 


HAVE A GO 

Every Sunday Morning 
25 shots with 
a qualified instructor 
for only £ 12.50 














28 


yourashford.co.uk 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 

Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourashfordtimeout 


YOUR TV REVIEW 



DAILY SHOW with jon stewart 

More 4,8.30pm, weeknights 

HAVE I GOT NEWS FOR YOU 

BBC One, 9pm, Friday 


■ BY TOM BETTS 


AS the presidency of George 
W Bush enters its final days, 
I think it’s fair to say that 
there won’t be many who 
mourn the end of his time in 
office too much. 

Some are already calling the Texan 
‘the worst president ever’, but for 
comedians, satirists and impression¬ 
ists everywhere, the final decline of 
Dubya will prove a real loss. 

For Jon Stewart, current king of the 
American TV schedules, it will be a 
sad day indeed. 

The golden boy of liberal America has 
long since overtaken the likes of Let- 
terman and Leno in his lampooning of 
the president. 

Meanwhile, as the man revered by 
so many for sticking it to Dubya, he’s 
even scored a role hosting Oscars 
night, and the keys to a million edu¬ 
cated female hearts into the bargain. 

The Daily Show has now been on 
our screens for some considerable 
time, too, not that you would know it 
tha nks to criminal under-promotion. 

More 4 bagged it up and stuck it on 
for us all to wonder at, but the show 
faces a big challenge with the impend¬ 
ing arrival of Barack Obama in the 
Oval Office. 

It could be seen as party-pooping if 
the jokes start flying at the expense of 
the man many regard as the chosen 
one, especially as, being the first black 
president, he looks set to enjoy a 
post-election honeymoon period most 
politicians would kill for. 

In a way, Stewart has much in com¬ 
mon with the team of Have I Got 
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YOUR WEEK'S HOROSCOPE BY RUSSELL GRANT 


AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19) 

A PASSION packed love 
affair gives you a sexy 
glow that makes friends, family 
and fellow workers sit up and take 
notice. Nothing puts a spring in 
your step like love. An unexpected 
expense could force you to cancel 
arrangements, but you won’t let it 
get you down for long. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Aquarius 09067-531762 

TAURUS (Apr 21-May 21) 
^■PA BURNING desire to 
travel may prompt you to 
book a trip. If you’re single, you’re 
sure to find romance on this jour¬ 
ney. You could be drawn to some¬ 
one who is much older or younger 
than you. This age difference 
seems to enhance your relation¬ 
ship, not detract from it. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Taurus 09067-531753 


PISCES (Feb 20-Mar 20) 

^AN old friendship could 
blossom into new rom¬ 
ance with very little encourage¬ 
ment. You’re not sure why you’ve 
developed such a strong desire for 
the person in question. Perhaps 
you’re getting tired of the people 
you usually fall for and fancy 
something a little different. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Pisces 09067-531763 


oiaiv 


GEMINI (May 22-Jun 22) 
(MONEY from an inheri¬ 
tance or legal settlement 
gives you a chance to make home 
improvements. If you don’t own a 
home, think about buying one. 
Although you hate being tied 
down it’s usually a good idea to 
have a secure base. A close friend 
or partner could lose their job. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Gemini 09067-531754 


^ AHES (Mar 21-Apr 20) 

WkJ CAREER concerns put 

* y OU i n the spotlight, which 
is exactly where you like to be. 
Being offered a plum position is 
proof your boss is impressed with 
your talent. It may be necessary to 
train with someone older as a 
means to learn the business from 
the ground up. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Aries 09067-531752 

y CANCER (juii 23-jni 23 ) 

Someone close gives you 
■ the drive to go back to 
school. Learning a foreign lan¬ 
guage or taking up new technolog¬ 
ical skills will be stimulating and 
frustrating. Stick with it, all good 
things take time and persever¬ 
ance. A legal decision could come 
as an utter surprise. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Cancer 09067-531755 


VOTE-WINNER: More 4's The Daily Show with 
Jon Stewart is one of television's hidden gems 

News For You, back on BBC One for 
series number 36. In these times of 
British voter apathy and low turnout, 
the likes of Ian Hislop and Paul 
Merton perhaps form as effective an 
opposition as the shadow cabinet, for 
half an hour a week at least. 

But while HIGNFY is still a main¬ 
stay of the schedules - and deservedly 
so - is it not about time they found a 
regular presenter? 

With Boris Johnson now in what 
passes for serious mode, he won’t be 
back for a guest host slot and for every 
good host, like Alexander Armstrong, 
there’s an embarrassing turn by Anne 
Widdecombe or Joan Collins. 

Not that any of this has blunted the 
tongues of Ian Hislop or Paul Merton, 
who remain as sharp as they have 
ever been. 

Politics - it’s the new rock’n’roll. 
Haven’t you heard? 


LEO (Jul 24-Aug 23) 

YOUR job puts you in 
touch with some highly 
creative people. Being around 
writers, painters, or actors may 
inspire you to begin an art project. 
Your imagination is your most pre¬ 
cious treasure. If you stick to this 
path, you might even be able to sell 
your work for a handsome profit. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Let 09067-531756 

SCORPIO (Oct 24-Nov 22) 

(YOU could get some good 
news regarding a female 
friend or relative. A fun night on 
the town will let you forget all of 
the frustrations that have been 
building for the past few weeks. 
An official from a humanitarian 
organisation may offer to write 
you a recommendation. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Scorpio 09067-531759 




t VIRGO (Aug 24-Sep 23) 

(f* YOU yearn to go on an 
overseas journey with 
your lover, or in search of a lover. 
Exotic surroundings will fan the 
flames of your mutual passion. 
Don’t impose your family’s values 
on your beloved. Just because you 
were raised to think a certain way 
doesn’t mean it’s right. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Vrgo 09067-531757 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov23-Dec21) 
I NORMALLY you don’t 
care much about your per¬ 
sonal presentation or what you 
wear, but this week you’ll want 
to make a good impression on a 
potential employer. If you look 
the part of a professional, you’ll 
be more likely to land a well paid 
position. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Sagittarius 09067-531760 


# LIBRA (Sep 24-0ct23) 

HOME is where the heart 
is. Entertaining friends 
and family brings out the best in 
you. You’re the type of host who is 
able to let go and have a good time 
after your guests arrive. That’s 
probably why your parties are so 
successful. Resist the urge to tell a 
colleague what you really think. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on libra 09067-531758 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20) 

I THIS is a great time for 
learning and studying. If 
you want to boost your qualifica¬ 
tion apply for a place on a training 
course now, while the stars are 
behind you. Complicated technolo¬ 
gy has a nasty way of breaking 
down just when you need it most. 
Be sure to back up your files. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Capricorn 09067-531761 


Calls cost 75p per minute. Service provided by g8wave London N7 



n Community TV 


P&O Ferries 


Sponsored by 


Award Winning Company 


Upload and share your videos 

iyourkenttv.co.uk 
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Also • Property TV • Motors TV 
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SPONSORED BY 

WATERSTONE’S 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 

EASY MEDIUM HARD 



CRYPTIC CLUES 

ACROSS 

1 Prudish tract ladies removed (6-5) 

9 Trip up giving a shout of pain when it has not been 
cultivated (6) 

10 Eat another loaf or scone (7) 

12 Get back to put the lid on again (7) 

14 Resort to drugs singularly and be ruined (2,2,3) 

15 Bar-room dart damaged cap (11) 

16 Service long way back (1,1,1) 

17 Title of man in middle of vice squad (3) 

19 Arrangement by priest and choir before written records 
( 11 ) 

22 King entered vessel put in order (5,2) 

23 Intellect prepared having fixed attitude (7) 

24 Alan's replacing silver put into pasta! (7) 

25 Partly crazy, got ecstatic with cell (6) 

26 Founding charitable organisation (11) 

DOWN 

2 Melted tarmac runs under vehicle (7) 

3 Matters been deposited by rivers (7) 

4 Pull westwards (3) 

5 Eye defect, one brand (11) 

6 Previous one with lieutenant Edward had been placed in 
a position of respect (7) 

7 Jay ruined spare porcelain (6) 

8 Fierce cat, it destroyed document (11) 

11 Urgent summons to action on the clarion? (7-4) 

13 Tree from India? (6,5) 

18 Feeling swell when at sea? (6) 

19 Penny put a cloth on model (7) 

20 Drunk performing inside before the end of the day (7) 

21 Father leaves French city with German fellow to get 
Italian dish (7) 

25 Fuzz, it covers spot (3) 

SCRIBBLE HERE 




QUICK CLUES 

ACROSS 

1 Compatible (4-7) 

9 Seized (6) 

10 Flickering (7) 

12 Aperture (7) 

14 Racing (7) 

15 Went ahead of oneis turn (5-6) 

16 Yea (3) 

17 Ovum (3) 

19 Youngster fond of pop-music (5-6) 

22 Phoenixis state (7) 

23 Extremely reckless (7) 

24 Old shoe fastening (7) 

25 Smooth stone (6) 

26 January 1st (3,5,3) 


DOWN 

2 Elusive (7) 

3 Brown coal (7) 

4 Astern (3) 

5 Green pigment of plants (11) 

6 Decorated with white fur (7) 

7 Confirm the truth (6) 

8 With a strong desire to act (5-6) 
11 Capable of being overcome (11) 
13 Luxuriantly (11) 

18 Merrymaking (6) 

19 Metrical foot (7) 

20 Passenger-carrier (7) 

21 Kneecap (7) 

25 Vegetable (3) 


LAST WEEK'S SOLUTIONS 


SUDOKU SOLUTIONS No64 


EASY MEDIUM HARD 
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Answers to all of this week's quizzes can be found on our website 


CRYPTIC SOLUTION No64 

ACROSS: 1 Jingoistic 6 Scow 9 Comet 10 
Calm 11 Saki 13 Ladies-in-waiting 14 
Radiance 16 Advice 18 Floppy 19 Shoulder 
22 Religious orders 24 Lobe 25 Limb 26 
Exist 27 Gaga 28 Interstate. DOWN: 

1 Jocular 2 Nomad 3 On the rampage 
4 Succinct 5 In-laws 7 Clarified 8 Wriggle 
12 Hindquarters 15 Doodlebug 17 Chasuble 
18 Foreleg 20 Rosette 21 Potion 23 Eliza. 

QUICK SOLUTION No65 
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our range of 
interior 
shutters 


Free fitting f 

Free design and survey 

Custom-made to suit your home 

*RRP. Offer ends 24/12/08 f 0n orders over £1000 


FITTING 01303 894687 

CREATIONS www.fittingcreations.com 


Complete Curtain & Blind Service 


Off road karts are fun for everyone 
from the age of eight to eighty 
(4'6" minimum height restriction). 

All our karts have adjustable seats, 
full safety harnesses and front and 
rear suspension. Drivers receive a 
full safety briefing and helmets, neck 
braces and gloves are provided. 


* 


VACO" 




ARRIVE 
& DRIVE 
KARTING 

Every Sunday 
morning between 
I Oam and 1 pm 


Greenfields Shooting Ground, Sturry Hill, Sturry, Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 

01227 713222 / 07793 610060 www.wildtrackskent.co.uk 


Fri 20 February 


Sum Feb 

MOSCOW BALLET presents 

THE NUTCRACKER 

Wed 4 Feb 
LONDON 

MOZART PLAYERS 
Fri 6 Feb 

THINK FLOYD 

The definitive Pink Floyd 
experience. 

Ttie10-Sat14Feb 

The Birmingham Stage Company 
presents 

WHYTHE 
WHALES CAME 


Tue17 Feb 
THIS IS SOUL 

With Geno Washington &The 
Jam Band, Jimmy James 
and PP Arnold. 

Wed 18 Feb 

NOISE ENSEMBLE 

The Percussion Spectacular 

Thu 19 Feb 
GO WEST 

Featuring original members 

Peter Cox & Richard Drummie. 

Sat 21 Feb 
ED BYRNE 

Different Class 

Adults Only! 


Orchard Q1322 220000 

I) A K I I O l< I) W " 

online booking: www.orcliardtlieatre.co.uk* 

(*booking fee applies) 


Coming up at 

The Orchard Theatre 


Call the Box 
Office for a NEW 
season brochure 


HAYLEYi 


STENRfl 


ANSELLI 
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buzz lines 2009 HOLIDAYS 





£149pp* 

MYSTERY TOUR 23 Jan, 
20 Feb & 20 Mar - 3 days 

For those with a sense of adventure our Mystery 
Tours offer the perfect combination; a surprise 
destination, places of interest & a sense of 
camaraderie amongst fellow passengers as you 
try to guess your final destination. Book early as 
our Mystery Tours are very popular! 4* hotel 
(FIB) & mystery excursions#. 


£129pp* 

TORQUAY 
6 Feb - 4 days 

Situated in the heart of the English Riviera a stylish 
resort combining modern facilities with the elegance 
of time gone by. The town is overflowing with vitality 
and places of interest. Why not enjoy a stroll along 
the Palm lined promenades giving a Mediterranean 
feel to your stay. Includes 3* Overmead Hotel (HB), 
complimentary taxi service to & from town. 



£149pp* 

BOURNEMOUTH 
26 Jan & 23 Feb - 5 days 

Just the thing to cheer you up after the festive 
season. Enjoy wonderful food, great places to 
visit & lots going on - and all for an amazing 
price! Ideally located to the sea front - 
3* Bay View Court Hotel (HB) - 26 Jan / Ocean 
View Hotel - 23 Feb (HB) entertainment, 
leisure facilities & 2 full day excursions. 



£99pp* 


EASTBOURNE 
30 Jan - 3 days 

Eastbourne enjoys a glorious location, tucked 
under the rolling South Downs & the impressive 
Beachy Head. You'll have time to explore the 
town, take a stroll along the pretty seafront or 
admire the recently restored Victorian pier. 
Includes the 3* Chatsworth Hotel (HB), glass of 
wine on arrival & full day trip to Lewes. 


fr £249pp** 

DISNEYLAND® 

RESORT PARIS 
16 Feb - 4 days 

A fun filled family experience - Disney characters, 
thrill seeking rides & themed attractions. Both 
Disneyland® Park & Walt Disney Studios Park are 
accessible on your 3 day 'Hopper Pass' (included) 
as many times as you wish. Staying onsite at 
Disney's Sequoia Lodge Hotel (BB). 


£139pp* 

ANTWERP - DIAMONDS 
ARE FOREVER! 

27 Feb - 3 days 

Antwerp, the diamond capital of the world, has 
Iona been a key trading place & port for Belgium. 
It offers a fantastic mixture of culture along with 
great shopping, cobbled streets & excellent 
restaurants. Beware the many chocolate shops 
will tempt even the most strong-willed! 4* Plaza 
Hotel in central Antwerp (BB) 



£99pp* 


WORTHING 
27 Feb - 3 days 

Situated between the beautiful South Downs & 5 miles of 
award winning coastline. The town offers superb theatres, 
friendly restaurants & fabulous shopping. Oscar Wilde 
found it such a 'charming town' & wrote 'The Importance 
of Being Earnest' whilst staying here. Close by is the 
outstanding countryside of East & West Sussex. Includes 
3* Chatsworth Hotel (HB) & 1 full day excursion. 



£199pp* 

ISLE OF WIGHT "CRUISE 
WEEK", 2 Mar - 5 days 

A break with a difference - soak up the 
sights & sounds of the Mediterranean all 
from the comfort of your seafront 

hotel.ss "Trouville"! Includes: 2* 

Trouville Hotel (HB), afternoon tea, 

. nightly themed dinners, entertainment & 
»* optional excursions. 


£199pp* 

AMSTERDAM 
6 Mar - 4 days 

An action packed city built around a spider's 
web of picturesque canals. Amsterdam 
offers world class museums, lively bars & 
enticing shops. Includes a 1/2 day Volendam 
trip, a pretty harbour town where ladies still 
wear traditional costumes. 4* hotel (BB), 
Amsterdam orientation & 1/2 day excursion. 
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2009 DAY TRIPS 



JANUARY 


Date 

Destination 1 

Price 


(Adult pp) A 

Sat 3 

London January Sales 

£10 

Wed 7 

Bluewater or Lakeside 

£10 

Sat 10 

Lille Sales - by Tunnel 

£19 

Sat 10 

London Boat Show 55th Anniversary New 

£27 

Sat 10 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 

Sun 11 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 

Wed 14 

London Museums 

£15 

Sat 17 

Cirque Du Soleil "Quidam" 

£85 

Sat 17 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 

Sun 18 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 

Sun 18 

Bruges or Sluis- by Tunnel 

£30 

Wed 21 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 

Thu 22 

The Musical Museum With Lunch New 

£29 

Sat 24 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 

Sun 25 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 

Sun 25 

London Eye, Lunch & River Cruise 

£59 

Mon 26 

Monday Special - Ypres & St Flora - by Tunnel 

£20 

Tue 27 

Pussycat Dolls At The 02 Arena 

£59 

Wed 28 

Mystery Day With Lunch 

£20 

Thu 29 

London & Royal Opera House Tour New 

£30 

Sat 31 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 


FEBRUARY 

Date 

Destination 1 

Price 


(Adult pp) A 

Sun 1 

Holiday On Ice Brighton "Mystery" 

£39 

Thu 5 

Greenwich Maritime Museum New 

£15 

Sat 7 

London Showtime 

fr £54 

Mon 9 

Monday Special - Ostend & St Flora - by Tunnel 

£20 

Wed 11 

Lunch At Moulin Snick, St Omer - by Tunnel 

£40 

Thu 12 

Raf Museum London New 

£15 

Sat 14 

Valentines Love Is In The Air - London Eye & Chocolates £39 

Sun 15 

London Eye, Lunch & River Cruise 

£59 

Tue 17 

London Zoo 

£29 

Wed 18 

Kew Gardens Tropical Plants 250th Anniversary £30 

Thu 19 

Boulogne & Hypermarket - by Tunnel 

£25 

Sat 21 

Disneyland® Resort Paris - by Tunnel 

£65 

Sat 21 

Mountbatten Festival Of Music 

£53 

Sun 22 

Bruges or Sluis - by Tunnel 

£30 

Tue 24 

Imperial War Museum & Ian Fleming Exhibition (James Bond) 

£25 

Wed 25 

Sound Of Music 

£49 

Thu 26 

Mystery Day 

£15 

Sat 28 

Lakeside or Romford Market 

£17 


A Call for child & senior prices 




MARCH 


Date 

Destination 

Price 


(Adult pp) A 

Mon 2 

Monday Special - Ghent - by Tunnel 

£20 

Wed 4 

National Gallery & Picasso Exhibition New 

£29 

Fri 6 

Dirty Dancing 

£59 

Sat 7 

The Secret World Of Bletchley Park New 

£29 

Sun 8 

Crufts Dog Show 

£40 

Tue 10 

Paris In Springtime - by Tunnel 

£40 

Wed 11 

Lunch At Moulin Snick, St Omer - by Tunnel 

£40 

Thu 12 

Milestones Living History Museum New 

£25 

Sun 15 

Bruges or Sluis - by Tunnel 

£30 

Tue 17 

Windsor Lunch Cruise New 

£35 

Wed 18 

Oliver New Show 

£74 

Thu 19 

Wisley Gardens At Springtime 

£25 

Sat 21 

London Showtime 1 Ideal gift for 

fr £54 

Sat 21 

Hampton Court Floramania New J Mothers Day 

£30 

Sun 22 

London Eye, Lunch & River Cruise Mothers Day £59 

Tue 24 

Arras - by Tunnel 

£25 

Wed 25 

Kew Gardens At Springtime 250th Anniversary £30 

Thu 26 

Ideal Home Show 

£30 

Sat 28 

Disney Live - Mickey's Magic Show New 

£39 

Sat 28 

Ideal Home Show 

£30 

Sun 29 

Ideal Home Show 

£30 

Sun 29 

Bruges or Sluis - by Tunnel 

£30 

Tue 31 

Thames Lunch Cruise & London New 

£40 


Kent's Leading Independent Coach Company Coaches available for private hire & corporate events. Bespoke tour planning service available. 

BOOKING HOT LINE 01303 261605 

www.buzzlines.co.uk e-mail: info@buzzlines.co.uk 


Address: Lympne Distribution Park, Nr Hythe, Kent CT21 4LR 

























































































In search of the real Holland 



DONE AMSTERDAM? If so, visit The Hague, which offers superb museums, galleries and a lively bar and restaurant scene 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


I’D LIKE to extend my gratitude 
to the rowdy group of English 
tourists who accompanied me on 
my flight to Amsterdam. 

Had it not been for their oh-so-stereotypical 
Brits abroad ‘banter’ throughout the entire one- 
hour journey, I may have been tempted to spend 
another weekend in the Dutch capital rather 
than continue on to The Hague as planned. 

Luckily, the middle-aged mob’s mantra - 
smoking cannabis and making countless 
sorties into the red-light district - served only 
to reinforce my desire to search out a deeper, 
truer side of Holland. 

And that’s what I found in The Hague. 

The country’s third-largest city, known by its 
inhabitants as Den Haag, provided the back¬ 
drop for a perfect city break. 

The good people at the Dutch and The 
Hague tourist boards laid on a packed pro¬ 
gramme of culture, fine eating, contemporary 
Brazilian dance/puppetry and drunken danc¬ 
ing on a bar (although this last activity was 
not originally part of the schedule). 

Here’s how I spent my time: 

FRIDAY: Having arrived in Holland shortly after 
11am, less than 30 minutes later we pulled 
into The Hague Central Station and set off on 
foot for our hotel, which was conveniently 
placed near a thriving district of high-street 
shops, intimate boutiques and restaurants. 

Having settled in, we made our way via tram 
to our first tourist destination, the miniature 
world of Madurodam. 

The outdoor visitor attraction plays home to 
dozens of meticulously accurate replicas of the 
area’s most recognisable landmarks. 

Dinner was taken at the oriental-styled 
Restaurant Puck, which served up an array of 
modem fish and meat dishes, all of which was 


cooked up in the busy, open-view kitchen. 
SATURDAY: Having taken in a range of modem 
art at the Gemeentemuseum we were then 
given the chance to take in some Dutch 
classics at the Mauritshuis, Holland’s Royal 
Picture Gallery. 

The compact museum boasts priceless 
works from the likes of Rembrandt and 
Johannes Vermeer, including the latter’s most 
famous piece, Girl With A Pearl Earring. 

While the modem art at our first stop was 
‘interesting’, it’s hard to gaze upon a bundle of 
screwed-up paper or two thick, parallel lines 
on a white canvas with the same admiration 
as a 300-year-old masterpiece. 

With lunchtime fast approaching, we made 
our way to the delightfully regal Hotel Des 
Indes for high tea. 

Next on the agenda was a whistle-stop tour 
of The Hague, taking in the city’s most promi¬ 
nent buildings. 

Highlights included Queen Beatrix’s Paleis 
Noordeinde (official work palace) and the 
beautiful Binnenhof buildings, which house 
the Dutch parliament. 


The tom- was wrapped up with a traditional 
bite to eat - raw herring with onions. Despite 
being not much of a fish fan, the Dutch delica¬ 
cy went down well. 

We spent our evening at the Candance 
Festival taking in a Brazilian contemporary 
dance/puppetry show, which was less preten¬ 
tious than the description implies. 

The plot loosely centred on the Wizard of Oz, 
complete with mby-red slippers and a 6ft foam 
puppet of the Wicked Witch. Don’t ask. 

Drinks were then taken at a cosmopolitan 
pub, where end-of-the-night dancing on the 
bar seemed like a good idea at the time. 
SUNDAY: Hangover. Breakfast. Bus ride to 
the historic city of Delft. With its ancient 
canals, churches and city walls, it gives visitors 
a chance to take in Holland of old. 

The 13th-century city, the birthplace of 
painter Johannes Vermeer, boasts the 
wondrously-named Oude Kerk (old church) 
and Nieuwe Kerk (new church), open market¬ 
place and miles of peaceful canals. 

It proved the ideal place to wind down from 
a long weekend. 


FACT FILE: THE HAGUE 



Travel details 

From London to Amsterdam, KLM operates up to 
16 routes a day between London Heathrow and 
London City Airport. Fares start at £118 per 
person return, including taxes. 

For more information and to book, log on to 
www.klm.com, phone 08705 074 074, or visit 
your local travel agent. 

From London Gatwick to Amsterdam, British 
Airways operates up to five flights per day. 

Fares start at £100 per person return. 

For more information and to book, log on to 
www.britishairways.com, phone 0844 493 0787, 
or visit your local travel agent. 

From Amsterdam Airport Schiphol you can 
take the train to The Hague Central Station; 
direct trains depart every 30 minutes with a 
journey time of 31 minutes. 

Cost of one-way ticket is 7.30 euros. 

Netherlands Board of Tourism and Conventions 

W: www.holland.com/uk 

E: info-uk@holland.com 

The Hague Tourist Information 

W: www.denhaag.com 

E: info@vvvdenhaag.nl 



ss 


SEE HOLIDAYS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND SHARE YOURS @ yourkenttv.co.uk 



For information and advice on 
travelling in Kent and for all our 
traffic regulation orders, please 
see the Saturday Observer 
or the Kent on Sunday or visit 
our website at 

www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


V. 


Now is the time to do your decking! 

jr 

I k i 



Call 01227 738838 or Visit our website 

www.eastkenttimber.co.uk 


online TV 


it happens 

Watch the latest web TV sport news and action kentnews.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 
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yourashford.co.uk 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 

Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 




FREE AD placement, call: 

0808 156 5339 

(Calls are free; mobile rates may vary; check with your provider) 

COLLECT your messages: 

0906 550 4335 

(Calls cost £l/min; contact your service provider for details) 


REPLY to an ad, call: 

0905 211 0651 

(Calls cost £1.20/min; contact your service provider for details) 

REPLY by Oext 

You can choose to text the member’s 6-digit box number followed by a 
space, then your message (max of 160 characters) and send to 82250 
e.g. 654321 Hi my name is... Standard network rates apply to send 
messages. Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message. 



WOMEN seeking men 

LOVELY SUSIE 

Sensitive, shy, caring lady, 20, loves 
life, sunsets, beaches, country walks, 
romantic meals, cinema, WLTM 
handsome gent to find love with. Box 
446323_ 

SINGLE DAD WANTED 
Single mum, 23, nice and curvy, 5ft6, 
blonde/blue, likes shopping, cinema, 
animals, WLTM honest and trustwor- 
thy male, 28-38. Box 446099 O 

I LOVE FOOTBALL 
Fun-to-be-with, blonde female, 25, 
5ft2, loves football(i), going out and 
staying in, looking for like-minded man 
to be my soulmate. Box 446494 Q 
MAYBE MORE 

Seeking fun, friendship, maybe more. 
WLTM fun man 25-30. I’m female, 

26, brown hair/blue eyes, average 
build. Box 445622 Q Q_ 

SNUGGLE UP 

Tall, attractive, good-hearted African 
female, 28, enjoys films, good food 
and cuddles, wltm white male for 
friendship/romance. Box 441654 Q 


DON’T LET ME DOWN 

Pretty, black female, 38, 5ft4, like 
football, socialising and cooking, look¬ 
ing for a loving and caring male, 38- 
42, for a LTR. Box 446684 Q 
FROM ME TO YOU 
Tall leggy brunette, 38, recently 
bereaved, enjoy meals out or nights 
in, dry white wine, a good movie & 
cuddles, seeking a male for compan- 
ionship. Box 887404_ 

DON’T PASS ME BY 
Cute, single mum of 4, 38yrs old, 

Kent based, into most things, looking 
for friendship or possibly romance. 
Box 897983 Q_ 

YOUNG-AT-HEART 
Attractive 38yr old female, dark 
brown hair, blue eyes, curvy 
physique, likes days out, music, con¬ 
certs, cinema, walking, cycling, seeks 
loving, fun male, for friendship/rela- 
tionship. Box 901893 Q Q_ 

BLONDE AMBITION 
Bubbly, cuddly, blonde single mum, 

38, 5’6”, likes cars, reading, pubs, 
cosy nights in, having a laugh, look¬ 
ing for that right male for LTR. Box 
905614 Q Q_ 

ENTHUSIASM ENCOURAGED! 
Lovely pretty big-busted lady, 39, 
medium build, 5ft5, lots of energy! 
likes the gym, reading, new experi¬ 
ences! seeking nice man for potential 
exciting relationship! Box 446724 Q 

ANIMAL LOVER? 

Nurse, 37yrs, 2 kids, 5ft8, blonde, 
blue eyes, likes the gym, cooking, 
swimming, salsa, looking for kind, 
caring, toyal male Box 431557 Q 


See online for: 


• Success Stories 

□ Read or write your own Success Story. Our 
members have been keen to write about 
their stories and how they met - who knows, 
their stories may help you in your search! 
We are always glad to hear from you. 

• Increase your dating success 

Online, say more about yourself and your perfect 
partner with our extended profile, add extra 
photos to your profile, even change your ad’s 
colour! It makes for a great dating advert that 
other people are bound to like! 

• Search at your leisure 

If you can’t find who you’re looking for on our 
page here, you will find so many more members 
online. Browse, read, hear and see members. 


www.people2people.co.uk/kos.asp 


CUDDLY FEMALE 

32, 5ft9, brown hair, curvy figure, 
enjoys having fun and a laugh, and 
WLTM nice, kind gent. Box 439402 

O 

ATTENTION! TALL 
WHITE GUY REQUIRED 

Pretty black female, 32, tall, loves 
watching football, shopping, travel, 
seeking tall, white, loving male, 34- 
47, for LTR. Chatham. Box 437778 
©_ 

FUN-LOVING FEMALE 
Attractive, 31, 5’4”, size 12, dark hair 
with blonde highlights, tactile, wltm 
intelligent, professional, attractive guy, 
for a happy relationship. Tunbridge 
Wells. Box 308734 © Q_ 

LOVE TO LOVE YOU 
Lovely female, 36, 5ft4, medium- 
large-build, blonde hair, blue eyes, 
own house, loves walking, going out, 
the usual! Seeking male for long¬ 
term/serious relationship. Box 438102 
© 

MEND A BROKEN HEART 

Single mum, 37, fun-loving, been hurt 
in past, looking for nice, genuine guy 
for hopeful happiness - no time 
wasters! Box 908053 O Q 
ON THE LOOKOUT FOR LOVE 
37yr old female, 2 kids, slim, brown 
hair and eyes, 5ft2, looking for a car¬ 
ing, loving, honest and trusting male 
to be my someone special. Box 
446552 O 

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE 

Good looking woman, 37, 5ft2, brown 
hair/eyes, 2 kids. Looking for new 
friends, and hopefully someone spe- 
cial. Box 446039 O_ 

AN AFRICAN DIAMOND 
38yr old African girl, likes cooking, 
going out, watching films and danc¬ 
ing, seeking a loving and caring boy 
for companionship and more. Box 
446676 O 


FUTURE FUN, 

PASSION & ADVENTURE! 

Separated brilliant brunette, 39, sin¬ 
gle mum, 5ft7, likes swimming and 
house music, WLTM a kind and con¬ 
siderate tall white male with dark 
shoulder length hair. Box 445684 Q 
COOK UP A STORM 
Tunbridge Wells lady, brown 
hair/eyes, 38. I’m a teacher and love 
theatre, reading, cinema, swimming, 
travel. Looking for like minded chap 
for happy times. Box 444923 O 
NO TIES 

Lonely, bored, professional Tunbridge 
Wells Asian lady, 40, WLTM slim, sin¬ 
gle, solvent, professional white male 
40-50 for company, fun, love and 
laughter Box 443573 Q 
NICE TO MEET YOU 
I’m Nina, 40, single mum, looking to 
meet a single dad, single dads wel¬ 
come, for friendship and more. I like 
motorbikes, wildlife and the beach. 
Box 446679 ©_ 

COME ON OVER 
Divorced female, 40, likes fishing, 
swimming, walking and eating out, 
WLTM young man, for friendship and 
more. Box 446097 Q_ 

TOO MUCH TO ASK? 

Genuine female, 41, 5’3”, brunette, 
brown eyes, medium build, enjoys 
meals out, music etc, seeks male, 
38-42, for romance. Box 155275 O 
© 

THE HOME LIFE 

Happy, caring female, homely, tactile 
and honest. I’m black African, 41, 

5ft2, medium build, and would like 
LTR with the right person. Box 
446024 G 

YOU’LL SMILE IF YOU DIAL 

Bubbly 40yr old female, enjoys 
beaches, pubs, clubs, wltm a like- 
minded, caring male to share fun 
times with. Box 435102 O 


FAIRY TALE ENDING 

Good-looking slim blonde, 42, tired of 
kissing frogs, seeking an intelligent, 
solvent professional male to be my 
pfiftce. Box 446521 O 

WHITE ROSES 

Very attractive female, 42, slim, green 
eyes, high cheek bones, wicked 
SOH! Loves to make people laugh, 
seeking intelligent, well-mannered, 
kind man. Box 446543 Q_ 

BORN TO MAKE YOU HAPPY 
Caring lovable lady, 42, genuine, 
short brown hair, lacks confidence! 
seeking loyal, genuine person, some¬ 
one special to put the spark back into 
my life. Box 885761 O_ 

YOU NEVER KNOW 
Kind, loving, caring mum, 43, 5ft5, 
round but cuddly! Just looking for 
someone to share my life with...how 
about you? Box 446457 Q 



THIS STATE OF 
INDEPENDENCE 

Hard-working female, 41, 5’4”, bub¬ 
bly, independent woman, love to 
laugh, socialising with friends, looking 
for independent man who values 
TLC. Box 414156 O_ 

LET’S SEE Wlf® HAPPENS 
Laid-back single mum, very bubbly, 
outgoing and intelligent, 43, enjoys 
social life, drinks, meals, cinema; 
looking to start afresh with someone 
new, easygoing and life-loving. Box 
446102 Q_ 

LOVELY JOSEPHINE 
Passionate and fun-loving 43yr old 
female, enjoys clubbing, meals out 
and cooking, WLTM a male to share 
evenings out with. Box 445225 O 

ATTRACTIVE 

Professional female, 43, enjoys danc¬ 
ing, walking, reading and cooking, 
WLTM intelligent professional male, 
who can hold a good conversation, 
for a relationship. Box 444282 Q 

LOVING, CARING & HONEST 
Hard working single mum, young 
44yr old, 5ft5, medium build, enjoys 
dining out, holidays, cinema and 
walks, WLTM a caring and genuine 
male for friendship/relationship. Box 
444751 O 

INTERESTED? 

GIVE ME A CALL 
Homely traditional lady, 44, 5ft8, slim- 
medium build, non smoker, love life, 
animals, my dog!, walks along the 
harbour, country pubs, WLTM similar 
gent for romance... Box 446277 Q 
GENUINE REPLIES ONLY 
Bubbly female, 44, brunette, n/s, 
medium/large build, enjoys singing 
and theatre. Would love to meet a 
decent fun-loving guy, similar age, 
pref non-smoker for LTR. Box 
445955 0 

MISS JULIE 

Bubbly blonde, 44, stupid and like 
having a laugh, good company, 
friendship, would like to meet new 
friends for hopeful love... Box 888162 

O 


DEAL OR NO DEAL? (IN DEAL) 

Deal-based lady, 43, divorced, 
brunette, green eyes, 5ft10, likes 
going out, pubs, clubs, cinema, shop¬ 
ping, walks, loves films and all sports 
except cricket. Box 430384 Q Q 

COULD IT BE YOU? 

Hi I’m 44, slim, 5ft8, a redhead, love 
nights out, socialising, looking for 
friendship initially and hopefully more 
later on. Box 889800 Q_ 

HERE WE ARE 

Easygoing female, 45, self-employed 
hairdresser, likes theatre, restaurants, 
socialising, sofa cuddles, seeking 
loyal, loving, caring male for good 
times and more. Box 444672 Q 
MAKE ME LAUGH! 

Fun extrovert person, 45, likes cine¬ 
ma, going out, meals, socialising, 

5ft7, dark brown hair/eyes, curvy, 
seeking nice guy to start off as 
friends. Box 442905 O_ 

EVERLASTING LOVE 
Beautiful black female, 46, WLTM a 
caring, gentle and loving gentleman, 
45-60, 5ft10+, pref a bit sporty, for a 
everlasting relationship. Tunbridge 
Wells Box 445407 ©_ 

ETERNALLY YOURS 
Easygoing woman, likes most things 
in life; country walks, films, cinema, 
cooking. I’m 46, 5ft2, medium build. 
WLTM genuine, happy guy, easygo- 
ing and fun. Box 445635 © 

WE’LL SEE 

Blonde hair/blue eyes, 5ft5, slim 
build, looking for friendship, maybe 
more. I'm a nice woman, 47, seeking 
good male, for friendship, possibly 
more. Box 445932 ©_ 

SANDY SEEKS DANNY 
Slim, petite Sandy, 46, brown hair, 
green eyes, no ties, loves socialising, 
eating out etc, GSOH, seeking trust¬ 
worthy, honest man for partnership 
and mutual affection. Box 440100 Q 
ARE YOU THE ONE FOR ME? 
Caring, cute female, 46, petite, likes 
socialising, dancing, travelling, good 
food, seeking intelligent, loyal man 
42-52 for love and TLC. Seaford. Box 
444366 0 

MAKE ME LAUGH, 

MAKE ME YOURS 

Single 47yr old lovely female, 5ft5, 
slim build, blonde hair, blue-green 
eyes, seeking male for potential LTR, 
must have GSOH! Box 885288 Q 

ALL THAT I NEED 
Young-looking, slim, attractive female, 
48, fun-loving, outgoing, N/S, GSOH, 
love music, holidays, going out, stay¬ 
ing in, seeks similar man, 42-50. 
Aylesford. Box 428833 © __ 

JUST IMAGINE 
Petite, brunette, bubbly, friendly, 
easygoing single mum, 49, enjoys 
cinema, eating out, socialising, most 
things, WLTM genuine male, to see 
where life takes us! Box 893562 Q 
WHERE R U? 

Cheerful, honest, popular blonde, 
50yrs old, 5ft2, slim build, looking to 
find an honest, loyal man that can 
make me happy again. Box 887347 

© 

DIG DEEPER 

Genuine, friendly female, 49, likes 
walks, gardening, nights in/out, seek¬ 
ing genuine, friendly male, 45-55. 
Dover Box 435441 Q_ 

ARE YOU MY MR RIGHT? 
Independent, honest, caring and gen¬ 
uine smoker, 53, medium build, 

GSOH, likes socialising, travelling, 
WLTM a genuine and honest male for 
friendship, companionship, maybe a 
LTR. Box 887442 



Over 18s only. To cancel send STOP to 81188. For help call 0871 220 9188 
- lOp/min all times. g8wave, London N7 9AH. ©2008 g8wave 


LOVING & HAPPY-GO-LUCKY 

Jovial, caring female, 51, 5’3”, brown 
hair, hazel eyes, own business, wltm 
nice, tall, good looking gent for 
laughter, life and love. Box 926614 

O_ 

NOTHING VENTURED... 

New to this, I’m a 53yr old woman, 
seeking loving, tactile man. I enjoy 
walks, countryside, having fun, nights 
in and out. Box 446282 © 

SEEING THROUGH 
THE SHYNESS 

Attractive female, 53, intelligent, kind, 
funny, non-smoking, WLTM nice, 
kind, normal male, 50-60, for theatre, 
laughs and more. Box 446383 
ARE YOU MY 
BOND... JAMES BOND? 

Kind, caring, attractive lady, young 
53, 57”, slim, brown hair/eyes. N/S, 
GSOH, enjoys walking, reading, trav¬ 
el, socialising; seeking tall, consider¬ 
ate, honest gent for hopeful LTR. 

Box 446079 O_ 

SEEKING SOULMATE 
Gorgeous slim attractive young-look¬ 
ing female, 54, active, wicked SOH, 
5ft5, blue eyes, sociable, loves 
music, dancing, travelling; seeking 
warm, sincere man for genuine com- 
panionship. Box 446634 O 
EXTRA! EXTRA! 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

African lady, 58, likes reading, cur¬ 
rent affairs and travelling, WLTM an 
outgoing, fun-loving and honest male 
to share the rest of my life with. Box 
445122 Q 


Quick, easy wayto view a 
member’s Q holo! 

Just enter the 
six-digit Box number, 
followed by a space, then 
PHOTO and send to 82250 

Your phone must be WAP-enabled 
£1.50 per photo 

Add a photo of yourself 

Register your number with 
us & send by MMS to 
07746 738 788. Enter P2P 
as subject. 

MMS - standard network charges apply. 


SOPHISTICATED SUE 

Sue, 56yr old, 5ft4, green eyes, 
petite, loves cooking, holidays, read¬ 
ing and swimming, wltm a tall profes¬ 
sional male, similar age, for friend- 
ship and romance. Box 443309 Q 
DANCE WITH ME? 

Slim, blonde, female, 57, interested 
hugely in live music of all genres, 
eating out, pubs (with music!). 

Looking for companionship initially. 
NOT looking for marriage! Box 
887517 Q Q_ 

HELP! 

Positive, vivacious female, 59, 5ft4, 
enjoys art, seaside walks and music, 
seeks tallish, kind, caring male to 
grow old with...disgracefully. Box 
444943 O_ 

DESPERATELY 
SOUGHT BY SUSAN! 

Sue, 60, 5ft2, caring and bubbly, like 
walks, the theatre and eating out, 
looking for that special male, 59-64, 
N/S, who can make me laugh. 
Eastbourne Box 446135 O 

FRESH AIR 

Smart, attractive, bubbly blonde, 71, 
medium build, N/S, own house, 
GSOH, lives on coast, enjoys most 
things, WLTM smart gentleman for 
friendship, maybe more. Box 438147 
© 

Women 

seeking women^r 

FRIENDSHIP, MAYBE MORE 

Curvy bi female, 32, seeks like-mind¬ 
ed woman, for friendship, hopefully 
more. Single mum, work part time. 
Box 886142 Q Q_ 

LOVELY JO 

Young-looking attractive female, 54, 
n/s, friendly and sociable, love music, 
dance and history, warm and sparkly, 
WLTM a genuine female for a close 
female friendship. Box 445146 © 



MEN seeking women 

SECRET SMILE 

Young guy, 19, dark complexion, 
enjoys socialising, cinema, pubs and 
clubs. Looking for a girl to go out and 
enjoy life with. Box 446706 O 

AIMING TO PLEASE! 

Down to earth guy, 19, slim build, 6ft, 
green eyes, romantic, likes to 
socialise and hoping to meet new 
people, especially ‘the one’! Box 
446740 Q _ 

ALL THE GOOD THINGS 
Hi I’m Rob, 22, 6ft3, short dark hair, 
hazel eyes, enjoys cinema, cosy 
nights in, cinema, sports; seeking 
female 20-28 with GSOH for LTR. 

Box 446646_ 

BLUE-EYED BOY 
5ft8, blond-haired, blue-eyed, aver¬ 
age-build guy, 23, likes hanging out 
with friends, trying new things, meet¬ 
ing new people, seeking similar girl 
for mutual love. Box 888422 Q Q 
FOR LOVE 

Hard-working male, 29, 5ft10, dark 
hair, brown eyes, medium build, 
plays harder! likes going/eating out, 
walks, pubs, loves life, seeking simi¬ 
lar happy, trustworthy lady. Box 
442752 Q _ 

LIFE IN THE FAST LANE 
Man of adventure, 31, enjoys explor¬ 
ing, trying new things, being active, 
GSOH, good listener, seeking similar 
female to spend life with. Box 
445879 O 

LOOKING FOR YOU 

Normal down-to-earth guy 5ft9, short 
hair, brown eyes, medium build, 34, 
love to meet female any age for out¬ 
going, fun, friendly times and maybe 
more. Box 446154 ©_ 

LOVING 

Outgoing male, 34, loves bowling 
and cosy nights in, WLTM an out¬ 
going, bubbly and kind-hearted 
female to spend the rest of my life 
with. Box 445567 ©_ 

HERE WE ARE 

Loving, caring male, 36, likes restau¬ 
rants, drinks, works hard, non smok¬ 
er, WLTM young lady 25-36, no ties, 
for lasting relationship. Box 446582 

© 

TIME TO TIME 

Italian origin male, 36, tall, dark hair 
and eyes, loves good fun, very hand¬ 
some, seeks bubbly, outgoing lady to 
take out and spoil. Box 446589 © 

NON-SMOKING 
Separated male, 36, 6ft, good looks 
and SOH, kind, caring and sensual, 
into films and fitness. Seeking a cutie 
to share life and love with. Box 
445729 O Q _ 

EVERYTHING I DO 
Lee, driver, 36yr old, 6ft3, dark hair, 
like pubs, clubs, wine bars, places of 
interest, sports and reading, wltm a 
woman for friendship and romance. 
Box 889720 ©_ 

YOUR TIME IS COMING 
Maidstone male, 35, dark blond hair, 
dark eyes, nice looking, have 1 little 
girl, own business, varied interests, 
looking for a fun lady, under 40 Box 
429375 O 

R U 4 ME? 

Down-to-earth, loyal guy, 36, looking 
for companionship, leading to a long¬ 
term relationship. Enjoys meals out, 
good company, conversation, cosy 
evenings in. Box 914917 O © 

HOP ON! 

Hi, I’m Mark, 6ft, slim/medium build, 
lots of interests including motorcy¬ 
cles, WLTM a kind and honest 
female to share fun times and laugh- 
terwith. Box 445124 Q Q_ 

YOUR KNIGHT IN 
SHINING ARMOUR 
Decent genuine guy, 39, 5ft8, brown 
hair and eyes, good looking, seeking 
someone genuine, fun, and good 
company to be with forever. Box 
446593 O_ 

TRUE HONESTY, TRUE LOVE 
Decent genuine guy, 39, 5ft8, brown 
hair and eyes, good looking, seeking 
someone genuine, fun, and good 
company to be with forever. Box 
446581 O 



BROWSE and listen line: 

0906 753 3093 

(Calls cost 75p/min; contact your service provider for details) 

HELP required with service? 

0871 220 9205 

Live assistance, 2pm-5.30pm. Mon to Fri I Email: louise @ g8wave.co.uk 
(Calls cost lOp/min; contact your service provider for details) 


LOVE ON THE DANCEFLOOR 

Outgoing young-minded male, 47, a 
smoker, likes war games, books, cin¬ 
ema, castles, POI, seeking similar 
woman to boogie on the dancefloor 
with. Box 443750 O_ 

HONEST AND KIND 
Down-to-earth male, great personali¬ 
ty, 41,6ft, medium build, loves the 
countryside, wine bars, cinema, 
sports; seeking female with great per¬ 
sonality, honest and trustworthy. Box 
446596 O 
R WE THE SAME 
Sporty single dad, 41,5ft8, blue eyes, 
enjoys most things in life, looking for 
a genuine woman for friendship and 
more. Box 446093 Q_ 

SOON TO BE DIVORCED 
My name is Steve, 41yrs young, 5ft7, 
normal build, looking for good compa¬ 
ny and fun with a female of height. 
GSOH is a must! Box 885615 Q 

MAKE IT A LOVELY DAY 
Hi, I’m Carl, 40, GSOH, 6ft, light 
green eyes, brown hair, looking for a 
fun, bubbly woman to share laugh, 
days out and much more. Box 
436696 O 

HONEST AND LOYAL 

42yr old guy, new in town, 5ft8, mus¬ 
cular build, been hurt in past, looking 
for someone similar to move on in life 
with. Hastings Box 446668 Q 

THE FIRST KISS 
Liverpudlian male, 43, loves football, 
works for NHS, loves fun and going 
to movies, seeking female to share 
dates, maybe more. Box 446633 Q 

A NICE GUY 

Hello, I’m Jim, 6ft, 44, interests 
include; eating out, cinema and swim¬ 
ming, WLTM a lady with similar inter- 
ests and gsoh. Box 445650 Q 

I’LL MAKE YOU LAUGH 
Very romantic, caring and loyal male, 
44, slim, blue eyes, fair hair, great 
SOH, seeks female with similar inter- 
ests for hopeful LTR. Box 446120 © 

DAD’S THE WORD 
Lonely single male, 44, 6ft2, fair hair, 
great SOH, quite happy but looking 
for a lady 30-60 to have fun with and 
hopefully something else. Box 
446452 Q 

HAPPY TOGETHER 

White male, 46, 5ft7, easygoing, n/s, 
loves a laugh, enjoys theme parks, 
concerts, romantic walks, wltm a 
female to be happy with. Kids no 
problem. Box 444339 Q_ 

TLC NEEDED ASAP 
Genuine hard-working male, 47, slim, 
good looking, 5ft8, into most 
things...sports, pubs, meals, socialis¬ 
ing, walks, travel...WLTM honest, 
loyal female, for TLC. Eastbourne. 

Box 444244 © Q_ 

GIVE IT A SHOT 
Slim/medium build guy, 48, own 
home, looking for a girl to settle down 
with, likes going out and cosy nights 
on the sofa. Box 446699 Q_ 

ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR! 
Youthful dad, 45, 5’10”, brown hair, 
med build, divorcee, likes pubs, cine¬ 
ma, restaurants, theme parks, wltm 
female, 36-45, slim, for possible LTR. 
Cranbrook Box 737529 Q Q 

PUPPY LOVE 

Dog-loving guy, I’m 47, 5ft8, with 
short hair/green eyes, slim build. I 
love gardening, country walks, sports 
- football/tennis, DIY, animals. Box 
428800 O_ 

ALL TYPES WELCOME 
Fit male, 49, 5ft7, brown eyes, short 
hair, musdy, likes football, sport, 
walking’ I’m outgoing, seeking a simi¬ 
lar woman for good times. Box 
446719 Q 


LARGER THAN LIFE 

50yr old gentle chap, likes eating in, 
out, cinema, walks and music, seek¬ 
ing cuddly, nice, mature buxom 
female for friendship. Box 446721 

MY HEART WILL GO ON 
Genuine, young-at-heart man, 50, 
likes eating in/out, cinema, music, 
country walks, wltm a nice, cuddly 
lady, 60-70. Box 440903 © 

WAITING FOR YOU 
Fun-loving and laid-back male, 50, 
6ft4, slim/medium build, smoker, 
enjoys cinema, music, travel, country 
pubs, seeking female 40-46 for fun, 
romance & LTR. Box 443869 Q 
READ THIS! 

50yr old man, looking for black lady, 
30-60.1 like eating in and out, walks, 
music, cinema, having a laugh. Like 
what you read? Box 439057 Q 

JOIN ME, COMPLETE US 
Hi, I’m 50 with two grown up kids, 
love country pubs, walks, life, GSOH, 
WLTM a nice lady to get to know of 
any age. Box 439922 ©_ 

CRAZY, HAPPY, 

DEVOTED IN LOVE 
Young male, active, 52, enjoys 
socialising, mixing with people, chat¬ 
ting, having fun, cooking, music, the¬ 
atre, travel, seeking like-minded 
female for love and happiness. Box 
444040 0 

ACTIVE & ATTRACTIVE 

I’m 53, 5ft9, good-looking! Love 
sports, horses, animals generally, 
WLTM an honest, caring lady, prefer¬ 
ably blonde & sporty, to get to know. 
Box 439298 0 _ 

LOVE ME, LOVE MY TROLLEY 
Tall, dark, divorced male, 59, likes 
most music, dining out, cinema, 
seeking female to share my Tesco 
trolley for friendship and hopefully 
more. Box 444251 Q_ 

FIRST CLASS 

Independent fit male, 61, 5ft11, own 
business, enjoys music, travelling, 
the sea, seeking female companion 
40-50, non smoker, any origin, gen- 
uine and caring. Box 446635 O 
HERE TO BE WITH YOU : 
Genuine, kind, affectionate male, 61, 
slim-medium build, 5ft11, fully 
domesticated! Enjoys gardening, 
cooking, reading, country pubs; look- 
ing for my soulmate. Box 446624 O 
NUTS OVER YOU! 

61yr old gent, 5ft9, slim, non-smoker, 
nutty but fun, nice looks, likes foreign 
travel, cinema, music, seeking similar 
nutty female for like-minded good 
times. Box 440173 Q Q 


Men 

seeking men 


FUN TIMES 

35yr old male, looking for fun with an 
attractive man. I’m good looking, with 
a slim/medium build. Box 437652 Q 
ARE YOU INTERESTED? 

Good guy, looking for male, 35-50. 

I’m 40, green eyes, dark hair, aver¬ 
age build. I enjoy pubs, music, cine- 
ma, dining in/out. Box 436613 © 

ARRESTING LOVE 
Hi there, I’m 40, 6ft, green eyes, 
blond hair, own house, enjoy pubs, 
keeping fit, seeking similar male, 
sporty, for fun and maybe more. Box 
436788 O 

FUN TIMES TO BE HAD 

Happy-go-lucky male, 50, 5ft10, 
blond hair, green eyes, slender build, 
into most things, looking for straight¬ 
acting men for friendship and more. 
Genuine replies only. Maidstone. Box 
889297 O 


TEXT REPLY: For your protection, you will not be allowed to swap contact 
details until you have exchanged five messages each. GUIDELINES: 
Private individuals seeking long-term, monogamous relationships may 
advertise in yourkentdating. We suggest that ads contain a self-descrip¬ 
tion, age range, and lifestyle description. We reserve the right to refuse 
or edit any ad for any reason. Ads may not be submitted by persons 
younger than 18 years of age for publication in yourkentdating. Also, no 
ads will be published seeking persons younger than 18 years of age. 
DISCLAIMER: KOS Media assumes no liability for the content of or reply 
to any personal advertisement. The advertiser assumes complete lia¬ 
bility for the content of all replies to any advertisement or recorded mes¬ 
sage and for any claims made against KOS Media as a result thereof. 
The advertiser agrees to indemnify and hold KOS Media harmless from 
all costs, expenses (including reasonable solicitor's fees), liabilities and 
damages resulting from or caused by the publication or recording placed 
by the advertiser or any reply to any such advertisement. If you are not 
a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges. Service provided by g8wave Ltd. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: The People2People™ service is provided by g8wave Ltd, 10 
Tileyard Studios, Tileyard Road, London N7 9AH. g8wave Ltd will collect 
the details you provide when placing your ad, including your name and 
address and may use your information to send you details of other relat¬ 
ed services and events operated by the company. Your name and 
address, but no other data, may also be passed on to KOS Media who 
may use it for their own marketing purposes. Your ad may appear in 
other newspapers and on the People2People™ Internet site. If you are 
not a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges, "yourkentdating" is a trademark of g8wave Ltd. 

03/12/08 
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PROPERTY NEWS 

Better news for 
the first-timers 

THE head of a firm specialising in work¬ 
ing with first-time buyers says the 
prospect for the market is improving. 

Paul Holmes, chief executive of First- 
rung, claimed the falling prices of homes 
meant that more and more properties 
were coming within the reach of buyers. 

However, he added that those who are 
looking to get on the housing ladder need 
to ensure their jobs are safe - and will 
need a larger deposit than previously of 
about 15 to 20 per cent. 

“The good news is that while they 
[first-time buyers] are saving up for the 
deposit, house prices will continue to fall 
and come more in line with affordability 
and their expectations,” said Mr Holmes. 

But he added the first stage for new¬ 
comers to the market would be them 
having to save “furiously” for the deposit 
because of its increase since the credit 
crunch took hold. 



HOPEFUL: As sellers are becoming more realistic about the new value of their homes, vendors and surveyors are anticipating a genuine improvement in market conditions 

Reality check brings 
optimism to market 


I 

Agents demand 
action from top 

ESTATE agents are calling on the 
Government to inject some life into the 
housing market by taking action to help 
the beleagured business. 

A poll by the National Association of 
Estate Agents showed 54 per cent had 
no confidence in the Government, and 
the body is calling for more interest rate 
cuts and a suspension of stamp duty. 

The most recent findings when it 
comes to property analysis have prompt¬ 
ed the call. 

The number of sales per agent was up 
from six to seven - still historically low - 
and the number of first-time buyers 
taking a part in the market increased. 

However, there was a seven per cent 
fall in the number of house-hunters on 
estate agents’ books to 196. 

Prices dive slowing 

THE rate at which house prices are falling 
eased in November, according to analysts. 

The average cost of a home dropped by 
just 0.4 per cent during the month, com¬ 
pared with a slide of 1.3 per cent during 
October, according to the Nationwide 
Building Society. 


LEVELS of home-buying are still 
falling, but estate agents claim 
that they are seeing some early 
positive signs of recovery in the 
property market. 

The Royal Institution of Chartered Sur¬ 
veyors’ (Rics) market survey for October 
points to a slight upturn in prices - although 
that is from what was an extreme low. 

The main factor found to be depressing 
prices was the large stock of unsold properties 
and limited numbers of buyers - but not a 
surge in forced selling, as a high number of 
recession-fuelled repossessions has yet to feed 
into the market. 

The number of completed sales per surveyor 
was also down. 

But the feeling of hope across the market is 


■ BY NICK AMES 


improving, with more analysts expecting an 
upturn than had a positive outlook at the start 
of the autumn. 

On average the number of sales per survey¬ 
or fell from 11.5 to 10.9 - the lowest on record 
since 1978 and a fall of 53.6 per cent on a year 
ago. 

Surveyors had on average 80.7 properties on 
their books. 

Rics spokesman Ian Perry said: “The inter¬ 
est rate cut should certainly help support the 
market now lenders have agreed to pass on 
the reduction to borrowers. 

“Even so, the general lack of mortgage 
finance remains a major blockage in the hous¬ 
ing market for a large majority of would-be 
buyers.” 


Along with the two per cent drop in interest 
rates in two months, surveyors did see some 
glimmer of hope. 

Twenty per cent more chartered surveyors 
expect an upturn in sales over the next three 
months, a rise from just four per cent in 
September. 

The increase in optimism is reflected in part 
by an increasing trend of vendors dropping 
asking prices, but it may also be a sign there 
are expectations of a jump in the number of 
repossessions. 

“Many vendors have finally started to accept 
current market conditions and are dropping 
their asking prices to achieve a sale,” Mr Perry 
said. 

“Sales should increase in the coming months 
as more and more sellers understand greater 
realism is the only way to make that long- 
desired move.” 
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THE COMING OF THE HIGH-SPEED RAIL 
LINK COULD CHANGE THE FACE OF OUR 
SEASIDE TOWNS. FIND OUT MORE... 

@propertyforkent.co.uk^% 



Property tv sponsored by www.themortgageshop.co.uk 
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YOUR MOVE 


The UK’s most visited estate agency website* 

www.your-move.co.uk 


Why move with 
YOUR MOVE? 

• Local property from local people 
with local knowledge 

• 95% of our customers would 
recommend us to a friend ' 

• Unrivalled internet presence with 
over 41 million visits per month " 

• Nationally recognised winner of 
numerous awards for quality, 
marketing & service 

• Accredited member of key 
industry bodies (ARLA,OEA/OFT) 

• Free HIPs* 




, 


Our flexible service offers 
complete choice of Tenant 
Find, Rent Collect or Fully 
Managed. For peace of mind, 
choose YOUR MOVE. 

Contact us for more details. 





Your Move are delighted to offer this 
semi detached house in the sought 
after location of Newlands in Ashford. 

The property accommodation 
comprises three bedrooms, driveway 
parking for approximately two cars, 
living room, kitchen/breakfast room, 
conservatory, front and rear gardens 
and the property can also be 
purchased with no onward chain. The 
property has been priced to sell and 
viewings are highly recommended. 




ashfond@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 
• Three Bedrooms • Terrace House • Off 
Street Parking For Two Cars • 100ft Garden 


ASHFORD £124,995 


ASHFORD £123,500 ■ KENNINGTON £124,950 ■ ASHFORD £124,995 




ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 
• Mid Terrace House • 3 Bedrooms • £1500 
Cash Back On Completion Subject To Purchase Price 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 

• Semi-Detached House • Three Bedrooms 
• Living Room With Dining Area • Kitchen 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 
• Semi Detached Bungalow • 2 Bedrooms 
• Kitchen / Dining Room • Living Room 


KENNINGTON £169,995 ■ HIGH HALDEN £209,995 


Source: • Customer satisfaction survey, Dec 2007 

• • Property portal visitor stats Jan 2008 
t When you use a YOUR MOVE panel law firm for conveyancing 


Let us take care of 
your property rental 



ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 I 
• Top Floor • Purpose Built Flat 
• Master Bedroom Ensuite • 2 Bedrooms | 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 

• Semi-Detached House • Three Bedrooms 

• Modern New Installed Kitchen & Bathroom 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 

• Semi-Detached Bungalow • 2 Bedrooms 

• Established Kennington Area • Cul-de Sac 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 
• Semi Detached House • 3 Bedrooms 
• Popular Village Location • Garage 


£229,995 ■ 



£215,000 ■ SHADOXHURST £349,950 ■ KENNINGTON £299,995 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 
• Detached Bungalow • Two Bedrooms 
• Sought After Village Location • Field Views 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 
• Semi-Detached House • 4 Bedrooms • De 
Montford Park Development • Lounge 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 971C 
• Detached Bungalow • Four Bedrooms 
• Rural Village Location • Living Room 


li in* h 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 
> Sought After Little Burton Farm • Corner Plot 
No Through Road • Kitchen/Breakfast Room 


£225,000 ■ BRABOURNE LEES £189,995 ■ BRAMLING COURT £110,000 


P Ti 

« B 



ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 
• Link Detached House • Three Bedrooms 
• Cul-de-sac Location • Living Room 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 
• Semi-Detached Cottage • Sought After 
Location • 2 Bedrooms • Living Room 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 

• Sought After Brabourne Village • Semi 
Detached • Drive • Garage • Oil CH 


ashford@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9710 

• Purpose Built Apartment • 3 bedrooms 

• Allocated Parking • No Onward Chain 


sales lettings mortgages 


/4RLN 
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CHARTFIELDS £189,950 

A three bedroom detached property, ground floor 
WC, dining room, en-suite shower room, UP VC 
double glazing, UPVC soffits and fascia, NHBC, 
garage, no chain. 



KENNINGTON £95,000 

A 3 bedroom terrace property, 
kitchen/diner, double aspect 
lounge, UPVC double glazing, 
UPVC soffits and fascia, front 
and rear gardens, no chain. 



ASHFORD £148,000 

A three bedroom end terrace 
property, double glazing, gas 
radiator heating, kitchen diner, 
separate lounge. 




WILLESBOROUGH £184,950 

A four/five bedroom semi detached property, three floor 
accommodation, kitchen/diner, utility room, ground 
floor shower room, family bathroom with separate 
shower, off road parking, no chain. 



FAIRVIEW DRIVE £174,999 

A four/five bedroom town house property, versatile 
accommodation, ground floor WC, kitchen/diner, family 
bathroom, separate shower room, en-suite shower room 
to master bedroom, garage, no chain. 


69 HIGH STREET 
ASHFORD 
KENT, TN24 8SF 
Telephone: 01233 610444 
www.martinsestates.co.uk 



WILLESBOROUGH £175,000 

A 2 bedroom semi detached 
bungalow, conservatory, utility area, 
family bathroom, second WC, UPVC 
double glazing, driveway parking for 
several vehicles, detached garage. 



KNIGHTS PARK £229,950 

A 4 bedroom detached property, cul de sac 
location, utility room, conservatory, dining 
room, ground floor WC, en-suite shower 
room, UPVC double glazing, NHBC 
remaining, driveway parking, garage. 



GODINTON PARK OIEO £250,000 

A four bedroom detached property, fitted kitchen 
appliances, separate dining room, utility, ground floor 
WC, en-suite shower room, UPVC double glazing, 
UPVC soffits & fascia, driveway parking, detached 
garage, no chain. 
























































We normally advertise 
18 properties on this page 

Not bad, but if you go to our NEW website you'll see over 1,000! 

Our AWARD WINNING website is all new and now even better than before! 

It’s easier to navigate with new functions to help you find your ideal home more easily 
- AND IT’S LIVE NOW! Our unique new features include: 

• Photo-flow - easily scroll through your search results 

• Mobile Search - if you’re always on the move, search via your mobile phone 

• Mapped Results - your search results displayed on a map including all local amenities 

• Satellite Aerial Photos - see just how far your ideal home is from the coast 

• Property Packs - easy to print full-colour property details and map results 

• RSS Alerts - the latest properties delivered to you on-demand 

milesandbarr.co.uk 
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Making home ownership 


a range of new homes 
to suit every need 


more achievable! 



Ventura Phase 2 - St Mary’s Island 

6 

Bridgefield - Ashford 

7 x three bedroom houses available 


6 x two and three bedroom houses available 

Purchase a home from £75,000 

* fccSi 

Purchase a home from £62,000 

Based on a 25% share purchase 

a m FjT 

Based on a 40% share purchase 

Available to first time buyers 

.„ r l w • 

Available to first time buyers 


— Waterstone Park - Greenhithe 

7 x one and two bedroom houses available 

Purchase a home from £38,750 



Arterra - Faversham 

17 x one and two bedroom apartments available 

Purchase a home from £28,750 




Based on a 25% share purchase 

Available to first time buyers 


Based on a 25% share purchase 

Available to first time buyers 

3 

r 

I 

r 

The Bridge - Dartford 

4 x two and three bedroom houses available 

Purchase a home from £57,500 

Based on a 25% share purchase 

Available to first time buyers 


Meadowbank - Sittingbourne 

1 10 x two bedroom apartments available 

1 Purchase a home from £43,750 
® Based on a 25% share purchase 

Available to first time buyers 

4 

r t iii (1 


Sycamore Place - Edenbridge 

15 x one and two bedroom apartments available 

Purchase a home from £55,500 

Based on a 30% share purchase 

Available to first time buyers 

9 

m 

Medway Gate - Cuxton 

u 17 x two, three and four bedroom houses available 

Purchase a home from £51,000 
< Based on a 30% share purchase 
■ Available to first time buyers and existing home owners 



Sovereign Quarter - Gillingham 

14 x one and two bedroom apartments and 
13 x two, three and four bedroom houses available 

Purchase a home from £68,000 
Based on a 40% share purchase 
Available to first time buyers 



The Kilns - Ditton 

3 x two bedroom maisonettes available 


Purchase a home from £78,750 
Based on a 45% share purchase 
Available to first time buyers 



El St Mary’s Island 

Q Edenbridge 

Q Faversham 

nil Ditton 

H Greenhithe 

g Gillingham 

g Sittingbourne 


Q Dartford 

Q Ashford 

El Cuxton 



Please be aware that certain eligibility criteria applies. Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage, 
rent or any other loan secured on it. Please note that the market value of properties can go down as well as up. Selected 
homes are available exclusively for key workers, though the definition varies. Please contact Moat for details of the key 
worker definition for each scheme. Moat Homes Limited is a charitable organisation. 11/08 


visit us or call us on 0845 359 6161 

www.moat.co.uk 

What is ‘New Build HomeBuy’? 


Also known as part buy/part rent, this government funded initiative helps first 
time buyers to get a foot on the property ladder. It’s simple, you purchase a 
share in the property and at a later stage, when you can afford to do so, you 
can buy the remainder. A subsidised rent is payable on the un-owned share. 

Housing associations such as Moat now assists households on incomes of 
up to £60,000. Minimum income and other eligibility criteria also apply. 
Contact Moat now for an application form and we’ll send you details of 
forthcoming open days. 

fltoiiieBiiy IT) 03 .t 

a government-led initiative m m M 


















Use www.PropertyforKent.co.uk where you can 


Look for what schools are in the area 


search through more than 10,000 homes for sale 
across the county. 

Online you can view full property particulars, 
location map and agents details, plus find out about 
current house prices in the area, schools, transport 
links and even where the nearest supermarket is. 


© Look for transport links in the area 
Find the nearest local supermarkets 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find your next home 




POWERED BY K0S MEDIA 
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carsf@rkent.co.uk 



Octavia's given facelift 
to make it even better 

SKODA is launching a revised Octavia 
in January 2009, with an extensive 
facelift, bringing the Czech marque’s 
best-seller into line with the rest of the 
current range. 

Prices of the new Octavia represent an 
average increase of £473 for the Octavia 
Hatch and £478 for the Octavia Estate. 

Changes include dynamic, sweeping 
headlights and complimentary front fog 
lights, new foldable door mirrors and body 
coloured bumpers and side mouldings, 
plus a new look interior with better steer¬ 
ing wheels, sound systems and upholstery. 

A new 1.4 TSI 122bhp engine replaces 
the current 1.6 FSI 115bhp and a 2.0 FSI 
200bhp engine with DSG transmission 
will be introduced on the Octavia vRS. 



Megane awarded Euro 
NCAP safety award 

RENAULT’S latest Megane is its 11th 
model to earn the Euro NCAP five-star 
crash test rating. 

Safety kit includes: twin side-impact 
sensors, an innovation that debuted with 
Laguna III; six airbags, including two 
twin-chamber thorax/groin airbags; the 
Renault System for Restraint and 
Protection, which combines pretension¬ 
ers and load limiters with twin-stage 
dual-chamber adaptive front airbags; 
new-generation headrests; and ABS and 
Emergency Brake Distribution come as 
standard. 

Car chief makes a call 
for Government lifeline 

CARMAKERS need Government help to 
mitigate the impact of a downturn that 
“looks certain to get worse before it gets 
better”, says a car chief. 

It was “appropriate and necessary” for 
the Government to support the industry, 
added Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders president Graham Smith. 

UK support was needed over and 
above the proposed 40 billion euro loan 
package which may soon be agreed by 
European finance ministers. 

“We must collaborate nationally to 
compete internationally,” said Mr Smith. 

“We have asked for the finance divi¬ 
sions of vehicle manufacturers to get 
access to the same special liquidity 
arrangements as are now available to the 
banks. This access to finance and credit 
will help to boost demand and support 
our retail and distribution operations.” 



NO LAUGHING MATTER: Despite its silly name Kia's Ceed is a serious threat to Ford, Vauxhall and Peugeot, particularly with the offer of a 100,000-mile/seven-year warranty 

Sowing a Ceed of doubt 
in the minds of Ford & Co 


KIA’S Ceed hints at why Ford, the 
original blue-collar brand, is trying 
to don a white collar. 

Okay, Ceed is one of the sillier model names 
on the market, but nobody is laughing at the 
headquarters of traditional mainstream car- 
makers like Ford, Vauxhall or Peugeot. 

This five-door Ford Focus rival looks good, 
feels European, is priced keenly and comes 
with a seven-year/100,000-mile warranty - 
unprecedented and still unchallenged on the 
UK market. 

It still cannot quite match the Ford dynami¬ 
cally, but the gap is not so great; the interior of 
the Kia concedes little, while some drivers 
might prefer its more pliant ride. 

The big question for would-be owners 
though is: which engine? Ceed prices start at 
£11,270 in supermini territory rather than 
Focus class, but that buys the 1.4-litre petrol 
‘cooking’ version. 

Most buyers will opt instead for a 1.6 petrol 
(from £11,820) or 1.6 diesel (from £12,570), but 
it is still a tough call because the old argument 
that the petrol will be more refined is under¬ 
mined by the fact that Kia’s 1.6 unit is only 


ROAD TEST 



I BY STEVE LOADER 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 

★★★ . 

Image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★ k 

Green rating 

★★★v 


average on that front, while its two diesel sis¬ 
ters are silky for this class. 

You pay more upfront for the diesels though 
and need to be confident of covering enough 
miles to enable the greater economy to recoup 
that extra cash. 

There is less to ponder about the interior; 
after a previous generation Kia Rio - the car it 
replaced effectively, since the current Rio is 
closer to supermini class - this is a quantum 
leap in quality and comfort, with a decent 
built-in CD/audio system and steering wheel 
controls now arranged in the normal indica- 
tors-to-the-left ‘European’ way. 

Try to press on with the Ceed and the forgiv¬ 
ing suspension allows it to pitch more than a 
Focus or Vauxhall Astra, though it is never 
lacks grip or tests confidence. 

If this sounds like a deal-breaker though, try 
the more tautly arranged three-door Proceed 
version. 

There is also a third family member worth 
considering - the capacious and practical Ceed 
SW estate. 

No wonder Ford & Co are worried. 

• Email steve.loader@kosmedia.co.uk 



SEE MOTORSTV FOR 
MORE ROAD TESTS 
BY STEVE LOADER @ 

yourkenttv.co.uk 

Need a new car? Then visit www.carsforkent.co.uk 
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Don’t pay 
retail prices! 

Our cars are lower than Parkers Car Price Guide* 







07 57 Peugeot 307 1,6 16v S 5dr (A/C) 

• Metallic Paint • Alloys • CD Player • Air Con 

• Cost new £14,427 • Parker’s Price £7,590* 


FAIR PAYMENT 

£137.37 

PER MONTH 


FAIR PRICE FAIR SAVING 

£6490 * £1100 

w ■ against PARKER’S PRICE GUIDE 



46 monthly 

Cash 

Deposit or 

1 monthly 

Final 

Total amount 

Total charge 

APRt 

payments 

price 

Part Exchange 

payment 

payment 

payable 

for credit 

10.9% 

£137 37 

£6490 

£1000 

£195 

£23237 

£7609.02 

£1119.02 



Met Paint • Alloys • CD • Cruise 
Also available in ‘S’ HDi model 


47 monthly 
payments 

£199.. 



a I Scoop 
£?80 Purchase! 


Cash 

price 

£9590 


07 57 Reg Peugeot From 

308 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5dr (A/C) 

Cost new £16,845 
Parker’s Price £10,570* 


£9590 


Final 

payment 

£298 S i 


Total amount 
payable 

£1107548 


Customer 

Deposit 

£1600 


Total charge 
for credit 

£148548 


1 monthly 
payment 

£199ai 


APR 


9.9% 


J 



Pre Reg Delivery Mileage From 
Mazda MX-5 - Various Models 
Cost new £15,605 
Parker’s Price £14,935* 


SAVE 
£2805 *OlC$ 

AGAINST <S 
PRICE K 

Ul/UEM W 


FAIR SAVING 

£ 204 § 
£12890 


We have fair deals on all our cars. It’s only fair. Here’s a small selection. See our website for further details! 



56 Reg Ford 

Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3dr (Climate) 


Met Paint • Alloys • Air Con • E/Pack 

“*£ 5999 111 


A fair saving of £431 


06 Reg Peugeot 

407 2.0 HDi 136 S 4dr 



Small Cars 

53 to 57 Reg Peugeot 206 - Choice of 55.£4,999 

51 to 57 Reg Renault Clio - Choice of 25.£3,999 

Y to 07 Reg Ford Fiesta - Choice of 20.£3,299 

51 to 56 Reg Mini One/Cooper/S - Choice of 25.£7,499 

03 to 56 Reg Toyota Yaris - Choice of 20.£4,999 

52 to 07 Reg Vauxhall Corsa - Choice of 20.£4,799 

MPVs 

54 to 57 Reg Peugeot 807 - Choice of 10.£9,999 

04 to 08 Reg Renault Scenic - Choice of 10.£5,699 

Y to 07 Reg Citroen Picasso - Choice of 20.£3,799 

05 to 08 Reg Ford Focus C-Max - Choice of 10.£6,499 

53 to 08 Reg Vauxhall Zafira - Choice of 20.£5,499 

54 to 07 Reg VW Sharan - Choice of 15.£9,999 



05 to 57 Reg Mazda3 - Choice of 20.£7,799 

06 to 08 Reg Peugeot 207 - Choice of 25. £6,799 

02 to 57 Reg Peugeot 307 - Choice of 90.£5,299 

03 to 57 Reg Renault Megane - Choice of 25.£4,999 

52 to 07 Reg Ford Focus - Choice of 40.£3,799 

02 to 57 Reg Vauxhall Astra - Choice of 45.£5,499 


54 to 08 Reg Peugeot 407 - Choice of 50. 

02 to 57 Reg Renault Laguna - Choice of 10... 

X to 57 Reg Ford Mondeo - Choice of 70. 

02 to 55 Reg Toyota Avensis - Choice of 10.... 
54 to 57 Reg Vauxhall Vectra - Choice of 25 ... 
53 to 56 Reg VW Passat - Choice of 10.. 


Prestige Cars 



Sports & 4X4s 


06 to 56 Reg BMW 1 Series - Choice of 5.£1 2,999 

52 to 07 Reg BMW 3 Series - Choice of 10.£6,299 

53 to 06 Reg Jaguar X-Type - Choice of 20.£8,299 

W to 04 Reg Lexus IS200 - Choice of 5.£6,499 

51 to 55 Reg Mercedes A-Class - Choice of 10.£5,499 

03 to 55 Reg Mercedes C Class - Choice of 15.£9,499 


54 to 07 Reg Mazda MX-5 - Choice of 10.£9,7 

04 to 07 Reg Mazda RX-8 - Choice of 15.£9,^ 

05 to 56 Reg Honda CR-V - Choice of 10.£10,5 

Y to 06 Reg Land Rover Freelander - Choice of 10.£5,4 

54 to 55 Reg Nissan X-Trail - Choice of 5.£8,9 

51 to 55 Reg Toyota Rav4 - Choice of 15.£5,7 


AutoPlanet 

Your local car superstore 

Up to 

3 years | 64 point | Vehicle 
warranty inspection history check 

on used cars 


Maidstone Bircholt Road 

LOW local call rate 

0845 871 4985 

www.autoplanetmaidstone.co.uk 

Mon to Fri: 9am - 7pm • Sat: 9am - 6pm • Sun: 11am - 5pm 



a 07 57 Peugeot 307 1.6 16v S 5dr (A/C) £14427 inc. metallic paint and 08 Mazda MX-5 1.8i 2dr £15605 inc. metallic paint. Terms and conditions apply. This is a limited offer subject to availability, the company reserves the right to withdraw the offer at any tir 
the sales process. Ask your local dealer for further information. AutoPlanet are licensed credit brokers. Written details available upon request. Finance is subject to status, guarantees/indemnities may be required. Cars shown for illustrative purposes on^r. All p 
available on all cars. Written quotations on request, subject to status, applicants must be over 18. In most cases the customer may not be the 1st registered owner on the registration documents. Address: 1 Lea Valley Road, Chingford, London, E4 7PX. 




























































































































Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 

Emailyourashford@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourashford.co.uk 


41 


USED CAR ROUND-UP: 


OUR HCK FROM A KEY SECTOR 


DISTINCTIVE MIDI-MPVS carsferkent.co.uk » 

IN 1997, Renault tried a bit of lateral thinking with the 'people carrier' concept it pioneered with the Espace and came up with the 
'midi' or 'compact' MPV (multi-purpose vehicle). The result was the original five-seat Scenic, the blueprint for even more vehicles 
than the original Espace inspired, and the impetus for waves of tall, space efficient 'MPV styling' across the whole car market. As 
one of the new car market's boom sectors over the past few years, it means there is also plenty of choice for user car buyers. 



EARNING top marks with the motoring press for originality 
when it arrived in 2000, the original Multipla proved simply 
too wacky looking to generate the sales it deserved. A 
facelift made it more visually acceptable and its practical 
gualities began to shine. Relatively compact, it allows six to 
be seated comfortably and there is plenty of stowage space. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★★ 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 


NO apologies for including the Picasso - it quickly trumped 
Renault's pioneering Scenic to become the best-seller in the 
new sector. It's only a five-seater, but the 'jelly mould design' 
smoothes the edges of a commodious and flexibly eguipped 
box. The range features excellent turbodiesels and has a good 
reliability record. Plenty of choice on the used market too. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★ 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 



HONDA FR-V 



THOUGH late into this sector, Honda had time to review the 
market and decided that Fiat got it right with the Multipla. 

So the FR-V is another short, wide six-seater with two rows of 
seats, but not as roomy as the Fiat. Buyers like the peace of 
mind Honda's engineering gives and how the dash-mounted 
gearshift creates room in front. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★ 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★ 


SELL YOUR CAR 

Buy 2 weeks and get the 3rd FREE 


Hyourashford 

jyourcanterbury 


yourswale 

liyourthanet 


yourmedway \ 
Ipyourmaidstone 


yourshepway 

Ipyourdover 


™RD FOCUS LA l.6] 


>ORD FOCUS la 1.6 


3x1 Box Ad . 

k P'wk J 


3x1 

Max. 25 words 


£7,995.00 


6x2 

Max. 25 words 


Lineage ■■ 

A p p rox^2Q, w o rd s 

// I I 
// 

Contact us on: 

01303 817150 


Email: advertisingfakosmedia.co.uk 

Deadline for advertisements for the newspapers: Friday midday 

We can process your payment via telephone, fax, post or email using all 
major credit cards 


Photographs 

You can send in a photograph via email to 
advertising(dkosmedia.co.uk. If you are unsure please 
telephone one of our advisors on 01303 817150. 

Deadline for sending us photo advertisements is Friday at 
midday prior to Wednesdays publication. 



r £2? 
L 6x2 photo , 
\ P/wk A 



What do you get for your money? 

Advertisement in the ‘Your Local’ of your choice 
reaching thousands of adults across ‘Your Local’ 
area regularly each week. 

Plus free listing on carsforkent.co.uk where there 
are thousands of other Kent cars on sale every day. 

When you place a private advertisement with 
KOSMedia you get a unique combination of printed 
and online media within Britain’s award-winning 
newspaper group and our fast- growing websites. 
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Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 

Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


ALFA ROMEO 

SPIDER, 3.2 V6, gj57ffy, alloy wheels, 
anti-lock brakes, climate control, drivers 
airbag, electric windows, traction 
control, trip computer, blue, 9000 miles, 
£20995, Thames Group Tunbridge 
Wells, Tunbridge Wells, 01892 549766 
(TRADE) 

mbei 

A2, SE 5dr, gk02 oec, remote central 
locking, remote alarm, rear 
wash/wipe, rear headrests, radio, 
twin air bags, abs, power steering, 
alloy wheels, blue, 58000 miles, 
£4995, Kings Highway Garage Ltd, 
Plumstead, 020 8855 4000 (TRADE) 

A4,1,9tdi 130 se estate, 2003, blue 
m with grey cloth, 67000 miles, 
£8950, Martin James Cars, Kent, 
01795426700 (TRADE) 

BENTLEY 

ARNAGE, red label auto, 2001, 
blenhiem silver with black leather, 
50000 miles, £44950, Martin James 
Cars, Kent, 01795426700 (TRADE) 

bh 

3 SERIES, 1,6i Saloon 4d 1596CC, 
l316hmo, mot-11/04/08 good runner, 
green, miles, £695.00, DCD Autos, 
ASHFORD, 01233 642211 (TRADE) 

7 SERIES, 7351 AUTO, 2002, oxford 
green metallic with beige nappa 
exclusive, 79000 miles, £11950, 
Martin James Cars, Kent, 
01795426700 (TRADE) 

CADILLAC ~ 

CTS, cts 3.6 sport luxury v6,2005, 
light platinum with black leather, 
22379 miles, £12950, Martin James 
Cars, Kent, 01795426700 (TRADE) 

CARAVANS & MOTOR HOMES 


CARAVAN SPRITE ALPINE, 4 berth, 
15ft long, awnming, shower, portaloo, 
stabilising bar, very good condition. 
£695 0N0 tel: 07725 952521 


CHEVROLET 

CAPTIVA, LTX 2.0, gk08orw, finished 
in denim blue with black interior, 
blue, 4000 miles, £22995, Caffyns 
Chevrolet T Wells, Tunbridge Wells, 
01892 515700 (TRADE) 

CHRYSLER 

300C, 5.7v8 auto estate, 2007, 
brilliant crystal met with dark and 
light slate gr, 10577 miles, £18950, 
Martin James Cars, Kent, 
01795426700 (TRADE) 


mmmT~ 

CITROEN BERLINGO 800, 04 2005, 

1.9d lx white pas 43.000 miles fsh 
lined, £3995, Beaver Commercials, 
Ashford, 01233 634763 (TRADE) 

C2,1.4i Cool 3dr, 2007,1.4i cool 3dr 
hatch sp eds, poseidon blue, 7500 
miles, £6595, Masters Citroen, Penge, 
0208 659 0909 (TRADE) 

C3,1.1 i Cool 5dr, 2007,1.1 i cool 5dr 
hatch special edition, passion red, 
7500 miles, £6495, Masters Citroen, 
Penge, 0208 659 0909 (TRADE) 

C4,1.6HDi 16V VTR Plus 5dr EGS, 

1.6hdi 16v vtr plus 5dr egs diesel 
hatch, icelandic grey, 1000 miles, 
£13495, Masters Citroen, Penge, 

0208 659 0909 (TRADE) 

C8,2.0 HDi 16V SX 5dr [136], 2007, 
2.0 hdi 16v sx 5dr [136] diesel 
estate, silver, 8995 miles, £15995, 
Wilmoths Ashford, Ashford, 01233 
640100 (TRADE) 

FIAT 


PUNTO, active 1.2,2003, silver, 
45000 miles, £2995, County Car 
Sales, Dover, 01304 242324 (TRADE) 

SCUDO EL, 05 2000, 2.0 jtd 3 seats 
twin doors white 119.000 no vat, 0 
miles, £2400, Beaver Commercials, 
Ashford, 01233 634763 (TRADE) 

COUPE, 2.016V, 1995, red, 72451 
miles, £1995, County Car Sales, 
Dover, 01304 242324 (TRADE) 

MAREA, TD 100 SX Weekend, 1998, 
red, 106000 miles, £995, County Car 
Sales, Dover, 01304 242324 (TRADE) 

FORD 

C-MAX, 1,6TDCi Style 5dr (2007 -), 
29/09/2007, cd player abs driver 
airbag power steering electric 
windows, silver, 4694 miles, £9500, 
Invicta Motors, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

FIESTA, 1.4 Ghia, 2004, panther black, 
35600 miles, £5995, CB Motors, 
Tenterden, 01580 765011 (TRADE) 

FOCUS, 1.6 Zetec 5dr, ak08tpj, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, side 
airbags, radio/cd. insurance group:7, 
black, 16 miles, £11990, SMC Ford 
Crayford, Crayford, 01322 621667 
(TRADE) 

FUSION, 1.6 TDCi Plus 5dr (2005 -), 
31/01/2008, cd player abs driver 
airbag power steering immobiliser 
electric windows, blue, 6747 miles, 
£10000, Invicta Motors, Ashford, 

0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 


GALAXY, 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5dr [6] (2006 
-), 01/03/2008, silver, 13299 miles, 
£15500, Invicta Motors, Ashford, 

0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 

TRANSIT, High Roof Van TDC1115PS, 
bt56yze, warranty, white, 39999 
miles, £13490, SMC Ford Crayford, 
Crayford, 01322 621667 (TRADE) 

CIVIC 5 DOOR, 30/06/2005, cd player driver 
airbag power steering electric windows, 
silver, 22955 miles, £6000, Invicta Motors, 
Ashford, 0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 

HYUNDAI 

ACCENT, Gsi 5dr, gk52ymp, 
immobiliser, cloth upholstery, head 
restraints, power steering, air bag, 
colour coded body, metallic 
paintwork, rear wash/wipe, stereo, 
aluminium silver, 60000 miles, 

£2699, Marshams, Maidstone, 01622 
200 100 (TRADE) 

COUPE, SE 1975cc 3 door, 2006, cd 
player air conditioning alloy wheels 
central locking approved driver's 
airbag power steering history check 
electric windows, silver, 17200 miles, 
£7995, Pomphrey's of Sittingbourne, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 476222 
(TRADE) 

GETZ, CDX 5dr, cv08avc, blue, 3000 
miles, £7995, Automatically Ray 
Morris (Welling), Welling, 0208 303 
4030 (TRADE) 

MATRIX, 1.6 GSi 5dr Auto, 
10/05/2006, red, 36597 miles, 

£4999, Invicta Motors, Ashford, 0844 
826 5918 (TRADE) 

wmamtrr 

XJ V8,4.0 soveriegn Iwb, 2002, 
seafrost blue met with catkin leather 
interior, 71000 miles, £9950, Martin 
James Cars, Kent, 01795426700 
(TRADE) 

JEEP 

GRAND CHEROKEE, 1997, green, 
180000 miles, £2995, County Car 
Sales, Dover, 01304 242324 (TRADE) 

KIA 

CARENS, 2.0 CRDI GS 5dr, gl07jwp, 
air-conditioning, abs + ebd, air, cd 
player, insurance group:10, red, 

17900 miles, £9994, SMC Mitsubishi 
Sittingbourne, Sittingbourne, 01795 
429802 (TRADE) 

SORENTO, XS 2.5, gl06vcx, finished in 
blue with interior, blue, 16000 miles, 
£10985, Caffyns Tunbridge Wells 
Vauxhall, Tunbridge Wells, 01892 
515700 (TRADE) 


LAND ROVER 

DEFENDER, 90 2.5P Hard Top, 
e61 Ivog, tow pack, radio cassette, 
power steering, 4x4, road tax (pig) is 
£185 per year on this vehicle, blue, 
57000 miles, £4995, Diesel Centre, 
Staplehurst, 01580 890333 (TRADE) 

DEFENDER, 110 TDi County Station 
Wagon, 10941054, immobiliser, cloth 
upholstery, power steering, tow pack, 
side steps, rear wash/wipe, sunroof, 
4x4, road tax (pig) is £185 per year 
on this vehicle, niagra grey metallic, 
137000 miles, £7295, Diesel Centre, 
Staplehurst, 01580 890333 (TRADE) 

rHiiwr^T 

6S, 2005, blue metallic, 19299 miles, 
£6495, WJ King Vauxhall, Bromley, 
020 8464 3456 (TRADE) 

MERCEDES-BENZ 

C CLASS, Cl 80k Avantgarde SE, 
4763314, alloy wheels, cubanite 
silver, 14000 miles, £17995, 
Automatically Ray Morris (Welling), 
Welling, 0208 303 4030 (TRADE) 


MG 


MGF, MG TF LE500 Special Edition 
135,58, petrol, orange, 10 miles, 
£16398, SMC Mitsubishi Sittingbourne, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 429802 (TRADE) 

MINI 

COOPER S, 1.6 3 DR, 2002, trim: 
cloth engine size: 1600 transmission: 
manual no. of doors: 3, blue, 42000 
miles, £9395, Palm Bay, Margate, 
01843 298554 (TRADE) 

MITSUBISHI 

COLT, 1.5 Sport, 2004, black, miles, £6995, 
Masters Group Mitsubishi Bromley, 
Beckenham, 0208 6587122 (TRADE) 

NISSAN 

MICRA, 1.2 SE Automatic, 2004, techno 
grey, 22500 miles, £4995, CB Motors, 
Tenterden, 01580 765011 (TRADE) 

PEUGEOT 

106, independence, 2001, met green, 
28000 miles, £2495, County Car 
Sales, Dover, 01304 242324 (TRADE) 

PORSCHE 

911 CARRERA 4,2002, meridian 
silver with blue leather, 46000 miles, 
£29950, Martin James Cars, Kent, 
01795426700 (TRADE) 


RENAULT 


CLIO, Privilege, feb 06,5 doors, 
automatic, hatchback, petrol, 13,075 
miles, metallic grey, 2 owners. 3x3 
point rear seat belts, abs, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, audio 
remote control, body coloured 
bumpers, cloth seat trim, climate 
control, cruise control, drivers airbag, 
electricdoor mirrors, folding rear 
seats, front electric windows, front 
head restraints, full size spare wheel, 
heated door mirrors, height 
adjustable drivers seat, immobiliser, 
isofix child seat anchor points, 
lumbar support, pas, passenger 
airbag, radio/cd, rear electric 
windows, rear headrests, rear wiper, 
remote central locking, service 
indicator, side airbags, steering 
wheel rake adjustment, computer.full 
service renault history(last service 
27/1008), 2 months tax, insurance 
group:6, grey, £7250, KENT, 
01843585186 (PRIVATE) 


ROVER 


400,2.0 16v Si Hatchback 5d 
1994cc, 11999, remote central 
locking, electric mirrors, electric 
windows, srs airbag, radio cassette, 
air conditioning, 5 speed gearbox, 
metallic red, miles, £1995, Westbrook 
Cars, Canterbury, 01227 710685 
(TRADE) 

SKODA 

SKODA OCTAVIA ESTATE CAR, 03 

2000,2.0 gl air/con elec windows 
80.000 miles blue fsh no vat, £1495, 
Beaver Commercials, Ashford, 01233 
634763 (TRADE) 


SUBARU 


IMPREZA, wrx turbo, 2004, red, 
38000 miles, £10995, County Car 
Sales, Dover, 01304 242324 (TRADE) 

SUZUKI 

SWIFT, 2008, cosmic black, 1750 
miles, £7695, WJ King Vauxhall, 
Woolwich, 020 8854 8161 (TRADE) 



Wednesday 10th Dec 6.30pm 


Four Wheel Drive, 
Diesel Cars & MPV 

(followed by a general car auction) 

Entries Invited 

(it is very easy to book your vehicle into auction, 
just give us a call) 

An extremely popular and well 
attended Auction typically offering in 
excess of 150 vehicles 

Kent’s State of the Art Auction Centre 


Ashford Market • Monument Way' Orbital Park • Ashford • Kent 'TN24 OHB 



mmmmm 

AYGO, 1.0 WT-i + 3dr, 2006,1.0 wt-i 
+ 3dr hatch, grey, 14726 miles, 
£5995, Masters Citroen, Penge, 0208 
659 0909 (TRADE) 


/VAUlWfCE 

AGILA, 1199cc 5 door Enjoy, 2001, 
history check, 76350 miles, £2595, 
Pomphrey's of Sittingbourne, 
Sittingbourne, 01795 476222 (TRADE) 


Do You Want To Sell Your Car? 



We hold two auctions 
each week selling cars 
from £100 to £20,000. 

We will give you an 
accurate, free valuation. If you are happy 
with our valuation, you can enter your car 
into the auction, and when sold we will pay 
you within 48 hours. 


Sales every monday & Wednesday at 6.30pm 
No more costly adverts! 

No more timewasters! 

No more undesirables coming to your house! 
It s really quick and easy, exciting too! 
Everybody s doing it! 

We've been doing it since 1946! 

Open to the trade and the public! 


Commercial Vehicle Auctions 
Thursday 4th December 3.00pm 
& Thursday 18th December 3.00pm 

Then Fortnightly on Thursdays at 3.00pm 
Approx 50 light vans and pick ups 
A well attended and popular 
fortnightly sale 

A selection of entries from Local Authorities, 
Local Companies, Main Dealerships & Others 

Entries Invited 


www.hobbsparker.co.uk/cars • 01233 506266 


Kent’s State of the Art Auction Centre 


Ashford Market • Monument Way • 
Orbital Park • Ashford • Kent 'TN24 OHB 


HOBBS ♦PARKER 

Car Auctions LLP 























































































K 0 S 


jobsf@rashford.co.uk 

Powered by Jobsforkent.co.uk search engine 



TO ADVERTISE: ©email US appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ||| TELEPHONE US ON: 01303 817040 ^ FAX US ON: 01303 817004 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA 
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT 
ART AND DESIGN 
CATERING, HOSPITALITY 
CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE 
DOMESTIC 

EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL 
ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES 
ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY 


GRADUATE, TRAINEES 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE 

HR, RECRUITMENT 

INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY 

IT, INTERNET, TELECOMS 

INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE 

LEGAL 

LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS 
MARKETING, ADVERTISING 


• MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 

• NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 

• NURSING, MEDICINE, CARE WORK 

• OTHER 

• print, packaging, distribution Senior & General Appointments 43-47 

• PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 

• PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 

• RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 

• SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 

RESEARCH 

• TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 



The Caldecott Foundation, which cares for 
vulnerable children who have experienced extreme 
trauma and disruption, seeks dedicated and highly 
motivated foster carers. Comprehensive training 
and support given, plus excellent rates of pay. 
Contact Jamie Bromfield or 
Erica Eversfield on 01303 815648 or email 
fostering@caldecottfoundation.co.uk 



Poplars Nursing Home 

Maidstone 01622 752872 

Full Time RGN 

38.5-44 HRS PER WEEK 
£10.50-El 0.86 depending on experience 

Please contact Philippa for application Pack 


To advertise 
in this section 

Q 01303 817040 


A 2 CABS LTD 

Full & Part Time 
TAXI DRIVER'S 

Required 

Please contact 

Elaine 

01795 431500 


Market Research Interviewers 


If you enjoy working on your own, can work after 12.30pm or at weekends have 
your own transport and land phone line, and want to find out more, phone us now 
for an information pack quoting your postcode and code no: 6539SC 




Kantar Operations 


- Earn E60.65-E66.72 for a 6 hour working day. 

- Other benefits: travel allowance and holiday pay. 

- Flexible work: min 2 and up to 5 days per week. 

- No previous experience, full assessment/training given. 020 8433 4491 

- No selling: asking people’s opinions in their homes. www.kantaroperations.com 

- Good level of spoken and written English required. we are an equal opportunity employer 


CLASSROOM MANAGERS REQUIRED 


SELLINDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
VACANCY 

FULL TIME SCHOOL SECRETARY 

Required for January 2009 
Kent Pay Scheme Band 5 
40 weeks a year 8:30 - 4:00 
For details please contact: Miss Baxter 
Sellindge Primary School, 

Main Road, Sellindge, Kent TN25 6JY 
Tel: 01303-812073 

Email: headteacher@sellindge-ashford.kent.sch.uk 


Hours: 8 . 30 am - 3 . 30 pm, 32 hours a week, term-time only 
(39 weeks) 

Salary: Kent Scheme 6 (£ 18,288 - £ 20,061 pro rata per annum) 

We are looking for people with excellent communication skills, the 
ability to interact well with both students (aged 11 - 18 ) and staff, the 
ability to manage a variety of situations, be calm and work well 
under pressure. 

The main role is to supervise and provide instruction to students in 
the absence of subject teachers for lessons provided. The 
Classroom Manager will also be responsible for carrying out other 
tasks that are related to the learning environment. 



For more information and an application form please contact: 
Miss S Spratley, Pent Valley Technology College, 

Surrenden Road, Folkestone, Kent. CT19 4ED. 

Email: samantha.spratley@pent-valley.kent.sch.uk 
Tel: 01303 277161 ext 2218 Fax: 01303 279342 



Closing Date: Friday 12th December 2008 

Interviews: Week beginning 15th December 2008 achievement for all 



re r 


OTE 

£20k 


www.jobsforkent.co.uk 

www.yourkenttv.co.uk 


Recruitment Telesales Executive 

Based at our offices near Ashford 


Are You? 

enthusiastic . 

a team play* 

confident , 

drivbn mo ^ lva ^ ec l 

willing to succeed 

Tenacious 

We Offer: 

• Bonus • Good basic Salary • Award Winning Company 
• Friendly Atmosphere • Opportunities 
• Lively Team • Fast Paced Work Environment 

To join a visionary and exciting media company, please 
phone Christine Davidson, Advertising Development Manager 
in the first instance on 01303 817040 or email your cvto 
christine.davidson@kosmedia.co.uk 


Area Fundraising 
Manager 

Mid Kent 




We require an enthusiastic individual with innovative ideas and 
excellent people skills to enhance our profile and achieve agreed 
challenging income targets. You will live in and have sound 
knowledge of the area. You will work alongside enthusiastic 
volunteers and encourage more volunteers to join our team. 

You must demonstrate:- 

• Excellent communication skills both verbal and written 

• A flair for organising to tight deadlines, within agreed budgets 

• Good computer skills 

• An eye for detail with a creative/innovative aptitude 

• A good team player 

Based from home and the Sittingbourne office base, this role 
requires extensive travel, impeccable time management and 
evening/weekend working within an average of 37 hours per week. 

A car and blackberry will be provided. 

For an informal discussion please contact Sue Piper 01795 845245. 

For an application pack please visit www.demelza.org.uk or contact 
our recruitment line on 01795 845295. 

Closing Date: 9th December, 2008 

An Enhanced Disclosure check will be required for the successful applicant. 

Demelza House is an equal opportunities employer and f * 

operates a no smoking policy. 

Rook Lane, Bobbing, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DZ investor m people 



Managing Director’s Personal Assistant 

Ashford’s Future. Salary £29,000 p.a. 


Ashford is one of the Government’s major growth areas in the 
south-east and is set to double in size by 2031 with around 
31,000 new homes. Ashford’s Future is a new company set 
up to support that agenda, helping to deliver key projects 
and high quality developments where the community will 
have access to a wide range of community facilities and good 
transport links. 

Our Managing Director is looking for an experienced Personal 
Assistant with a meticulous approach who is used to exercising 
confidentiality and diplomacy. 

You will be a good communicator, capable of working on 
your own initiative. You should have experience of managing 
diaries, maintaining records as well as arranging and assisting 
at meetings, responding to correspondence, dealing with 
telephone calls and enquiries, as well as experience of 
preparing agendas for meetings. You will also be responsible 
for receiving visitors and dealing with all enquiries about 
Ashford’s Future at first point of contact. 

For an informal discussion please contact Judith Armitt on 
01233 330811. 

Alternatively for an application form and further details, 
please send an A4 stamped addressed envelope to: 

Personnel and Development, Civic Centre,Tannery Lane, 
Ashford, Kent, TN23 1 PL 

or e-mail recruitment@ashford.gov.uk 
Closing date: 5 December 2008. 
www.ashfordbestplaced.co.uk/jobs 

v U flTnr Ashford 

■» ■ - - best placed in Britain 
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Telephone advertising: 01303 817150 

Emailappointments@kosmedia.co.uk 
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OFSTED REGISTERED 

Can you provide a safe and caring home for 
vulnerable children? We would love to hear from you 
if you are interested or involved in Fostering and 
would like additional information. Full training and 
support provided in addition to excellent rates of pay. 

For details please contact 01732 746697 
info@benecarefostering.co.uk 
www.benecarefostering.co.uk 


To advertise 
in this section 

01303 817040 
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INDUSTRIAL 

Recruiting for GENERAL OPERATIVES 

Warehouse Staff / 
Factory Operatives 
/ Forklift Drivers / 
Refuse Loaders / 
Waste Operatives 

Opportunities throughout Kent 
Recruitment Office 

01303 851133 


Be the 
first in 
line to 
receive 
the latest 
top Kent 
jobs 


Career Opportunities #cante^u^ 


College 


Canterbury College is an equal opportunities employer 

Canterbury College is a Further and Higher Education College in the heart of Kent. Our goal is to be 
one of the best FE Colleges in England by 2010. We have 9,000 students across 300 courses and 
enjoy an enviable reputation as a great place to learn. Our brand new £50M campus is also home 
to nearly 800 staff and we have some great career opportunities which may be right for you. 


Head of Faculty A Levels, Science & Humanities 

37 hours per week, salary starting from £42,128 per annum 

Lecturer Early Years 

2 posts at 37 hours per week, salary range £18,387 - £26,363 per annum 

Temporary Lecturer Performing Arts and Contemporary Dance 

27.75 hours per week, salary range £18,387 - £26,363 pro rata per annum. 
Temporary post to cover maternity leave not to exceed one year 

Supply Lecturer HE Business Enterprise and General Management to 
teach on HNC/FD and BA programmes. 

Various hours available, salary range £18,387 - £26,363 pro rata per annum. 
Applicants must hold a first degree in any discipline 

Supply Lecturers 

Various hours available, salary range £18,387 - £26,363 pro rata per annum 

Dental Nursing 

Information, Advice and Guidance 

Mental Health 

Midwifery 

Catering and Hospitality 

Key Skills Application of Number within Animal Care 

Early Years to teach BTEC First Diploma in Child Care, Learning and 

Development 

Supply Trainer Demonstrators 

Various hours available, salary starting from £18,963 pro rata per annum 

Mechanical Engineering 
Machining (turning and milling) 

Fabrication and Welding 

Network Applications Technician (Advanced) 

37 hours per week, salary starting from £21,440 per annum 

Trainer Demonstrator Hospitality & Catering 

2 posts at 18.5 hours per week, salary starting from £18,963 pro rata per 
annum 

Trainer Demonstrator Hospitality & Catering 

9.25 hours per week, salary starting from 18,963 pro rata per annum 

Skills for Life Initial Assessor 

18.5 hours per week, salary starting from £15,085 pro rata per annum 

Cleaning Coordinator 

37 hours per week, salary starting from £16,914 per annum. 

4 week shift pattern - 3 weeks nights and 1 week of days 

Assistant Cleaning Coordinator 

37 hours per week, salary starting from £15,085 pro rata per annum (nights) 

Supply NVQ Assessors in Early Years 

Various hours available, salary range from £18,295 - £26,232 pro rata per 
annum 

For an information pack please visit www.canterburycollege.ac.uk or 
call the Human Resources Office on 01227 811282 (24 hr answerphone) 
quoting the above reference. 

Staff benefits include: 


Ref 06/103 

Ref 08/40 

Ref 08/152 


Ref S/DN 
Ref S/IAG 
Ref S/MH 
Ref S/MID 
Ref S/C&H 
Ref S/KSAC 
Ref S/EY 

Ref S/TD/ME 


Ref ATA 

Ref TD8 

Ref 08/153 

Ref 08/154 

Ref CLC1 

Ref ACC1 

Ref S/ASS/EY 


IW 


Pension & Life Assurance Scheme 
Proximity to main bus & train stations 
Close to City Centre 


Sports Hall & Gym 
Generous Holiday Allowance 
Staff Discount Scheme 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


The closing date for the above posts is Monday 8th December 2008 at 12 noon 


CLICK Ml CALL European Union 

www.canterburycollege.ac.uk/job-vacancies IP 01227 811282 (24 hr answerphone) 


Register your 
details and we'll 
email you daily 
with new jobs that 
match your 
selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find 
a job in the County 


• 


The National Autistic Society is the UK's leading charity for people 
affected by autism. We provide a wide range of advice, information, 
support and specialist services to 100,000 people each year, and 
campaign and lobby positive change for the half a million people in 
the UK with autism. 


Lead Teacher and Head of 
Further Education Department 
Helen Allison School 
Longfield Road, Meopham, Kent DAI3 0EW 
LS3 -11 

Required January 09 or asap 

Helen Allison School is an independent school that provides specialist education 
and care for 70 children and young people with an autistic spectrum disorder 
aged 5-19 years. We have a residential provision that caters for 29 students on 
a 38 week basis. 

We are looking for a qualified teacher with experience of teaching children with 
autism and Asperger syndrome. You will have responsibility for the management 
and curriculum of our current off-site Further Education Department. A new 
Further Education premises is in the process of being planned and you will be 
involved with this exciting development. In addition you will promote best 
practice through monitoring the teaching, learning and assessment throughout 
the school. 

This is an excellent opportunity if you are keen to meet new challenges as part of 
our senior leadership team. In return for your commitment, we will give you all 
the support and encouragement you need to develop. You will also benefit from 
a significant training and resource budget. 

For further information, visits or an informal discussion please contact Rosie 
Williams, Deputy Principal Education on 01474 814878 or email 
helenallison@nas.org.uk 

Closing date: 12.00 Midday Monday 15 December 2008 

Applications are sought from all suitably qualified sections of the community but 
particularly welcome from those with a diagnosis of autism or Asperger 
syndrome. 

Please note: this post requires us to ask about the successful applicant's criminal 
record/s and proceed with an Enhanced Disclosure application. You will also be 
required to complete a Health Management Pre-Employment Health 
Questionnaire. 

Committed to Equal Opportunities & Investors in People 
Registered Charity No 269425 
www.autism.org.uk/jobs 


O 


Committed to Equal Opportunities & Investors ir 
Registered Charity No. 269425 


mf 




New start for 2009 


The Royal School of Military Engineering 
Support Opportunities 


Mid Kent College (MKC) is delighted to partner the Royal School of Military Engineering (RSME) at 
Brampton Barracks, Chatham. 

We provide the trades and technical training for over 8500 Royal Engineers each year and are 
recruiting a number of key posts to complement the teams already in place at the RSME. 

Facilities Manager Circa £38,000 - to take full responsibility for the buildings & 
infrastructure (including workshops and classrooms) occupied by MKC Training Services on site at the 
RSME. Experience of the management of Electro/Mechanical services essential. 

Workshop Assistant £19,008 - £21,000 - to provide practical support within the Fitter 
Department, assisting with the smooth running of the stores, light maintenance duties and the 
movement of equipment. Would suit someone with a mechanical background and a current Fork Lift 
licence. 

ICT Site Engineer £19,736 - £25,441 - to provide support and maintenance in response to 
"logged" fault calls. Must be familiar with the configuration and use of all Microsoft desk top operating 
systems and experienced with configuring and installing computer hardware/ancillary components. 

You will work within an established team, in a professional environment at a time when the RSME 
moves into an exciting phase of its development. 

Whilst you will already have skills, qualifications and/or experience relevant for these posts, you will be 
fully supported and encouraged to gain further appropriate qualifications and accreditation that will 
develop you as an individual and benefit the RSME. 

For an application form and job description please: Visit our website www.midkent.ac.uk 

Email: rsme.recruitment@midkent.ac.uk 
Telephone 01634 884555 (24 hr answer machine) 

For an informal discussion on these positions, please call: Ken Pullan on 07725128661 
Closing Date 5th December 2008 


The College is committed to Equal Opportunities and to selection 
on merit. It welcomes applications from all sections of society. 
We particularly welcome and encourage applications from under 
represented groups including black, minority ethnic and disabled 
people. 


MKC Training Services is an equal opportunity employer 










































Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 

Emailyourashford@kosmedia.co.uk 
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New start for 2009 


The Royal School of Military Engineering 

Course Designer 

Salary £34,000 per annum 


MidKent College (MKC) is delighted to partner the Royal School of Military Engineering (RSME) at 
Brompton Barracks, Chatham. 

We provide the trades and technical training for over 8500 Royal Engineers each year and are 
recruiting a number of key posts to complement the teams already in place at the RSME. 

If you are a Course Designer and would enjoy using your skills and experience to help develop 
the Military artisans of tomorrow, then this could be the ideal opportunity for you. 

You will work within an established team, in a professional environment at a time when the 
RSME moves into an exciting phase of its development. 

Whilst you will already have skills, qualifications and experience relevant for this post, you will be 
fully supported and encouraged to gain further appropriate qualifications and accreditation that 
will develop you as an individual and benefit the RSME. 

If this sounds like the right role for you - get in touch now 

For an application form and job description please: Visit our website www.midkent.ac.uk 

Email: rsme.recruitment@midkent.ac.uk 
Telephone 01634 884555 (24 hr answer machine) 

For an informal discussion on these positions, please call: Ken Pullan on 07725128661 
Closing Date 30th November 2008 


The College is committed to Equal Opportunities and to selection 
on merit, it welcomes applications from all sections of society, 
we particularly welcome and encourage applications from under 
represented groups including black, minority ethnic and disabled 
people. 


MidKent College is an equal opportunity employer 




The Royal School of Military Engineering 

Engineering Opportunities:£35,000-£40,000 (Snr Post c£45k) 


Mid Kent College (MKC) is delighted to partner the Royal School of Military Engineering (RSME) at Brompton 
Barracks, Chatham. 

We provide the trades and technical training for over 8500 Royal Engineers each year and are recruiting a 
number of key posts to strengthen the teams already in place at the RSME as the 30 year contract transitions 
to the Colleges management team. 

We have opportunities for experienced engineers (ideally degree qualified) to move into lecturing roles. The 
Professional Engineering Wing (PEW) of the RSME develops military personnel into Clerk of Works to lEng, 
foundation degree and HND level. 

We have positions for: 

Electrical Engineers with DC, AC & single/three phase, power generation, transmission & 
distribution up to llkv, generator motors and domestic installations knowledge and experience. 
Mechanical Engineers with fluid mechanics & thermodynamics, pipe design and pump sizing, 

H & C water supply/waste, large scale heating system design, ACR/HVAC control systems and lift 
technology knowledge and experience. 

Construction Engineers with groundwork, timber, masonry 81 scaffolding, superstructures, 
finishes and services knowledge and experience. 

Project Planner with experience of building site project management and work programming. 
Civil Engineer (Snr post) ICE with "contractor" background. 

You will work within an established team, in a professional environment at a time when the RSME moves into 
an exciting phase of its development and will be fully supported to gain additional relevant qualifications, 
memberships and accreditations that develop you as an engineer and benefit the PEW faculty. 

For an application form and job description please: Visit our website www.midkent.ac.uk 

Email: rsme.recruitment@midkent.ac.uk 
Telephone 01634 884555 (24 hr answer machine) 

For an informal discussion on these positions, please call: Ken Pullan on 07725128661 
Closing Date 31st January 2009 


The College is committed to Equal Opportunities and to selection 
on merit, it welcomes applications from all sections of society, 
we particularly welcome and encourage applications from under 
represented groups including black, minority ethnic and disabled 
people. 


MidKent College is an equal opportunity employer 
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Find a job online 


JobsforKent.CO.uk The smart way to find a job in the County 



From Sheerness to Dungeness, Ashford to Ramsgate, over 710,000 people depend on Eastern and Coastal Kent NHS - 

and we put them at the heart of everything we do. All our staff work hard every day to improve health and well-being 
for the local community, to tackle health inequalities and to provide high quality, responsive and efficient services, both 
directly and through commissioning. 

As one of Kent’s largest employers, we aim to employ and train a world-class workforce capable of meeting our many 
challenges. In return for your skills and commitment we offer wide-ranging staff benefits including real investment in 
personalised career development, flexible working, childcare, final salary pension scheme and in-house discounts. 

Why not join us? 


• Final salary pension scheme 

• Enhanced paternity pay 

• Occupational sickness benefit 

• Enhanced adoption pay 

• Lease car scheme for eligible staff 

• Flexible Working Policies 

• Occupational health service 

• Extensive Training Programs 

• Childcare 

• Long service awards 

• Enhanced maternity pay 

• In-house discounts & external benefits 


SELECTION OF CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES 


ADMIN AND CLERICAL / DOMESTIC 
SERVICES_ 

Job Title: Clinic Support Clerk 

Salary: £12,922 to £15,950 pa 

Band: 2 

Hours: 3.5 

Location: Chatham 

Ref: 767-ECS644 

Closing date: 04/12/08 

Job Title: Secretary to Head of IM&T 

Salary: £14,834 to £17,732 pa 

Band: 3 

Hours: 37.5 

Location: Trinity House, Ashford 
Ref: 767-ASH228 
Closing date: 05/12/08 

NURSING AND MIDWIFERY 
REGISTERED_ 

Job Title: Community Health Nurse 

Salary: £20,225 to £26,123 pa 
Band: 5 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Dover Health Centre 
Ref: 767-ASH226 
Closing date: 05/12/08 

Job Title: Community Health Nurse (School Nursing) 

Salary: £20,225 to £26,123 pa 
Band: 5 
Hours: 30 

Location: Dover Health Centre 
Ref: 767-ASH227 
Closing date: 05/12/08 


Job Title: Staff Nurse 

Salary: £20,225 to £26,123 pa 
Band: 5 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Faversham Cottage Hospital 
Ref: 767-ASH229 
Closing date: 06/12/08 

Job Title: Nurse Practitioner MIU 

Salary: £24,103 to £32,653 pa 
Band: 6 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Sheppey Community Hospital 
Ref: 767-ASH230 
Closing date: 06/12/08 

job Title: Clinical Nurse Sp€&ial(& x 3TT~! 

Salary: £29,091 - £38,385 
Band: 7 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Protea House, Dover 
Ref: 767-ECC645 
Closing date: 11/12/08 

ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 

Job Title: Highly Specialist Obesity Dietitian 

Salary: £29,091 to £38,352 pa 
Band: 7 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Sittingbourne Research Centre 
Ref: 767-ASH191 
Closing date: 03/12/08 


Job Title: Prescribing Project Dietitian 

Salary: £20,225 to £26,123 pa 
Band: 5 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: William Harvey Hospital, Ashford 
Ref: 767-ASH232 
Closing date: 08/12/08 

Job Title: Speech & Language Therapist 
(Schools Team & Early Years) 

Salary: £20,225 - £26,123 
Band: 5 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: QVMH, Herne Bay & Local Primary 
Schools, Thanet 
Ref: 767-ECC637 
Closing date: 16/12/08 

Job Title: Speech & Language Therapist 
(Language Unit & Early Years) 

Salary: £20,225 -£26,123 
Band: 5 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Laleham Gap School & Canterbury 
Health Centre 
Ref: 767-ECC638 
Closing date: 16/12/08 

Job Title: Specialist Speech & Language 
Therapist (Thanet Schools Team) 

Salary: £24,103 -£32,653 
Band: 6 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Mill Lane House, Margate 
Ref: 767-ECC635 
Closing date: 16/12/08 


Job Title: Speech & Language Therapist 
(Schools Team & Early Years) 

Salary: £20,225 - £26,123 
Band: 5 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Whitstable Health Centre & Local 
Primary Schools 
Ref: 767-ECC639 
Closing date: 16/12/08 

Job Title: Specialist Speech & Language 
Therapist (Schools Team) 

Salary: £24,103 - £32,653 
Band: 6 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Mill Lane House, Margate 
Ref: 767-ECC634 
Closing date: 16/12/08 

Job Title: Highly Specialist Speech & Language 
Therapist (Schools Team) 

Salary: £29,091 -£38,352 
Band: 7 
Hours: 26.25 

Location: Canterbury & Faversham Schools 
Ref: 767-ECC631 
Closing date: 16/12/08 

Job Title: Specialist Speech & Language 
Therapist (Early Years) 

Salary: £24,103 - £32,653 
Band: 6 
Hours: 18.75 

Location: Seashells Children's Centre, 

Sheerness 

Ref: 767-ECC632 

Closing date: 16/12/08 


Job Title: Specialist Speech & Language 
Therapist (ASD/Secondary School Service) 

Salary: £24,103 - £32,653 
Band: 6 
Hours: 37.5 

Location: Spring Lane Neighbourhood Centre, 

Canterbury 

Ref: 767-ECC633 

Closing date: 16/12/08 

ADDITIONAL CLINICAL SERVICES 

Job Title: Healthcare Asisistatlt'- 

Salary: £12,922 to £15,950 pa 
Band: 2 
Hours: 30 

Location: Faversham Cottage Hospital 
Ref: 767-ASH231 
Closing date: 08/12/08 


For further information and to apply, please visit WWW.eastCOastkentpct.nhs.uk or call 01227 866450. We are an equal opportunities employer Committed to safeguarding children and vulnerable adults 
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Telephone advertising: 01303 817040 

Emailappointments@kosmedia.co.uk 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


KOS MEDIA (PUBLISHING) LTD 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Advertisements will be accepted only on the express condition that the advertiser 
warrants that the advertisement does not in any way contravene any existing 
legislation and in particular the Trade and Description Act 1968 and the Consumer 
Credit Act 1974. 

2. It is the responsibility of all advertisers to ensure that all advertising meets all forms 
of government legislation and KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd (the "media owner") 
takes no responsibility for liability in errors and omissions to the content of our 
media. 

3. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the 
advertisement appears. 

4. All rates within the annual advertising agreement will be rate protected for 12 
months from the first date of publication under the signed agreement. 

5. Any unsuitable material posted on any website belonging to KOS Media (Publishing) 
Ltd by the advertiser or any associated third party will be removed or refused. All 
passwords and security supplied to the advertiser by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd in 
relation to the use of the posting of material via the media owner’s online 
administration tool will be the responsibility of the advertiser. The advertiser 
indemnifies KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd against any damages as a result of misuse 
of these privileges by either the advertiser or any third party given password 
privileges by the advertiser. 

6. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right to change passwords intermittently 
to ensure the overall and ongoing security of its websites within the public domain. 

7. Copyright and licenses for voice-over/music/photography or film for advertising 
promotions or otherwise within the various forms of media in print, online and 
moving film owned by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd must have been sought, verified 
or paid for by the advertiser where applicable. Approval or permissions must have 
been given by any potential beneficial owner voice-over or music. The advertiser 
must be able to verify any statements or claims (promotional or otherwise) in 
relation to their products/services promoted within any of the media offerings 
belonging to KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd. 

8. Where shrinkage of an advertisement occurs for whatever reason, the 
advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre where it relates to the 
media owner’s printed publications. This will NOT apply to full-page 
advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

9. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right to omit or refuse any 
advertisement/commercial/web content without notice or explanation. In these 
terms the word "advertiser” shall be construed to include any person or 
organisation placing an advertisement on behalf of another. 

10. A guarantee of insertion cannot be given and the media owners shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage caused by any error inaccuracy within your marketing 
content. In no case shall the total liability of the media owner for any error or 
omission exceed the price charged by the media owners for that advertising. 

11. No liability is accepted for any loss or damage alleged to have arisen through delay 
in forwarding replies to Box numbers, however caused, nor for the loss or damage 
to any artwork supplied. 

12. Claims for any error or inaccuracy in your media messages with KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd must be made in writing to the accounts department within 10 
days of publishing 

13. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions 
made on their websites by the advertiser. 

14. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd has the right to cancel the advertiser’s annual 
membership without notice should the advertiser deliberately publish out of date 
material or content on any of the media owner’s online digital platforms. KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd will seek to recover, in full, all outstanding invoices in relation to the 
signed annual membership as a result of the advertiser’s negligence in this regard 
and reserves the right to claim damages for any potential vexatious action via the 
advertiser. 

15. Advertisers are requested to check their advertisements after the first insertion. The 
media owner will not be responsible for any errors on subsequent insertions, which 
have not been advised to them in writing. 

16. A minimum of one month’s notice must be given in writing for any cancellation of 
the signed annual advertiser's agreement. Upon cancellation, all discounts from 
KOS Media’s standard effective media advertising rate card (July 2008-June 2009) 
will be recalculated and adjusted accordingly in line with KOS Media’s standard 
media rate card (effective July 2008-June 2009) and will reflect the revised length 
of commitment denoted by the advertiser’s written cancellation. Any surcharges, 
refunds or costs in relation to the production of the advertiser’s TV commercial for 
the commitment set out within the advertiser’s agreement will be met in full by the 
advertiser as per KOS Media’s standard media advertising rate card (July 2008- 
June 2009). Discounts will be reapplied and any refunds or surcharges will be paid 
by either party within 30 days of the advertiser’s written cancellation. Any other 
advertising placed must give a minimum of seven days’ written notice and any 
discounts given for series bookings will be forfeited by the advertiser upon 
cancellation. 

17. Seasonal contracts, Your Professional classified advertisements or any uplift 
advertising within the annual contract with the advertiser will be invoiced in full - 
at rate card - on receipt of any written cancellation of this contract within the 12- 
months. 

18. All uplift advertisements must be booked in at least three months in advance of 
publication and will be subject to availability. All dates booked will be on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

19. The advertiser must agree to the date and time of filming of any online TV 
advertising commercial supplied by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd within the 
advertiser’s agreement, (Platinum, Gold, Silver standard of commercial). Should, for 
any reason, the advertiser not be available at the agreed time without giving 
sufficient notice (at least 48 hours), KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right 
to charge for any further TV production at its standard published hourly rate should 
the advertiser still wish to use KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd’s production services to 
complete its TV commercial or photographic imagery included in the advertiser’s 
agreement. The advertiser will approve and accept that there are only two choices 
of voice-over and music offered by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd. Should an 
advertiser wish to use other voice-overs or non-copyright free music it is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to pay the PRS rights should they be required to do 
so. Any changes to or failure to approve the TV production by the deadlines agreed 
between both parties will result in KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd being given 
permission by the advertiser to replace the TV commercial with pictures or stills 
from a choice of photography supplied by the media owner until the advertiser can 
supply a TV commercial produced at their own cost and risk outside of this 
agreement. The advertiser also accepts and agrees that this action would not 
reduce the value or cost of their membership. Any cost of changes required to the 
TV commercial throughout the advertiser’s agreement will be borne by the 
advertiser outside of this agreement. 

20. Each advertiser accepts that their ranking and position within KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd’s search engine will be equal to those within their category 
(Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze, etc) other than they will be ranked based on the 
search engine criteria of optimisation within their level (Platinum, Gold, Silver or 
Bronze). 

21. Any delivery claims made by the advertiser or discount vouchers published within 
the print or online media of KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd and any action as a result 
of the public or otherwise is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Any claims 
resulting from this via KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd must be met by the advertiser. 

22. a. All credit accounts due for payment shall be notified to the Advertiser by the 30th 
day following the date of the invoice, time to be of the essence. All sums due to 
KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd or RBS Factoring shall be paid in full, and the Advertiser 
shall have no right of set off in any circumstances. 

b. In the event that payment is not received by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd or RBS 
Factoring by the due date, the media owner shall be entitled to suspend all further 
advertising until payment is received and/or repudiate the contract and make any 
surcharges for breaking the contract. 

c. In the event that payment is not received by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd by the 
due date, the media owner reserves the right to charge interest on all overdue 
balances calculated on a daily basis at the rate of two per cent above the minimum 
lending rate of National Westminster Bank Pic from time to time in force. 

d. Not withstanding anything in these terms and conditions or implied to the 
contrary, in the event of the Advertiser ceasing to use the services of KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd (for whatever reason), the whole amount of monies due from the 
Advertiser to the date of cessation shall fall due for immediate payment. 

e. The Advertiser will be liable for all costs incurred by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd 
in the recovery of debts not paid by the due date. 

f. Payment may be made by cheque, credit transfer, direct debit, cash and any 
major credit card. 

23. Any discount which KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd may have agreed with the 
Advertiser shall be forfeited in the event of failure by the Advertiser to complete the 
contract or to meet the above credit terms. 

24. Advertising Agency commission will be allowed to those advertisers recognised by 
the Newspaper Society, but shall not exceed ten per cent and will be subject to the 
terms of that recognition. This commission will not be allowed if the Advertising 
Agency fails to meet the terms. 

25. All private advertisements and certain categories as laid down by KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd must be prepaid. 

26. The Advertiser agrees to indemnify KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the media owners or any of the 
companies within the KOS Media Group as the result of legal action or threatened 
legal action or threatened legal arising from the publication of any advertisement 
or advertising promotion. 

27. An order for an advertisement shall amount to acceptance of these terms and 
conditions, and any condition placed on an order by an Advertiser shall be null and 
void in so far as it conflicts with them. 

28. Copyright in advertisements produced wholly or partially by the media owners 
belong to KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd. Advertisers may not reproduce such 
advertisements without the media owner’s written consent. 

All terms and conditions stated above are in place to protect the advertiser, the media 

owner and the communities they serve within the public domain as well as the 

beneficial rights of individuals and organisations. KOS Media will endeavour to always 

act reasonably in applying its terms and conditions. 

Effective from June 2008 

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR 
Tel 01303 817040 Fax 01303 817004 
Email: info@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Award winning publications 
www.kentnews.co.uk 


Teachers Needed 

Primary, Secondary and SEN. 

Capita Education Resourcing is the leading 
provider of educational staff throughout the UK. 
Our dedicated and friendly Kent team can provide 
you with: 

✓ Daily/weekly/termly supply opportunities 

✓ Excellent rates of pay - paid weekly 

✓ Free in-service training and CPD assessment 

✓ Free use of resource centre 

✓ An out-of-hours service 

Even if you can only spare one day a week we would 
love to hear from you. 

To find out more information 
and to register with us, please call us free on: 

0800 731 6871 

CAPITA | | jean.read@capita.co.uk 

I EDUCATION RESOURCING ^■ 
(Agy) Committed to equal opportunities 


To advertise 
in this section 

01303 817040 


The Best 
Connection^ 

EMPLOYMENT GROUP 

Require:- 

DRIVERS 
(All Categories) 

TEMPORARY WAREHOUSE 
& INDUSTRIAL WORKERS 

Immediate start possible for 
suitable candidates. 

Please call 01622 664999 for more 
information. 


StWerburgh 
Medical Practice 

98 Bells Lane, Hoo, Rochester; Kent ME3 9HU 
Tel: 01634 250523 

PARTTIME 

DISPENSER/RECEPTIONIST REQUIRED 

GP Dispensing Practice 20 Hours per week Mon - Fri, NVQ 
level 2 qualification in Dispensing essential. Must be able to 
work without supervision and have own transport. Must be 
willing to cover holidays and sickness. 

PARTTIME NURSE OR 
EXPERIENCED HCA REQUIRED 

for general treatment room duties at a multi site GP surgery 
25 hours per week Mon - Fri am/pm sessions. 

Car essential, must be willing to cover holiday and sickness. 

Closing date: 19 December 2008 

Contact; Mrs Julie Allen - julie.allen@nhs.net 



MAIDSTONE MEDWAY 
CANTERBURY DAKTFORD 
GRAVESEND ASHFORD 


RUN BY TEACHERS FOR TEACHERS 

0845 130 4586 

www.link-education.co.uk 

Est 2000 Holders of DCSF Quality Mark 2002 - 2009 
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Sir Joseph Williamson's Mathematical School 
Maidstone Road Rochester Kent ME1 3EL 
Tel: 01634 844008 
Email: 

oflice@sirjosephwiIIiamson.medway.sch.uk 
Website: www.sirjosephwilliamson.medway.sch.uk 

A Specialist Voluntary Controlled School in 
Mathematics, Computing and Humanities. An 
11-18 Boys’ Grammar School of 1180 students including 
300 in the co-educational Sixth Form. 

PASTORAL SUPPORT ASSISTANT 

We require a full time Pastoral Support Assistant who would 
be prepared to act as a Cover Supervisor for 37 hours per 
week, term time only to start in January 2009. Salary will be 
according to age and experience and will be paid at Medway 
Grade D2 - Salary range £14,782 - £18,799 pro rata . 

The school is expanding its team of support staff in order to 
enhance our pastoral structure and allow teachers to be at the 
forefront of learning. Do you relate well to young people? 
Could you support students at times when they meet barriers to 
their learning? Would you be able to liaise with parents, teachers 
and other professionals in support of individuals? Would you be 
interested in developing your skills with classes of young people? 
If so, please contact Mrs J Harrison for an application form 
and job specification on 01634 844008. 

Any offer of employment will be subject to a satisfactory 
Enhanced Criminal Records Bureau check. 


Closing date for applications 
- Friday, 12th December 2008 
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Fuji Seal Europe Ltd. 

The Fuji Seal Group is the only shrink sleeve manufacturer offering a 
complete single source solution utilising its network of manufacturing 
operations in the UK, Netherlands, France, Poland, USA, Asia andJapan. We 
are currently recruiting the following position: 

COSTING ASSISTANT 

We are seeking a methodical, extremely accurate and detail 
orientated person to join our costing team. 

Computer literate, with an enthusiasm and flair for data analysis, 
the jobholder will be responsible for preparing prices following 
requests from the sales department. You will also be responsible 
for checking quotations and invoices. The job holder will need to 
be flexible and able to adapt urgently at short notice, whilst 
maintaining the discipline necessary to keep on track with all the 
other requirements of the job. 

The jobholder must have excellent verbal and numerical skills and 
be able to work with tight deadlines. Teamwork is essential and 
the ability to develop good working relationships both within the 
company and with external contacts is a must. Manufacturing 
background an advantage however training will be given. 

You'll enjoy a full range of employee benefits. To apply please send your CV to HR 
Department, Fuji Seal Europe Ltd, Scimitar Close, Gillingham Business Park, 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 ORJ or alternatively you can email to jobs@uk.fujiseal.com. 
Closing date: 7 December 2008 

Strictly no agencies. 

Fuji Seal Europe are an equal opportunities employer. 
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Is one of Kent’s leading 
education recruitment agencies 

TEACHERS 


Required now for supply and long term 
work in your local area 

EXCELLENT DAILY RATE 

Call for an immediate interview 

01474 359333 

Or E-mail; office@classiceducation.co.uk 
www. classiceducation. co.uk 
A Kent based company you can rely on 




To advertise in this section Q 01303 817040 


NVQ Guidance Assessors 



Permanent full time - 40 hours per week (Mon - Fri) 

Positions in London, Kent and Surrey 
£23,061 to £26,092 pa plus benefits 
dependent on qualifications 

YMCAfit are the leading provider of fitness instructor training. We are looking for enthusiastic 
and inspiring individuals to join our expanding work based learning team. 

Candidates must have a Level 2 Gym Instructor Qualification. An Assessor Qualification 
(D32/D33 or A1) along with a Teaching Qualification is desirable; however we will provide 
training for suitable applicants. 

For further information and to apply please contact Chandni Sehmi on ; 

greatstaff@ymca.co.uk or call 020 7343 1835 quoting reference: KGA. 

Closing date: 15th December 2008. 

Interview date: 22nd December 2008. 

London Central YMCA is committed to the promotion of equal opportunities, both in the provision 
of its services and in its capacity as an employer. 


TjBBBfit 


www.ym caf i t. o rg. u k 


DRIVERS 

WANTED 

Hackney Licenced 
Drivers wanted for Blue 
Line Taxi Company. 


s Call 

01233 627476/666123 
for more information 



Bar & Waiting Staff Required 

We are looking for fun and energetic 
staff for our new venue in Ramsgate. 
Previous experience is not essential 

Full and Part Time positions available 
Please contact Steve on 07792 676174 



The Towers School 

Faversham Road, Kennington 
Ashford, Kent TN24 9AL 
Tel: 01233 634171 • Fax: 01233 628326 
Email: admin@towers.kent.sch.uk 

11 -19 Kent High School 
1400 Students on roll (320 in 6th Form) 


Teacher of Mathematics 

(Full or Part-Time) • required as soon as possible 
MPS+TLR 2a (£5,921) 


Ofsted in May 2008 described Towers as a ‘good school’, and thi s is a key 
post in the future development of the school as we strive towards 
‘outstanding’. We are a successful Business and Enterprise specialist 
school, with Full Service Extended School status, and with one of the 
largest Sixth Forms in the County. 

We are looking to recruit an additional Mathematics Teacher to join this 
strong and supportive department. The successful candidate will work 
with the Lead Teacher focussing on students that are predicted to achieve 
C/D at the end of Key Stage 4. The school has made significant gains in 
Math’s outcomes in the last 3 years and thi s post will help achieve 50% + 
this year. 

Applications are by CV and covering letter by email on 
admin@towers.kent.sch.uk , fax on 01233 628326 or post. Please mark for the 
attention of Mrs Kyla Weeden. All applications should be received by 
Wednesday, 26th November 2008. Interviews will be held the following week. 
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Receive a helping hand 
searching for a new job 


100s of Kent jobs updated daily 
online from Kent’s leading companies, 
from all sectors of industry 


tea Jobs by email 

Be the first to receive the latest top Kent jobs. Register 
your details and we’ll email you daily with new jobs that 
match your search criteria. 

** Company profiles 

Read about Kent’s leading companies, view their current 
job vacancies and contact them with your details. 

CV Checker and builder 

Use our tools and create a first class CV. See how good 
your CV is and take advantage of a free CV review. 



Register your details and we’ll 
email you daily with new jobs 
that match your search criteria 



View the latest vacancies with new 
Jobs posted daily, read full job 
descriptions and apply online. 

Take advantage of our online 
services and receive Jobs by Email, 
get professional advice, build your 
bespoke CV and read Company 
Profiles from the county’s leading 
recruiter's. 





JobsforKent.co.uk 

Here to help you find your next job 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 







yourlocal professionals 


Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory 
find out more about us and our products and services online 


TO ADVERTISE © Emailusatdassifiedrakosmedia.co.uk Telephone us on 01303 817150 ((j^ Fax us on 01303 817001 


ADVERTISING WORKS! 


CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 


PLASTERING 


ROOFING 


If you have noticed this 
advertisement, so have 
your potential customers! 

To advertise your business on 
our “your professionals” page, 
call Anthony on 

01303 817115 


POWERED BY K0S MEDIA s 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

SUPERIOR CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

THE MOST POWERFUL 
A VERSATILE SYSTEM A 

▲A 

www.HYDRO-DYNAMIX.net 

01303 246988 


COLLIER'S 

a family business €ST 1974 

your satisfaction guaranteed 

• Ceiling Roses • Skirting & Rails 
• Plastering • Niches & Corbels 

01227 368544 - 07802 201677 

Please Visit our Website 


www.ch-collier-ceilings.co.uk 



R Cunningham Roofing 

PITCHED & FLAT ROOFING SPECIALIST 

• Lead Work • 

• Fascias • 

• Guttering • 

• Re-pointing • 

• Chimneys • 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01304 821042 
07725 402939 


BOILER REPAIRS 


COMPUTER REPAIRS 


PLASTERING 


SPORTS/ACTIVITIES 



Mils] 
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• Sales & Installation of New Boilers 

• Repairing & Servicing Existing Systems 

• Preventative Maintenance & Fault finding 

• Burner Upgrade & Commissioning 

GAS SAFETY INSPECTIONS!! 

INVICTA BOILER SERVICES LIMITED mM 
107 Ellingham Way Ashford TN23 6LZ «■ 

01233 642369 / 07842 114396 

info@invictaboilerservices.co.uk Wi 


Net-Secure 

For All Your Computing needs 

• Computer Repairs 

• Virus Removal 

• Hardware Upgrades - 

• Wireless Networks 

• Active Directory Administration 

• And more... 

Whitstable Kent 07853 906301 
www.net-secure.50webs.com 



PJS Plastering 

Your Local Professional 

For a Clean Friendly Service 
Great Prices - Fully Insured - 
And a Quality Finish 


Call F 
Te 
or M 


Call Pete for a FREE quote 
Tel: 01303 893149 
or Mob: 07912 220 201 


BUILDERS 


DOMESTIC CLEANING 


PLUMBING 


Ever tried Clay 
Pigeon Shooting? 

Come and have a go at 

Every Sunday 
Morning 

9 . 30-12 
No appointment 
necessary 


Greenfields Shooting Grounds 

Sturry, Nr Canterbury Kent 

Teb 01227 713222 
www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 


SPORTS/ACTIVITIES 



Don’t let damp be your downfall 
Pointing & Re-Pointing with 

M TRU^Y 

Building - Maintenance - Construction 

For all your building requirements look no further 

Other building work undertaken 
For the Gold standard... 
...please cell T: 01227 719232 m 07805 541442 

Special rates for OAP’s • FREE Estimates 

We guarantee a clean and tidy job with all work carried out to ar 


BUILDERS 



ii* Loft conversion 

ii* Extensions 

ii* New Build 

PPB - Group 

I* Roofing 

ii* Insulation 

mi* Underpinning 

steelworks 

in* Excavations & 

1* Conversions 

foundations 

1* Plumbing 

I * Structual works & 

I* All general building 

High quality work, 

Reasonable Prices! 

101843 296 254 

07704 412 171J 



uur goal... 

(is to 9 exceed your expectations 

■ - tar ~ 



MOTORS - CARS WANTED 

ACT NOW 

WANTED 

Instant cash for your car, truck, 
van & caravans. From C50-C5000 
Buyer will call, DVLA notified 


T: 01227 749039 M: 07799 487097 


PLUMBING PROBLEM? 


I WORK UNDERTAKEN* 


Radiators • Showers 
B athrooms ^Jiling 
^ CloakroomS^^. 

shine Macnin 


l 


'Dishwasher / Washing Machine ~ 
Taps 

LKM PLUMBING SERVICES 

24hrs / No Call-out fee / Free estimates 

01634 668 284 • 07849 225 668 


RETAIL 


Something for everyone - 
Our two great stores in 
Canterbury are definately worth visiting 



Department Store 

47 High Street, Canterbury 01227 456755 

Furniture, Bed & Carpet Store 

Maynard Road, Wincheap Ind.Est, Canterbury 01227 463550 

www.nasons.co.uk 





01227 713222 / 
07793 610060 
www.wildtrackskent.co.uk 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY 
& DOOR SALE 


elephant 


Specialist manufacturer and installer of 
double glazing windows, doors & 
conservatories 

FREEPHONE 0800 195 00 00 

142 Newington Road, Ramgate 
www.elephantwindows.co.uk 
sales@elephantwindows.co.uk 


ONLINE TV 


onlineTVas it happens 


Watch the latest web TV sport news and action kentnews.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 
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BRIEFS 

Focus on staff welfare 
pays off for holiday park 

KEEPING its staff as happy as its cus¬ 
tomers has won Ashcroft Coast Holiday 
Park, near Leysdown, the national Investors 
in People award. 

The title provides a framework for 
improving performance and competitive¬ 
ness through training and development. 

Gary Cook, general manager, said: “As 
part of our parent company, Park Resorts, 
we already had good practices in place, 
including training courses and a mystery 
shopper scheme. 

“Since we started working with Investors 
in People I now hold weekly heads-of- 
department meetings and they in turn 
have their own team meetings. 

“We also have Ten on Ten’ daily, a ten- 
minute get-together to discuss any issues 
arising and which helps boost morale.” 

Marketing on the menu 
at breakfast meetings 

A SERIES of business breakfasts offering 
practical marketing help and advice has 
been organised by the Kent branch of the 
Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM). 

Using professional marketers and 
aimed at the county’s small and medium 
sized businesses (SMEs), Simply Better 
Marketing will help people make the most 
of marketing resources. 

The first three events will offer businesses 
simple marketing advice. They will be run in 
conjunction with Business Link and hosted 
by Canterbury Christ Church University at 
Hall Place Enterprise Centre, Harbledown. 

They are on February 25, March 25 and 
April 30. The Kent Branch of the CIM has 
more than 1,000 members. 

For details, visit www.cim.co.nk. 

Buy local to boost county 
economy this Christmas 

PRODUCED IN KENT, the champion of 
food and drink producers across the county, 
is hoping more people than ever will take a 
trip to their local farm shops, independent 
retailers and farmers’ markets when get¬ 
ting ready for Christmas. 

Many families will be looking for ways to 
save money this year and it is also a time 
when local producers can compete with 
supermarkets in terms of seasonal staples. 

Market research has shown that every 
£10 spent on local produce is worth £25 to 
the Kent economy, compared with only £14 
when it’s spent in a supermarket. 
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KOS Media's Paul Stannard on our Elm 
challenge. See our business channel. 


Banks' turn to help 
firms out of bad debt 


BANKS had better pull 
out their fingers and start 
lending at sensible levels 
to struggling businesses. 

The stiff verdict comes after the 
news that more than half of UK 
accountants reckon bad debts are 
one of the biggest worries for 
bosses. 

Research by invoice and asset- 
based lender Venture Finance 
shows the knock-on domino effect 
of lack of cash, leading to late pay¬ 
ments among firms along the 
chain, is unsurprisingly having a 
major impact. 

Up to now, lack of liquidity - 
ready day-to-day cash - in the 
general banking market has 
already meant companies face 
difficulties when trying to re¬ 
finance - resulting in business¬ 
es of all sizes experiencing more 
and more late payments and 
bad debt. 

Available 

In Chancellor Alistair Darling’s 
pre-Budget report last week the 
Government agreed a whopping 
£4 billion deal with the European 
Investment Bank for banks to 
pass on, and seven UK banks 
have already asked to be part of 
the action, and could be making 
money available by the end of the 
year. 

There is also the credit worth 
£lbn to small firms which will be 
offered by the Government via 
a temporary Small Business 
Finance Scheme, and Mr Darling 
said from January that there will 
be short-term working capital 
help to small exporters to the 
tune of another £lbn. 

Venture, which has a regional 
office in Canterbury covering the 
whole county, says that small and 


■ BYTONYPATEY 


medium sized enterprises (SMEs) 
feel threatened by forecasts that 
the number of business failures 
between 2007 and 2009 is expect¬ 
ed to increase by 18 per cent. 

But scores of businesses have 
no bad debt protection in place, 
often, it says, a result of having 
misplaced confidence in their cus¬ 
tomers. 

Just one in five of accountants 
surveyed had business clients cur¬ 
rently using protection services. 

Dangerous 

Tim Bourner, Venture’s 
Canterbury business develop¬ 
ment manager, said: “The mis¬ 
guided assumption that ‘it will 
never happen to me’ is very dan¬ 
gerous, especially in these uncer¬ 
tain times. 

“It is predicted that insolvency 
levels will continue to rise 
throughout this year and next, 
surpassing even those of the 
dot.com bubble burst in 2002, 
which saw almost 20,000 busi¬ 
ness fail, and the subsequent rip¬ 
ples will be far-reached. 

“It is encouraging, however, to 
see that accountants recognise 
the value of bad debt protection - 
perhaps because they have wit¬ 
nessed the consequences of busi¬ 
nesses not doing so in the past.” 

Bad debt protection gives full 
cover on invoices, providing small 
to medium enterprises peace of 
mind and sheltering business 
against unforeseen loss of income. 

Especially for a young company, 
late payment and non-payment 
can have a significant effect on 
cashflow, causing huge financial 
strain and threatening business 
security. 



BIG DEAL: The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Alistair Darling, announced a £7 billion 
package of measures for the county's businesses in his pre-Budget report last week 


yourkenttv.co.uk ^<f| newspapers @ websites (T online tv 


Your local BusinessTV Channel 


To advertise your business in your local paper, local website 
and online TV, telephone our team on 01303 817000 . 
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% FOR MORE BUSINESS AND FINANCE NEWS FROM AROUND KENT VISIT businessforkent.co.uk 
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Ban drug cheats from championships, says Lisa 


Picture ADY KERRY 



CHEATED: Lisa Dobriskey feels the banned Russian athletes should not be allowed 
to compete at next year's World Championships in Berlin 


LISA Dobriskey feels the seven 
Russian athletes who were caught 
cheating before the Beijing 
Olympics should not be allowed to 
compete at the World Athletics 
Championships next year. 

The Ashford-born athlete, who 
narrowly missed out on an 
Olympic 1500m medal in Beijing 
this summer, admitted she would 
be angry if the athletes were 
allowed to run in the event. 

Dobriskey told the BBC: “I would 
definitely be angry if they were 
able to run. I’d feel cheated if I had 
to line up against any of them in 
Berlin next year. And I speak for 
the majority of women’s 1500m 
runners because it has caused 


ATHLETICS 


quite a big stir, and not only in our 
event but in athletics in general.” 

The seven athletes, including 
double world 1500m champion 
Tatyana Tomashova, were provi¬ 
sionally suspended a month before 
the Olympics, after being found 
guilty of tampering with their 
urine samples. 

The athletes were handed 
two-year bans, which were back¬ 
dated by the All Russian Athletic 
Association to a prior investiga¬ 
tion. This means they will be eligi¬ 
ble to qualify and compete at the 


World Athletics Championships at 
Berlin in August next year. 

However, the sport’s governing 
body, the International Association of 
Athletic Federations (IAAF), want 
the sanctions to begin from when the 
athletes are first convicted. 

They also hope to have the bans 
extended by challenging the deci¬ 
sion at the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport. 

The news is of particular interest 
to Dobriskey, who will be one of 
the favourites for a medal in the 
1500m event at the championships. 

After missing out on a medal at 
the Olympics in Beijing, Dobriskey 
has targeted this event as a priority 
for the 2009 season. 


Highfield extend 
lead at top of table 

THE weather played havoc with the 
Ashford & District Sunday League last 
weekend with just two games surviving. 

In Division One, Highfield United took 
advantage of their rivals’ inactivity to 
improve their position at the top with a 
3-2 win at Lydd. 

Acer Mackenzie and Lloyd Dehara put 
United 2-0 up at the break, before goals 
from Michael Laker and Luke Webb lev¬ 
elled the game. Mackenzie’s second goal 
sealed the points. 

Shadoxhurst extended their lead in 
Division Three with a comfortable 4-0 
win against The Locomotive Inn. Kirk 
Howard scored twice, with John Gibbs 
and Andy Hone also on target. 


THIS CLIP ON 
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Catch-up with the action from Invicta 
Dynamos' game against Oxford City Stars 


Ladies slip to third 
after shock defeat 


ASHFORD Ladies 1st XI’s good run 
came to an end on Saturday with a 
surprise defeat at Bexleyheath & 
Belvedere Ladies 2nd XI. 

Hayley Richards’ team had won four of 
their previous five games to rise up to sec¬ 
ond in Kent hockey’s Premier Division. 

A game away to a struggling 
Bexleyheath side second from bottom in 
the table looked straightforward, but 
they tumbled to a 3-2 defeat. 

Ashford slipped to third, but the gap to 
the top remains three points as leaders 
Old Williamsonians also lost. 

This Saturday’s fixture away to 
Meopham is the last before the six-week 
winter break. 


PLEASE SEND YOUR 
SPORTS STORIES 
TO SPORTS EDITOR ' 
AT 

glenn.pearson@kosmedia.co.uk . 



Town hang tough for big 
win over league leaders 


ASHFORD Town ended their 12- 
game winless run after an impres¬ 
sive display against league leaders 
Kingstonian on Sunday. 

With only one Ryman Division 1 South defeat 
going into the game, Kingstonian were heavy 
favourites to take the three points, but Ashford 
silenced the home supporters with some clini¬ 
cal finishing. 

Charlie Glyde could have given Ashford the 
lead in the first half but his effort crashed 
against the inside of the post. 

The action really began in the second half 
as Ashford took the lead when James 
Humphreys finished off a slick move. 

Town doubled their advantage just after the 
hour with a stunning turn and strike from 
Paul Jones that flew into the top corner. 

Ashford had to endure a nervous end to the 
game after Simon Huckle pulled a goal back on 
82 minutes. 

Six minutes later Tony Browne restored the 
two goal advantage but the away supporters 
were left biting their nails when Tommy 
Williams scored a second for Kingstonian in the 




■ BY TOM HOWARD 


Kingstonian 2 

Huckle 82, Williams 89 

Ashford Town 3 

Humphreys 58, Jones 63, Browne 88 



final minute. 

Ashford held on and boss Steve Lovell was 
delighted with the victory, but he insisted his 
side must keep their momentum going if they 
are to mount a play-off charge. 

Lovell said: “It has been a long time coming 
but we have finally got that win which we thor¬ 
oughly deserved. 

“The score line did not reflect the game 
really as 3-0 would probably have been a fair 
result. Our performances in our last few games 
have not warranted the results we deserved, 
but I am delighted that we finally had some 
good fortune. 


Ashford starting XI 



Subs used: Spice (Sherwood 77), Bottle (Glyde 90) 


“I am delighted with the result but we have to 
build on this. There is no point beating the 
league-leaders and then losing to the likes of 
Eastbourne Town.” 

Despite securing a first win in 12 games and 
scoring three goals in the process, Lovell contin¬ 
ues to search for a new striker. 

He added: “It has not changed my mind. I will 
still be looking to bring in another striker. Last 
week I went to see one target and I could have 
signed him but he is too similar to what I have 
already got. There is no point rushing these 
decisions. We need an out and out goal scorer.” 


Pictures IGOR KUPCO 
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$10m Dubai event gives 
Barham renewed drive 


GOLF 


■ BY TOM HOWARD 


BENN Barham has set his sights on 
qualifying for the $10 million Dubai 
World Championship as he aims for 
his most successful season on the 
European Tour. 

Despite recording his best-ever finish in a Tour 
event with third place in the Russian Open in July, 
the 33-year-old from Ashford had a largely disap¬ 
pointing 2008 season, finishing in 110th on the 
Order of Merit list. 

However, with the prospect of playing in Dubai in 
the season climax next November alongside the top 
60 golfers on the Tour, Barham has a renewed drive 
to succeed. 

He said: “The event is replacing the Volvo Masters, 
but the reward for reaching it is huge. Only the top 60 
will make it and it is certainly something I will be 
aiming at next season. 

“I believe the winner will get around £3.6m, which 
shows the extent of the prize fund.” 

One of his highlights last season was playing in 
front of a home crowd at the European Open at the 
London Golf Club, near Brands Hatch. 

He hopes the golf club will be the venue for a 
European Tour event in 2009. 

He said: “I loved the tournament. I thought it 
went really well and I am sure that will host anoth¬ 
er event next season whether it is the European 
Open or the British Masters. 

“I hope it does as it was great to play in front of so 
many home fans.” 

With the 2009 European Tour already under way, 

Barham will take part in his first event of the year 
in the Abu Dhabi Golf Championship in January. SIGHTS: Barham wants to join the game's elite next season and play in the lucrative Dubai World Championship 



LEAGUE TABLES 

PREMIER DIVISION ONE SOUTH 
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1 Kingstonian 18 

2 Metropolitan Police 19 

3 Fleet Town 18 

4 Cray Wanderers 18 

5 Dulwich Hamlet (-3) 19 

6 Folkestone Invicta 19 

7 Merstham 17 

8 Worthing 16 

9 Walton & Hersham 19 

10 Godaiming Town 18 

11 Sittingbourne 16 

12 Ashford Town 19 

13 Eastbourne Town 19 

14 Leatherhead 16 

15 Whyteleafe 18 

16 Burgess Hill Town 18 

17 Chipstead 18 

18 Croydon Athletic 18 

19 Walton Casuals 19 

20 Corinthian-Casuals 19 

21 Whitstable Town 19 

22 Crowborough Ath 18 
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FIXTURES 

Saturday, December 6 

Ryman Division One South 
Ashford Town v Eastbourne Town 


Late change saves quartet from 
being caught in Mumbai horror 


CRICKET 


FOUR Kent cricketers in the England 
Performance Programme returned to the county 
on Friday after their tour of India was cancelled 
due to the terror attacks in Mumbai. 

Joe Denly, Rob Key, Amjad Khan and Robbie 
Joseph were 500 miles away in Bangalore 
preparing for their first warm-up match when 
the attacks began last Wednesday. 

It has emerged the Kent quartet could easily 
have been caught up in the chaos but for a late 
change in itinerary. 

Former England captain Michael Vaughan, 
who was also in the EPP, wrote in his column 
with a national newspaper the original training 
camp for the squad was due to be Mumbai, but it 
was switched to Bangalore. 

The team would have stayed in the Taj Mahal, 
one of the hotels where terrorists attacked. 

The EPP squad were due to travel to Mumbai 
today, ahead of a fortnight spent training in the 
city which included a four-day game. 

But due to the increased threat to security the 
England & Wales Cricket Board (ECB) took a 
decision to send the 15 players back home 
straight away, along with the main England 
squad. ECB managing director Hugh Morris said: 
“This is a tragic event and the players feel desper¬ 
ately sorry for all that are caught up in the events. 
They’re very disturbed by it as we all are.” 

The news was a particular blow to paceman 
Khan, who had been called up into the squad for 
the games as cover for the injured Andrew 
Flintoff and Stuart Broad. 

The team are expected to return to India for the 
two-match Test series next month, but it is 
unclear whether the EPP squad will join them. 




WAITING: Steve Lovell hopes to add to strike-force 

Striking woes look 
set to continue as 
search draws blank 

STEVE Lovell has failed in his attempt to 
lure two new strikers to Ashford Town. 

After a 0-0 draw with Whyteleafe last 
Saturday, Lovell was determined to find a 
new striker to end his side’s lack of goals. 

However, after contacting a number of 
clubs the search proved unsuccessful. 

Lovell said: “We have had no luck in 
bringing a couple of strikers to the club. The 
teams we have made enquiries with have 
not been able to release the players. 

“Finding two quality strikers is always 
difficult whatever time you try to sign 
them. So we will have to soldier on with 
what we have at the club for the moment.” 

Despite a lack of transfer activity Lovell 
has been aided by the return of former 
Sittingbourne striker Bradley Spice who 
has been out of action for a month. 

The striker, who joined the club in July, 
has scored just twice since his move from 
Sittingbourne. Fellow striker Mark Lovell 
is getting closer to making a full recovery 
from his Achilles injury and made an 
appearance for the reserves on Saturday. 

The club have also released goalkeeper 
Jamie Riley and striker Andy Doerr after 
Lovell couldn’t guarantee them first team 
football. 

Riley was signed by manager Lovell from 
East Thurrock United in November last 
year and was a regular in the side until Seb 
Barton and Josh Willis put pressure on his 
position. The stopper made 37 appearances 
for the Nuts and Bolts. 

Doerr joined Town towards the end of last 
season from Heme Bay. The forward made 
16 appearances for the club, scoring three 
goals. 

Lovell said: “Jamie was finding it hard as 
his new job was not giving him enough time 
to work on his fitness and I think it has 
showed a bit this season. 

“Andy needs to start playing regularly to 
get his confidence back after his broken leg 
and we can’t guarantee that here so we 
have let him go. 

"They are two top lads and I’m sure they 
will do a great job for another team.” 

VIEW THIS CLIP ON 

yourkenttv.co.uk 
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Gills boss Mark Stimson on the loss 
of the club's scouting network 
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r DEAL'S ONE STOP ^ 
FLOORING SHOP 



Why pay for fitting, underlay or gripper rods, 
when you get them FREE with us? 

Is all your furniture in the way? 

Don't worry, our friendly team will move it for FREE! 


Have you still got your old carpet down? 

Don't worry, we will take it up & get rid of it for FREE! 

(on production of, or when you mention this advert) 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Solid Oak flooring from £34.95 per square metre 
Laminates from £16.99 per square metre fitted 



H«H FLOORING 

14a King Street, Deal, Kent CT14 6HX *01304 389995 

www.handhflooring.co.uk 



















www. county squareshoppingcentre. com 


Bring on the 
festive fun! 


Saturday 6th December 

Christmas carols 


Local community choirs and bands will take to County Square's 
malls, providing a super-sized dose of festive cheer. 


Saturday 13th and 
Sunday 14th December 

Festive frolics 11am - 4pm 

High jinks and festive frolics come to County Square. 

On Saturday enjoy our cheeky singing elves - but beware, 
nothing is quite as it seems! 

On Sunday come and meet Bjorn the polar bear. 


Saturday 20th and 
Sunday 21st December 

Santa's Little Helpers come to town 11am - 4pm 


Need some help with your shopping? County Square has got a 
bevy of beautiful helpers on hand to wrap your gifts* 
and provide shopping inspiration. 

There's tantalising entertainment too. 

On Saturday enjoy performances by 
burlesque girl band Adora and fifties 
inspired Doo Wop Dolls. i 

On Sunday stop and listen to the HB Soul 
Gospel Choir and the HV Singers. 


* Small charge for wrapping service to cover the cost of materials. 
Any profits will be donated to Demelza House Children's Hospice. 


For event times and details visit our new website 







little 

helper 


Looking for inspiration, fresh 
ideas or have you just left it all 
to the last minute again? 


Saturday 20th and Sunday 
21st December 11am - 4pm 

This weekend we've laid on extra help just for 
you boys. Our wrapping service* will save you 
time (and it'll be done properly, eh?) and when 
you're all shopped out there will be burlesque 
singers, fifties divas and more to get you in the 
festive mood. 

It's a cracker of a Christmas 
at County Square. 

Santa's Uttle Helper 


* Small charge for wrapping service to cover the cost of materials. Any profits will be donated to Demelza House Children's Hospice. 


www. county squareshoppingcentre. com 





